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HS: 4:R4 


WE are ſenſible that, by prefixing your 
name to a work of this nature, we can add no- 
thing to your reputation, which already ſtands 
upon a more firm, and more honourable baſis 
than the panegyric of | Dedication, The fame 
which you have juſtly. acquired by your own 
writings is ſuperior to that which can ariſe from 
patronizing thoſe of others. But, although, in 


this point of view, our addreſs be unneceflary, 
we hope it will not be unacceptable. 


Placed at the head of a celebrated School of 
Medicine; ; attentive to every circumſtance which 
- Se... 
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can promote its intereſt ; and anxious to em- 
brace even the {lighteſt opportunity of forward- 
ing every ſcheme which has a tendency to im- 
prove any branch of ſcience ; without ſolicita- 
tion on our part, you have honoured us with- 
your opinion, upon many particulars, reſpecting 
the conduct of this undertaking. In ſome 
things we have already followed your advice 
Vith ſucceſs ; and we truſt that a ſtrict obſervance. 
ok it in others, will hereafter be attended with 
} the ſame effect. Permit us then to embrace this 
t opportunity of publicly acknowledging theſe ob- 
| Iigations, and of returning you our fincere 
1 thanks. 


We are, with due reſpect, 
And high eſteem, 


Your obedient Scrvants, 


| gn out 


1974. The AUTHORS, 


INTR Q- 


INTRODUCTION, 


EDICINE has long been cultivated with aſ- 
ſiduity and attention, but is {till capable 
| of farther improvement. Attentive obſervation, | 
and the collection of uſeful facts, are the means 
by which this end may be moſt readily obtain- 
ed. In no age, ſince the revival of learning, 
does greater regard ſeem to have been paid to 
theſe particulars, than in the preſent. From the 
liberal ſpirit of inquiry which univerſally prevails, 
it is not ſurpriſing that ſcarce a day ſhould paſs 
without ſomething being communicated to the 
public as a diſcovery or an improvement in me- 
dicine. It is, however, to be regreted, that the 
information which can by this means be acqui- 
red, is ſcattered through a great number of vo- 
lumes, many of which are ſo expenſive, that 
they can be purchaſed for the libraries of public 
ſocieties only, or of very wealthy individuals. 
Hence, a complete view of all the improvements 
which are daily made or propoſed in medicine, 
cannot be obtained without much expence and 
great labour. 
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6 INTRODUCTION. 


No one, who wiſhes to practiſe medicine, either 
with ſafety to others, or credit to himſelf, will in- 
cline to remain ignorant of any diſcovery which 
time or attention has brought to light. But it 


is well known that the gre ateſt part of thoſe who 
are engaged in the actual proſecution of this 


art, have neither leiſure nor opportunity for very 
extenſive reading. Any expedient, therefore, 
which would ſerve to communicate new diſcove- 
ries, without the neceſſity of examining a great 


variety of books, muſt have ſome influence in 


forwarding the improvement of the medical 
art. SE Gs 


Different periodical publications, intended as 


the annals of literature in general, are regularly 


publiſhed in this iſland. Theſe literary journals 
contain an account of new books in medicine, 
as well as of thoſe in other arts and ſciences. They 
will, therefore, in ſome degree, anſwer the end 
ers propoſed. But they conſiſt principally of cha- 
racters of books; to prove the juſtice of which, 
excerpts from the books themſelves are ſometimes 


introduced. It is therefore evident that they can 


ſerve only to enable thoſe who have leiſure for 
reading to leled the moſt uſeful publications. 


, 


* 


A ſcheme 


a> 
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INTRODUCTION. 7 
A ſcheme, better calculated for ſaving time in 
reading, and expetrfce in purchaſing books, is a 
conciſe view of the books themſelves. It can- 
not indeed be alledged, that, from this or any 
other plan, the ſame advantages will be obtain⸗ 
ed as from a careful peruſal of original works. 
But, by this means, thoſe who have not leifure 
for extenſive reading, may eaſily become ac- 
quainted with every thing propoſed as a diſco- 
very in medicine, and with the principal argu- 
ments by which it is ſupported ; while thoſe who 
have, will thus be enabled to ſelect ſuch authors 


as they themſelves imagine beſt deſerve atten- 
tion. 


About twenty years ago, an undertaking of 
this kind was begun at Leipſic. This well 
known and valuable publication, which is inti- 
tled, Commentari: de Rebus in Scientia Naturali | 
et Medicina peſtis, is {till regularly continued, 
and may be ſuppoſed to ſuperſede any ſimilar 
attempt with regard to medical publications. 

But, the diſtance of the authors of that work 
from this iſland, and. the number of publications 
on the Continent of Europe, are probably the 
reaſons why they take notice of few Britiſh 
books, and of theſe even not till many years after 
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2 INTRODUCTION. 


they have been publiſhed. Beſides this, from 
their extenſive plan, they can take in but few 
books at a time ; thus their account even of 
German books is in general very late. It may 
farther be added, that theſe Commentaries are 
ſeldom to be met with in this country, till a con- 
ſiderable time after they have been publiſhed, It 
is evident, therefore, that they do not anſwer all 
the purpoſes which might be expected from ſuch 
a ſcheme; and that they are of leſs ſervice to the 
medical people in the Britiſh dominions than in 


other countries. 


From theſe conſiderations we have been induced 


to undertake a ſimilar publication in this coun- 
try, which we propoſe to execute on the follow- 
ing plan. It will form annually one volume in 


octavo, conſiſting of four parts, one of which 


will be publiſned quarterly. Every part Will 


comprehend four ſections, treating of the follow- 
ing ſubjects : An account of the beſt new books 


in medicine, and thoſe branches of philoſophy 


moſt intimately connected with it; medical ca- 
ſes and obſervations z medical news; and a lift 
of new medical publications. 


The account of new books, which is intended 


as the ſubject of the firſt ſection, will be the prin- 


ipal 
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cipal part of this work. In this ſection, we pro- 
poſe to give a ſummary view of all the beſt me- 
dical books, and of all the remarkable medical 
papers contained in the tranſactions of public ſo- 
cieties, as ſoon after theſe publications ſhall ap- 


pear, as the nature of the work here propoſed - 


will allow. We will particularly endeavour to lay 
before our readers every thing which is propo- 
led as a diſcovery or an improvement in any branch 
of medicine, but eſpecially in practice, As it is 
not our intention to offer any opinion with regard 
to the general characters of books, we ſhall, on 
every. occaſion avoid, as much as paſſible, either 
applauding or condemning any author, Our 
chief aim will be, to give ſuch a view of books 
as may enable every reader to Judge for himſelf. 


The ſecond ſection is intended for medical ob- 
ſervations. Although ſeveral collections of me- 
dical eſſays are at times publiſhed by reſpectable 
ſocieties in Britain, yet it may with confidence 
be affirmed, that many practical remarks, which 
would tend much to the improvement of medi- 
cine, are loſt, from the want of a proper channel 
by which they can be ſpeedily communicated to 
the public. To remedy this INCONVENIENCE, WE 
propoſe to admit into this publication, any medi- 
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contained in a ſmall compaſs. With this view, 


ly becauſe they may differ from our own opi- 


reſpondence. 
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cal or philoſophical obſervations which can be 


we invite all attentive and candid practitioners to 
communicate to us any particulars, which, altho', 
from their brevity, they may ſcarce ſeem to claim 
a place in larger collections, would tend to the 
improvement of medicine. We would not be 
underſtood to promiſe, that every thing tranſmit- 
ted to us ſhall be publiſhed. But, it is by no 
means our intention to reject obſervations, mere- 


nions. We are not ignorant that candour and 
liberality of ſentiment are the only means by 
which we can ſecure an extenſive or uſetul cor- 


% 


The ſubje& we propoſe for the third ſection is 
medical news. Under this article we mean to 
give a ſhort account of intended publications, 
and of any improvement made, or propoſed in 
medicine, which, although not publiſhed, may 
have been the ſubject of converſation. To this 
we ſhall ſubjoin accounts of learned men and 
ſocieties, and any other articles of medical in- 
telligence which we im agine will be acceptable 
to our readers. 


5 


The 
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The laſt ſection will conſiſt of a liſt of new 
medical books. As the firſt ſection is meant to 
be confined entirely to thoſe books which have 
either utility or novelty to recommend them, it 
may be concluded that no notice will there be 
taken of many new publications. But, for the 
ſatisfaction of thoſe who may be deprived of o- 
ther methods of information, in the end of each 
part, will be given a liſt of the medical books 
publiſhed, both in this and other countries, du- 
ring the three preceeding months. We cannot, 
indeed, pretend that this liſt will 1 in any caſe be 
a complete one; but it will be our endeavour 
to render it as much ſo as our ſituation will al- 
low; and we are hopeful we ſhall be able to 
obtain intelligence of every material book. 

Having pointed out the intention and plan of 
this periodical work, we imagine it unneceflary 
to adduce any farther reaſons for its appear- 
ance. If it cannot apologile for itſelf, all that we 
could ſay in its favour would be ineffectual. 
From the nature of the work we have underta- 
ken, we can lay claim to no great merit; and 
we are hopeful, we ſhall afford no 3 
for very ſeyere cenſure, We eſteem it, there · 


fore | 
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fore, leſs neceſſary to ſolicite the indulgence than 
the aſſiſtance of our readers. All medical papers, 
whether we afterwards uſe them or not, will be 
thankfully received, and properly acknowledged. 
Thoſe who incline to favour us with any materi- 

” als, may tranſmit them to the bookſellers for 
whom this work is publiſhed; or to Dr Andrew 
Duncan phyſician 1 in Sduburgh, who 1 1s ſecreta> 
E to our Society. 


MEDICAL 
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An Account * Books, 


— 


1. 

A Treatiſe an the Puerperal Fever, by Nathanidl 
Hulme, M. D. Phyjician in ordinary to the 
City of London Jying- in Hoſpital, and to the 


General Dypenſary for 7 of the Poor, Bvo, 


London. 


E oueeperal fever is a diſeaſe very fatal to 
lying-in women, In the treatiſe now before 
us, Dr Hulme undertakes to repreſent the nature 


and cauſe of this diſeaſe in a new point of view ; 
to illuſtrate his opinion by diſſections; and to 
point out a rational method of cure, which has 


already been confirmed by his own experience. 


Our 
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Our author ſets out with a 4 of this 
diſeaſe. After giving a full detail of the ſymptoms 
which attend it in its moſt ſimple ſtate, he ob- 
ſerves, that it may be complicated with any diſ- 
order under which the patient might labour at 
the time of child-birth. But the diſeaſes with 
which it is moſt frequently complicated are, 
phthiſis pulmonalis, and peripneumony. It is 
likewiſe, on ſome occaſions, joined with the mi- | 
liary fever; but he affirms that theſe two diſea- 
ſes are, in their nature, totally unconnected; and 
that, when this combination does happen; it is 
to be aſcribed to an over heated room, warm re- 
gimen, or heating cordials. Upon the whole, 

from the hiſtory of the puerperal fever, he con- 
cludes, that it is a diſeaſe of a nature peculiar 
to itſelf ; that it is for the moſt part as ſimple 
and regular in its appearance as any diſorder in- 
cident to the human body ; and that it may in ge- 
neral be diſtinguiſhed by the following pathogno- 
monic ſymptoms ; an acute pain and great fore- 
neſs over the lower part of the abdomen, attend- 
ed with à fever, and commonly a pain in the 
fore-head happening ſoon after delivery. 


The diſeaſes with which it has the greateſt 
chance of being confounded are, Aiter-pains; 
the 
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the milk· fever; the miliary fever; the iliac paſſion; 
the flatulent cholic; an inflammation of the ute- 
rus ; and the cholera morbus. But, from all 
theſe, our author thinks it may readily be diſtin- 
guiſhed by the ſymptoms already mentioned as 
characteriſing it, and by the diagnoſtic marks of 
theſe diſeaſes, 


After the hiſtory, our author next gives the 
prognoſtics in this diſeaſe. He obſerves, that 
nurſes, who are in a great meaſure ignorant of 
ſuch a diſeaſe as this being incident to lying-in- 
women, ſhould be taught to dread the name of 
puerperal fever, as much as they would dread the 
name of peſtilence or plague, 

According to Dr Hulme, much is to be learn- 
ed from the ſtate of the pulſe, particularly with 
reſpe&t to number. If. from a hundred and 
twenty-eight or thirty, it become for lome days 
gradually flower, it may be eſteemed one of the 
beſt ſigns; but, if it continue uniformly high, 


quicker, or even. be found changeable, it threa- 


tens danger, and ſhould always Egge ſuſpicion, 
Nay, although the diſeaſe ſhould ſeem in other 
reſpects to be gone, yet, if the pulſe continue 
quick, a relapſe is always to be feared. A diar- 
rhoca, followed by a ſlower pulſe, prognoſticates | 


ftye, 
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ſafety ; but, if it have not this effect, it is to be 
reckoned a dangerous ſymptom. As ſymptoms 
portending danger, our author mentions, the 
diſeafe coming on ſoon after delivery; pains af- 
fecting the breathing; want of ſleep; the tongue 
becoming dry, rough, and changing its colour; 
a fixed livid hue on the cheeks; crude urine; 
green or black coloured vomitings ; the pulſe fo 
quick and ſmall as not to be numbered; invo- 
luntary ſtools; and cold clammy ſweats on the 
extremities, The ſigns of recovery, on the other 
hand, are, the patient turning herſelf and lying 
on her ſide ; a moiſt, foft, and clear tongue; 
general ſweats, after which the pulſe. becomes 
flower; a freſh flow of the lochia; and turbid urine 
with a thick ſediment of a yellow colour, tinged 
with purple or red. 
Dr Hulme next preſents us with the diſſec- 
tions of ſix patients who died of this diſeaſe. 
He firſt gives us a particular hiſtory of each caſe, 
and then mentions the appearances after death. 
In general he found the omentum and inteſtines 
| inflamed, and mortified, and in the cavity of 
the abdomen, putrid ſanies, foetid air, or pus. 
In all his diſſections, the uterus was found con- 
tracted to its natural ſize, and perfectly ſound. 
L 7” | In 
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In the fourth chapter, our author lays down 
the method of cure, which he divides into two 
kinds, the fimple and the complex. 

In the ſimple cure, the firſt intention which 
he ſeems to have in view is, to clear the inteſti- 
nal canal. For this purpoſe, he propoſes a ſimple 
emollient opening clyſter, which has the pecu- 
liar advantage of caufing an immediate diſcharge. 
If the clyſter does not afford great relief, it is ne- 
ceſſary to have recourſe to gentle cathartics. A 
| ſolution of the /a catharticus amarus in water, 
the oleum ricint, the tartarum emeticum, and 


the vinum antimontale, are the remedies Dr 


Hulme has found to anſwer beſt. 


After clearing the inteſtinal ' canal, . next 
propoſes that a gentle diaphoreſis ſhould be pro- 
moted, by ſuch medicines as neither bind the 
belly, nor are heating. Wiht this intention, he 
adviſes ipecacoanha, tartar emetic, or antimonial 
wine combined with gentle opiates ; and, in 
the intermediate times, Riverius's ſaline draughts. 
If ſickneſs at ſtomach, or vomiting occur, the 
efforts of nature muſt be aſſiſted by drinking 
plentifully of chamomile tea or warm water. Ac- 
. cording to our author, the common. drink of pa- 
er. I. „ ee 0: Was. 


the ſtate of the bowels. The belly muſt be kept 


ſtored, by ſmall quantities of chamomile tea, or 
a flight infuſion of juniper-berries, with a few 
drops of elixir vitrioli acidum. After this, cool- 


Dr Hulme concludes his obſervations on this 
ſubject with obſerving, That he has paid no re- 
gard to the obſtruction of the lochia. This he 


18 * e 

tients labouring under puerperal fevers, ſhould 
be of a mild, cooling, and diluting nature; and 
the uſe of cordials, wines, and ſpirits of every 
kind, is to be ſtrictly prohibited. Neatneſs and 
cleanlineſs are particularly to be attended to. All 
bandages about the trunk of the body are to be 
avoided ; and the infants are to be put to the | 
brealt very ſoon. He inveighs in very ſevere 
terms againſt the pernicious effects of over-heated 


air, and warm regimen ; and adviſes that the pa- 
tient ſhould be kept in a large and cool room. At 


the ſame time, he tells us, that he does not mean ; 
to recommend, but to avoid extremes, and to be 
guided always by the circumſtances of the caſe. 


Aiter this diſorder | is by theſe means abated, or 
ſeems to be gone, he recommends attention to 


gently open; and the due tone of the inteſtines re- 


ing diet, freſh air, Peruvian bark, and gemiic ex- 
erciſe, will confirm the cure. 


* 


conſt» 


—— 
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conſiders as the effect, not the cauſe of the diſeaſe. 
He alledges that this diſcharge will return when 
the diſeaſe is cured; while, on the other hand, 
uterine remedies are not only inefficacious, but 
nightly noxious. 


The author next proceeds - to the treatment of 
this diſeaſe in its moſt complicated ſtate. If a 
diarrhoea occur in the beginning of the diſeaſe, 
he adviſes that it ſhould not be checked, but en- 
couraged, by drinking plentifully of mild aperient 
iiquors. If theſe methods ſhould prove inſuffi- 
cient for throwing off the oilending matter, he 
adviſes that recourſe ſhould be had to the purga- 
tives and emeties before recommended. 


When violent ſtitches in the ſides, or over the 
pit of the ſtomach, accompany the pain of the 
hypogaſtric region, Dr Hulme adviſes bleeding. 
He obferves, however, that authors have differed 
much with reſpe& to bleeding in this diſeaſe; 
ſome laying it down as abſolutely neceſſary, while 
others ſtrongly oppoſe it. He gives it as his opi- | 
nion, that there are caſes in which it is highly 
neceſſary, and others in which it is highly im- 
proper. The belt criterion to judge by, he al- 
ledges, is the pulſe and period of the diſeaſe. If 
the * be full, and vibrate ſtrongly againſt the 

B 2 N _ 
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i fingers, bleeding is proper at any period, but 
ll particularly in the beginning. He thinks, how- 
i ever, that in this diſeaſe it is ſafer to err in point 
| | of bleeding too little, than too much. 
When peripneumonic ſymptoms occur, bliſter- 
ing, ſays our author, cannot be diſpenſed with. If 
in puerperal peripneumony the pulſe begins to 
flag, and the diſeaſe puts on a putreſcent ſtate, 

1 the patient muſt be ſupported by cordials. The 


author conſiders all cafes of puerperal peripneu- 
mony as highly dangerous. He adviſes that not 
a moment ſhould be loſt, but that the cure ſhould 
commence, if poſſible, within a few hours of the. 
attack, with all the power of art. 


Stitches from flatulencies, our author obſerves, 
will go off from procuring a ſtool by a clyſter, or 
otherways. But, if this fails, they may be diſ- 
perſed by a draught prepared with aſa foetida and 
a few drops of the Thebaic tincture. 
For a troubleſome cough, Dr Hulme adviſes a | 
bliſter ; ſpermaceti draughts ; or a ſmall quantity 
of foetid tincture ! in a ſolution of gum ammo- 


niacum. 
* When the pains of che RY reſiſt the 
means already propoſed, fomentations, emol- 


lient 
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lient cataplaſms, and bliſtering the abdomen, muſt 
be tried in ſucceſſion. 

When the puerperal fever proves very violent, 
whether ſingle or combined, it generally termi- 
nates in diarrhoea. In this critical ſtate, the 
chief intentions of cure are, to moderate the effects 
of nature; to endeavour to keep up the vis vitae; 
and to correct the putreſcent ſtate of the ſolids 
and fluids. $2 

In the fifth chapter, the author preſents us with 
the ſentiments of many of the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
writers relating to the cauſe of the puerperal fe- 
ver, He arranges them according to the order 
of time, and has here given us the opinions of 
Hippocrates, Avicenna, Raynalde, Platerus, Sen- 

nertus, Riverius, Willis, Sylvius, Mauriceau, Sy- 
denham, Boerhaave, Strother, Hoffman, De la 
Motte, Burton, Smellie, Tiſſot, Van Swieten : 
Aſtruc, Cooper, Denman, Johnſon, Millar, and 
Manning. From the citations produced, it ap- 
pears to have been the opinion of authors, from 
the time of Hippocrates to this day, that the pu- 
erperal fever principally ariſes, either from a ſup- 
preſſion of the lochia, an inflammation of the u- 
terus, a retention of the milk, or from ſome 
complaint peculiar to the uterus, | | 


1 Dr Hulme 


„ nee 
Dr Hulme concludes this treatiſe with his Own 
opinion concerning the cauſe of this diſeaſe, 
which is the ſubject of the ſixth chapter. He is 
of opinion that the proximate cauſe of the puer- 


peral fever is an inflammation of the inteſtines 


and omentum. For the truth of this he appeals. 
to diflections. 


He apprehends the chief prediſpoſing cauſe 
to be the preſſure of the gravid uterus againſt the 
inteſtines and omentum. The general effects of 
the preſſure are, an interruption of the free cir- 
culation of the blood, and a deſtruction of the 
tone of the lood-veſſels. The nearer that deli- 
very approaches, the miſchiefs from compreſſion 
will be greater. And, upon the birth of the 
child, the veſſels on which the uterus chiefly lay, 
will be immediately filled with blood; but, from 
their weak ſtate, they will hardly be able to pro- 
pell forwards their contained fluids. From all 
this our author concludes, that the inteſtinal ca- 
nal muſt particularly ſuffer; eſpecially at its infe- 
rior part, where there is the greateſt and moſt 
conſtant preſſure, and where it is not covered 
with the omentum. This opinion, with regard 
to the effects of preſſure on the inteſtines and o- 


mentum, 
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mentum, is corroborated by ſome obſervations 
from Bauhin, Ruyſch, Van Swieten, and Mor- 
gagni. The chief occaſional cauſes of this diſeaſe, 
according to Dr Hulme, are all thoſe accidents 
after delivery which are, capable of increaſing the 
circulation of the blood; and all cauſes, during 
pregnancy, which contribute to bring on a cor- 
ruption of the blood and juices. 


From differences in theſe cauſes, particularly in 
the prediſpoſition, our author. accounts for the 
different degrees of violence, which from his own 
experience he has marked in this diſeaſe. From 
theſe differences he thinks it eaſy to aſſign a reaſon 
for its being a diſeaſe in ſome caſes the moſt 
eaſy, and in others the moſt difficult to'cure. 

He next applies the cauſes he has aſſigned for 

this diſeaſe, to account for its ſymptoms. The de- 
praved liquids found in the cavity of the abdomen 
and pelvis, he aſcribes to the corruption of the vo- 
latile lymph, from the diſeaſed ſtate of the inteſtines 
and omentum ; the pus, to the inflammation on 
the ſurface of the omentum; the great inflation 
of the ſtomach and inteſtines, to their being ren- 
dered, in ſome degree, paralytic ; and the adhe- 
fon of the inteſtines to each other, to inflamma- 
tion afſiſted by preſſure. 
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What he eſteems the moſt ynaccountable cis- 
cumſtance, is the ſurprizingly quick progreſs: of 
the diſeaſe, This he aſcribes to the ſtate indu- 
ced in the omentum and inteſtines, by the com- 
preſſion and friction of the gravid uterus during 
labour, by which they are almoſt in a ſtate of in- 
flammation in moſt women, at the time of deli- 
very; to the inſenſibility ot the omentum; to 
the diſcaſe beginning at its lower part; and to the 
primary degrees of pain being miſtaken for others | 
of a difterent nature. | 

Upon the waole, it appears, that Dr Hulme 
differs in his opinion, with regard to the cauſe of 
this diſeaſe, from all who have written before him, 
In doing fo, he defends himſelf by alledging, that 
he has drawn his notions of it from a courſe of 
reaſoning, ſupported by diſſections; and has 
grounded his theory upon a careful examination 
of all its ſymptoms. 


—— 
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Il. 


Antonii de Haen. 8. C. R. A. Ma Majeſtatis conſi- 
liarii et arcbiatri, c. Ratio Medendi con- 
ti nuata. Tom. I. b Far 1. 95 Vien. Auſt, : 


I 0 Haen has os written fant vo- 
lumes, under the title of Ratio Medendi, 

He propoſes {till to continue in communicating to 
the public practical remarks upon the ſame plan. 
But he informs us, in an advertiſement prefixed to 
this volume, that he has now changed the title, to 
that of Ratio Medendi Continuata. Under this 


title, two parts of the firſt volume are ready 
publiſhed, | 


In the firſt of theſe parts, Our dc treats of 
the malignant diſeaſes moſt nearly connected with 
the plague, and concludes with the plague itſelf. 
In enumerating the malignant diſcaſes, our author 
affirms, that there is no acute diſeaſe from the E- 
phemera, when protracted, to the plague itſelf, 
which may not fall under this denomination. He 
obſerves, that the beſt account of the ſymptoms 
of malignity in general, is that given by Dr Boer- 
haave in his pathology; 3 but hat a difference in 

degrees 
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degrees of malignity may be inferred from vari- 
ous circumſtances, particularly the progreſs of the 


ſymptoms, the condition of the patient before the 
attack, the nature of the epidemics raging at the 


time, and the obſtinacy with which it reſiſts re- 
medies. According to our author, malignity may 


be counteracted, by the uſe of pure, moderately 
warm, and frequently renewed air; by cleanlineſs 


in cloathing and bedding ; by making the bed, at 
leaſt once, but, if convenient, oftener, every day; 
by reſrigerant drinks and medicines ; by attention 
to the efforts of nature; and by avoiding all cauſes 
which accelerate the motion of the fluids. 


After theſe general obſervations, the author 


proceeds to conſider particular diſeaſes; and „Arſt, 
he treats of the method of avoiding, moderating, 


and curing malignity in the ſmall-pox. On this 
ſubject, he preſents us with the hiſtory and treat- 
ment of five caſes, from which he deduces the 

following conſequences. 1. That the effects of 
a bad habit of body, previous to the attack of the 
ſmall-pox, as increaſing or dimmiſhing their ma- 
lignity, is very uncertain. 2. That the time, at 
which ſmall-pox are capable of communicating in- 


fection is uncertain. 3. That the time of erup- 
tion is uncertain. 4. That the utility and neceſſity 


of 
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of free air in every acute diſeaſe, is particularly con- 
firmed in ſmall- pox. 5. That bathing the feet and 
hands in warm water has the advantage of diluting 
the blood, and relaxing the ſłin, by which means 
the virus of the ſmall-pox is more quickly expel- 
led from the viſcera, 6. That the advantages al- 
ledged to ariſe from opening the puſtules are well 
founded, 7. That repeated bleeding, at every pe- 
riod of the ſmall-pox, is, in many cafes, abſolute- 
ly neceſſary for the preſervation of life. 8. That 
a mixture of milk and water is the beſt drink 1 in 
ſmall-pox. And, 9. That nothing has greater in- 
fluence in diminiſhing or preventing the malignity 
of the ſmall- pox, than a frequent change of bed- 
cloaths, and indulgence in any amuſement which 
can produce chearfulneſs. From theſe concluſions, 
our author adduces ſome objections againſt the 
arguments which are brought in favour of inno- 
culation. From comparing the London bills of 
mortality, for different years, he finds, that a much 
greater number have died of the ſmall-pox, ſince 
the introduction of inoculation, than before. 
From this he concludes, that, even allowing inno- | 
culation to be of ſervice to individuals, it is un- 
queſtionably prejudicial to the public. Having 
pronounced inoculation inelfectual, he next con- 


ſiders, 
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fiders, by what remedies the malignity of the 
ſmall-pox may be diminiſied. On this ſubject, 
he preſents us with the ſentiments entertained by 
different eminent writers, concerning antimony 


and 2 He obſerves, that, as inoculation 


has Heen found no leſs ſucceſsful without, than 
with them, the advocates in their favour muſt al- 
low their incflicacy z but that at the ſame time 
it is clear they have been given to many thou- 
lands, without any bad conſequences. He is of 
opinion, therefore, that no reaſon remains why 
we ſhould oppoſe the authority of thoſe great men 


who have recommended them, Hence he con- 


cludes with recommending their uſe to people 


in general, ſo ſoon as the fmall-pox become epi- 


demic. 
On the meaſles, our author tells us, it is unne- 
ceflary for him to offer any obſervations, on ac- 


count of their ſimilarity to the ſmall-pox, of which 


he has already treated, and tothe ſcarlet-feyer, of 
which he next propoſes to treat. 

In treating of the ſcarlet-fever, which is the 
ſubje& of the 7th chapter, Dr de Haen, as he had 
before done with regard to the ſmall-pox, ſets out 
with ſome hiſtories of the diſeaſe ; and he has 
here preſented us with a particular detail of three 
caſes 
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caſes in which it was malignant. From theſe he 
concludes, that bleeding and Peruvian bark are re- 
medies highly neceſſary in the ſcarlet- fever; that 
different and improper names may be found affixed 
to this diſeaſe by eminent writers; that varieties 
in climate have produced differences in the de- 
ſcriptions which have been given of it; and that 
it has often been deſcribed by authors in ſuch a 
manner, as to be confounded, on the one hand, 
. with the ruſh, and, on the other, with the meaſles. 
He concludes his obſervations on this ſubje& with 
ſome remarks on the cure. e | 
In the #r/? ſtadium, he truſts to repeated bleed- 
ings, and the liberal uſe of Peruvian bark. He ob- 
| ſerves, that, if this laſt remedy can, with advan- 
tage, be employed for a long time, and in large 
doſes in any diſeaſe, it ſhould be ſo in ſcarlet-fever. 
In the ſecond ſtadium, the circumſtance chiefly 
diſtreſſing to patients, is a general leucophlegma- 
tic ſwelling of the whole body. For the removal 
of this, Dr de Haen recommends diuretics and 
purgatives. From the almoſt impenetrable ſtate 
of the ſurface, he is of opinion, that ſudorifics are 
ſeldom, if ever, to be employed. During the uſe 
of antiphlogiſtics, diuretics, and purgatives, the 
bark muſt not be omitted, particularly, if it open 
og. 5 the 


30 M n TT CAAED * 


tlie belly. He concludes with mentioning a re- 
medy, which, upon the authority of Plencize, has 
been recommended as highly efficacious in this 
diſcaſe. The formula is as follows: R Rhet electi, 
ir. ſal. coag. ad. dr. ii. Mercs dulc. Aur. fulmin. 
Extract, ſcil. ad. dr. i. Reb. junip. ge fe ut. f. pil. gr. i. 
vel i, One or two of theſe pills taken three or 


four times a- day, are ſaid to be powerful evacuants 
of ſerum, both by {tool and urine, But they muſt 


1 

. 

4 not be employed, if the feveriſh ſymptoms run 
* 33 5 high; and particular caution is neceſſary, that 

5 the aurum fulminans be properly prepared. 

„ Dr de Haen has already frequently treated of 
1 miliary and petechial fevers. Here, therefore, he 

| bt paſſes them over, and proceeds, in his ninth chap- 

* ter, to the conſideration of malignant fevers, ſtrict- 

* ly ſo called. On this ſubject, he preſents us with 


a detail of two caſes. Theſe caſes lead him to con- 
ſider the opinions of ſome eminent men, who 
maintain that all acute diſeaſes may be divided into 
thoſe which proceed from, or ate attended with 
with ſpiſſitude; and into thoſe which proceed from, 
or are attended with a diſſolved ſtate of the fluids, 
After examining this opinion at conſiderable length, 
he concludes, that it is ill founded, and may be 
highly prejudicial in practice, yy 


The 
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The laſt malignant diſeaſe, of which our author 
treats, is the plague. He rejeQs the diſtinction be- 


tween plague and peſtilential fever as uſeleſs, and e- 


ven prejudicial. He obſerves, that, when the 
plague commences, it is often difficult to diſtin- 
guiſh it from other malignant fevers; but adviſes 


that the ſame cautions ſhould be uſed in the one 


caſe as in the other. He would not, however, on 
this account, have patients confined to lazaretto's, 
which he repreſents as highly prejudicial, on 


their preſent footing. He imagines the infected 
might be cut off from communication with the 
ſound, and, at the ſame time, allowed the bene- 


fit of free air. For this purpoſe, he adviſes, that 
lazaretto's ſhould be ſpacious buildings, high 


roofed, and conſtructed with numerous doors and 


windows, kept frequently open ; that they ſhould 


never be crowded with patients; and that they 
ſhould be provided with every poſſible aſſiſtance, 
But all theſe precautions will, he imagines, be ve- 
ry ineffectual, unleſs ſome other method be 


followed in the cure of the plague, than has hither- 


to been put in practice. He obſerves, that the 


phyſicians of all nations, for many ages paſt, have 
diſcharged bleeding in the plague, upon the ſup- 


poſition, that it will l the great debility 3 
which 
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which attends this diſeaſe. Our author combats 


this opinion, and recommends the liberal uſe of 


the lancet. In ſupport of this, he adduces the 
authority of the Dutch Conſul at Smyrna, a place 
where the plague frequently rages: By him he is 
informed that thoſe practitioners have there the 


greateſt ſucceſs in private practice, who treat their 


patients with large and e bleedings and 
mineral acids. 
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Antonii de Haen, S. C. R. A. Maje/tatis conſili- 


_ ari et archiatri, &c. Ratio Medendi Continuata. 


Tom. I. Pars 2. N Vien. Auſt. 


N a former part of the Ratio Medendi, Dr de 


. Haen had treated, at conſiderable length, - 
concerning the effects of hanging and drowning. 


Inſtigated by the more ſucceſsful, but not more 
| laborious endeavours of the ſociety at Amſterdam 
for recovering drowned people, he again under- 


took a courſe of experiments on this ſubject. He 


apologizes for the appearance of cruelty in his ex- 


periments, from the ſervice they may afford to 


mankind, and from the dearneſs of corn at the time, 


which often rendered dogs too e to their 


maſters. 


He ſets out with an abſtract of the third volume 


of the tranſactions of the ſociety at Amſterdam. 
He obſerves, 1 e, That many of thoſe. who reco- 


vered, had been but a few minutes under water, 


| VOL. : ; | C ſome 5 
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ſome had been a quarter of an hour, others half an 


hour, and one a whole hour. 24%, That, of the 


fifty-three caſes which are given, forty- eight had 
medical aſſiſtance, immediately upon being taken 
out of the water, one within a quarter of an hour, 
three within half an hour, and the remaining one 
within three quarters of an hour. 3dly, That, in 
nineteen patients, ſigns of life were very ſoon per- 
ceived ; in fix others, within three hours; and in 
fourteen, who recovered, the time is not mention- 


ed. 4thly, That remedies were continued for two, 


three, ſix, eight, and fixteen hours, after ſigns of 
liie appeared. 5hly, That, of thoſe who recover- 
cd, one, who had been drunk before he fell into 
the water, died in two days; another, who had 
ſcarcely been cured of a pleuriſy, died in five days 


a third after the firſt appearances of life; a fourth, 


who had been ſuſpended by the feet, and rough- 
ly ſhaken, ater two hours; a fifth, within fix 
hours after the firſt appearances of lite ; and a 
fixth, who was ſixty years old, and had been 
roughly ſhaken on a caſk, died after the third day; 
ſo that a ſixth part ſurvived their recovery but a 
ſhort time : And, 6thly, That ſeven recovered who 
had a blackneſs in the face, and who had dil- 


charged a quantity of froth from the mouth 


and noſe ; one had a fever afterwards, and the 
PER face 
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face of another remained ſwelled and livid for a 
conſiderable time. To theſe are added ſome o- 
ther caſes of the recovery of drowned people com- 
municated to the ſociety by correſpondents. 
Our author then proceeds to enumerate the 
remedies by which theſe recoveries were effected. 
Theſe were, agitation of all kinds ; every fort of 
ſtimulus applied to the mouth, noſe, and reQum ; 
bleeding; heat, both by warm cloaths, and 
warm water; blowing air into the trachea ; ſti- 
mulants conſiſting of bliſters, warm aſhes, and 
the like, applied to the head, ancles, thiglis, pit 
of the ſtomach, and other parts. 
After this review of what had been done by 
others, Dr de Haen proceeds to relate his own 
experiments. 'I'wo bodies were brought to him 
which had been found ſwimming in the Danube 3 
but as they were already in a corrupted ſtate, 
he eſteemed it unneceſſary to attempt any cure. 
A boy who had fallen into a well, which was 
then full of water and dung mixed together, was 
taken out cold, a quarter of an hour after the ac- 
cident. At the end of twenty-ſix hours he was 
brought to the hoſpital. He was there wrapt in 
warm cloaths, two ounces and a half of cold thick 
blackiſh blood were taken from the jugular vein, 
| O 2 1 
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and every kind of ſtimulus was uſed, but 
in vain. The next caſe our author mentions 
is that of a ſtudent who was found in the 
Danube: But no account could be given how 
he cane there, or how long he had been in the 
water. It appeared that he had fallen in with 
ſome force, as there was a contuſion on his fore- 


head. Every means of cure was tried, but pro- 


ved ineffectual. Another caſe, which is here re- 


lated, is that of a joiner. Thoſe who found him 


put a rope about his neck and lifted him up tor 


_ every paſſenger to view. About ten or twelve 


hours after he had fallen into the water, he was 


brought to the hoſpital. But, although eight 
ounces of cold black blood were drawn from 


the jugular vein, and every other means of 
cure was uled, he could not be recovered. 
The laſt caſe mentioned by our author is that of 
a workman who fell from the turret of a citadel, 
Tito a lake, with his head downwards. He diſ- 
appcared for a quarter of an hour, and was taken 
up without figns of life. But, after, being ex- 
poſed to the ſun, and ſhaken by the feet, he ſeem- 
ed to fetch a deep breath. He was then put to 
bed, and, by means of various ſtimuli, ſoon re- 
covered entirely. From this Dr de Haen ob- 
: ſerves, 
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ſerves, that his want of ſucceſs ſeems principally 
to have been occaſioned by delay. 

In the ſecond chapter Dr de Haen relates his 
experiments on dogs, which are fifteen in num- 
ber. Twelve dogs were drowned, and, though 
ſome of them were taken up after being kept 


under water for a few minutes only, none of 
them could be recovered. The water in which 


they were drowned was tinged, but it did not 
appear in their ſtomachs. Upon diſſection, in 
ſeven of them there appeared ſigns of the water 
having been inſpired. In two the lungs were 
free. In two the meninges of the brain and lungs 
were inflamed, And two were not opened. 

Three dogs were hanged, and attempted to 
be recovered by the means recommended by 
Lord Verulam, Morgagni, and others, but with- 
out effect. In one nothing remarkable appear- 
ed in the lungs. In another, from whom an 
ounce of blood was taken from the Jugular vein, 
the dura and pia mater were of the natural ap- 
pearance, but the lungs were much inflamed, 
In the third, the meninges were ſound, and there 
was no effuſion in the ventricles of the bram, 
but the left lobe of the lungs was turgid with 
blood, 
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he inclined, to have recovered one in fixteen, 
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In the ſucceeding chapter, we are preſented 
with ſome obſervations on theſe experiments. 


The bad ſucceſs which Dr de Hacn had with the 
men, he aſcribes to the length of time which in- 
terveened before remedies were tried. Nor does 


he think this invalidated by the death of the 


dogs, although for their recovery remedies were 
immediately tried; becauſe dogs are naturally 
worſe to recover than men, as they are kept 
forcibly under the water, which 1s not the caſe 


with men; and as he would have been able, had 


which he thinks, would be no inconſiderable 
proportion, even in the human ſpecies, 
| 8 


He next attempts to explain the reaſon for the 
diverſity of opinion concerning the cauſe of death 
in thoſe who have been drowned. This he a- 
ſcribes to partial concluſions from a few experi- 
ments. Some having never found water in the 
lungs, thought it never was there; and others, 
from its preſence, drew a contrary concluſion, 

Some have aſcribed the death in ſuch caſes to 
that ſpecics of apoplexy which ariſes from a 
great fulneſs of the ſtomach. This opinion our 
author rejccts, from the want of ſuch fulneſs in 
the thirteen dogs he diſſected; from the want of 

the 
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the common marks of apoplexy upon the diſſec- 
tion of the brain; and from the actual preſence 
of water in the lungs, He is of opinion that 
death, in conſequence - of drowning, happens 
from the water getting into the gh, and ſtop» 
ing the blood in the arteries. He then diſcuſſes 
the queſtion, how far blowing air into the lungs 
is uſeful in recovering drowned people. If their 
death 18 to be aſcribed to the water entering the 
lungs, this practice, he obſerves, mult be hurtful, 
as it will increaſe the preſſure on the blood-vei- 
ſels, or may even force the water into them, 
which, upon the authority of Louis's experiments, 
he alledges is poſſible. But, in ſpite of this rea- 
ſoning, he aſſerts that, from experience, it has 
been found uſeful. In ſupport of this, he pro- 
duces the authority of Becker, Littraeus, Senac, 
Petit, the Count de Maurepas, and of Louis him- 
ſelf. As this teſtimony throws ſome doubt on 
his former experiments, hc promiſes to reſume 


the ſubject hereafter. 


The author, in the fourth chapter, propoſes to 
examine, whether the ſame remedies ſhould be 
employed tor the recovery of hanged as of drown- 
ed perſons. For this purpoſe, he obſerves, it is 

neceſſary to aſcertain the proximate cauſe of death 
C4 from 
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from hanging. Upon conſulting authors, he 
found that Wepfer, Littraeus, Alberti, Bruhie- 
rius, and Boerhaave, have aſcribed it to apoplexy. 
Their arguments for this are chiefly drawn 
from the livid colour of the face and head; from 


the turgeſcency of the veſſels of the brain; from 


the inflammation of the eyes; and from the 


ſparks of fire which thoſe who have ſurvived hang- 
ing alledge they have perceived from their eyes. 


R On the contrary, Bonctus, Petit, Haller, and 
Lanciſi, from obſerving that death is induced by 


any ſmall body falling into the glottis, have aſcri- 
bed it to the ſtoppage of reſpiration. Others, 
deeming both theſe cauſes ill- founded, have a- 


ſcribed it to a luxation of the vertebrae of the 


neck. The opinions on this ſubject are conclu- 


ded with ſome remarks from Morgagni, Van 


Doeveren, and Stolte. | 

He next adduces the authority of many emi- 
nent authors in proof of the poſſibility of recover- 
ing people who have been hanged ; and obſerves, 
in general, that with bleeding in the jugular vein, 


and anointing the neck with warm oil, the ſame 
remedies are to be employed in this caſe, as for 
the recovery of drowned people. 


= „ 
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Having given the ſentiments of others, Dr de 
Haen proceeds in the next chapter to relate ſome 
new experiments which he made with a view of 
aſcertaining the cauſe of death, both in people 
hanged and drowned. He here preſents us with 
ſeven experiments on dogs, four of which were 
hanged, and three drowned. Upon diſſection, 
he finds evident marks of congeſtion in the 
jungs, but no aftection of the brain, 

To theſe experiments he ſubjoins ſeveral re- 
marks. He obſerves, 1/7, That, when the brain 
appears affected, after hanging or drowning, it 
muſt be aſcribed to an old headach, or ſome ſuch 
cauſe. 2dly, That the death of people hanged 
is not to be aſcribed to luxation or fracture of the 
vertebrae of the neck. 3dly, That, by the liga- 
ture put round the neck in hanging, the trachea 

is completely ſhut. And, 4thly, That death, 
from hanging or drowning, is to be aſcribed to 
the ſame cauſe, | ge 

In the next chapter, our author preſents us 
with farther experiments and obſervations from 
diſſection. Upon examining the body of a man 
who was drowned, he found the lungs tumid ; 
and, though wounded, they did not collapſe ; up- 

on preſſure, he ſqueezed from them half a pound 
of reddiſh frothy matter. Upon diſſecting ano- 
1 | 9 ther, 
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ther, who was hanged, he found that the cord 
had not preſſed upon the trachea, but upon the 
part between the ſcutiform cartilage and the os 
hyoides, and that the compreſſion had been 
imperfect. In this man the pia mater was very 
red; under the tunica arachnoidea a quantity of 
whitiſh ſerum was found, and the brain appear- 
ed to be interſperſed with many red veſſels. The 
lungs were tumid, did not collapſe upon being 
handled, and, when cut, poured forth blood ra- 
ther than froth, 


The ae dict of the brain which was pere ob- 
ſerved, our author aſcribes to ſome chronic diſ- 
eaſe, and imagines that, from the compreſſion 
not being complete, the appearances in the lungs 
were leſs conſiderable than would otherwiſe have 
been the cafe. © 


In the ſeventh chapter, Dr de Haen examines 
the propriety of ſuſpending drowned people by 
the feet. He allows that this practice will be hurt- 
ful from determining to the head ; but obſerves, 
that we frequently uſe hurtful remedies, when the 
advantages derived from them preponderate ; 
and is of opinion that it will be uſeful, by agita- 
ting the viſcera againſt each other, and thus re- 


newing 


* 


COMMENTARIES. 43 


* 


newing their motions. He next conſiders the 
propriety of laryngotomy. On this ſubject he 
adduces many objections againſt the opinion of 
Dethardingius, who is a great advocate in its fa- 
your. He imagines that many advantages which 
have been derived from it, are to be aſcribed to 
the irritation in conſequence of the rude manner 
in which it was performed. But promiſes to 
conſider its effects hereafter, by farther experi- 
ments. He concludes this chapter with ſome 
reſpectable authorities to prove, that hanged peo- 


ple are to be recovered in the ſame manner ag 
drowned people, 


The eight and laſt charts 18 . by our 
author in obviating two objections which had 
been brought againſt his doctrine. The firſt 18, 
that people have often been recovered who had | 
lain ſeveral days and hours under water, although 
few or no means were attempted for their re- 
covery. To this he anſwers, that the time for 
which people are under water, in many caſes, 
cannot be aſcertained; and that the many im- 
| probable ſtories which are told ſufficiently inva- 

date the reſt, The ſecond objection is, that 
there is reaſon to ſuſpect that the means of cure 


which 
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which our author has recommended would often 

extinguiſh any remaining ſparks of life. To this 

he anſwers, that, in cafes where a recovery takes 

place, tokens of life appear at very different 
times, and that he never would adviſe ſevere or 

tedious methods of cure where more gentle and 

more expeditious ones were not firſt tried with- 
out effect. | 


IV. oannis 


COMMENTARIES. 49 


IV. 


Joannis Friderici Meckel, Nova Experimenta et 
Obſervationes de Finibus venarum et vaſorum 
Lymphaticorum in ductus viſceraque excretoria 


Corports humant, ejuſdemque Structurae utilitate, 
Bvo, Lugd. Bat. 


TN this treatiſe Dr Meckel ſets out with ſome 
obſervations on the opportunities which ſtill 
remain of adding to our knowledge of the 
ſtructure of the human body. He obſerves par- 
ticularly, that the doctrine of ſecretion ſtill re- 
mains involved in great uncertainty. And he 
concludes his introduction with mentioning the 
intention of the preſent work, which is, to point 
out the different kinds of abſorption, and the pur- 
poſes for which they are intended. 


After theſe e abforvations, our au- 
thor, in the firſt ſection, proceeds to treat of the 
return of the lymph into the blood. Upon in- 
jecting lymphatic veſſels with mercury, he has 
often found it paſs into the red veins, without a- 


ny 
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ny extravaſation; but the nature of the com- 
munication he could not diſcover, ftill he hap- 
pened to inject, by a lymphatic coming from the 
pelvis, a gland partly ſchirrous. He there found 
that mercury entered the ſound part of it very 
readily ; but, when it came to the ſchirrus, it was 
obſtructed by a weight which ſupported eighteen 
inches of mercury. By preſſure, however, he 
forced the mercury into the {ſmaller duds of the 
gland; and then faw it pals through a vein from 
the gland into the inferior cava. From this he 
infers, that, when the body is in health, there is a 
natural communication between the lymphatic 
veſſels and the veins of conglobate glands ; but 
that this paſſage 1s much ſmaller than that into 


the lymphatic above the gland. From this ſtruc- 
ture our author deduces the following pbyſiologi- 
cal obſervations. He alledges, that, in order to 
prepare every ſecreted liquor in the body, abſorp- 
tion from the ſecreting organ is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary; and that, in the preparation of lymph, 
this abſorption is performed by the veins. He 
farther obſerves, that by this ſtructure the lymph 
will be conveyed into the blood, when the lym- 
phatics are either obſtructed or ruptured ; and, 
by this means, many diſeaſes will be prevented. 

| | Dr Meckel, 
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Dr Meckel, in- the ſecond ſection, treats of ab- 
ſorption taking place by means of the veins from 
the mammae. He here gives an account of his 
having injeQed with mercury, through the tubes of 
the nipples, the breaſts of women, both ſoon be- 
fore and ſoon after delivery. Upon injecting the 
mamma of a woman foon after delivery, which {till 
adhered to the muſcles of the thorax, the mercu- 


ry, after having filled the gland, readily patled into 
the veins of the mamma, and from thence into 


the trunk of the axiilary vein. Upon injecting the 
breaſts of a woman who had died in labour, this 
communication of the la&iferous tubes with the 


veins was alto found. But, by this injection, he 


diſcovered another ſingularity, for, upon tying the 
veins and the lactiferous tube at which he injected, 
the mercury burit through another lactiterous tube 
of the nipple, and upon tying this, through a third, 
more remote. From repeated trials in this man- 
ner, he concludes, that the laQiferous tubes have 
a communication with each other. In order to 
prove that this anaſtomoſis takes place in the ex- 
treme branches only of theſe tubes, our author 


obſerves, -1/?, That the communication ſeems to 


ſubſiſt equally between the neareſt and the moſt 
diſtant branches. 2dly, That he inſerted the tube 
| into 
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into which he injected belowthe nipple. And, 2dly, 
"That, after trying every means in his power, he 
was never able to diſcover the lactiferous circle de. 
ſcribed by Nuck. This communication of the 
veins with the lactiferous tubes, our author ima- 
gines, is neceſſary, both for the preparation of 


the milk, and for its return into the blood in thoſe 


who do not ſuckle. He obſerves, that, for the pre- 
paration of milk, the lymphatics ſerve to carry off 
the ſuperabundant aqueous parts of the blood, and 


the veins the ſaline and carthy parts; ſo that no- 


thing but the bland butyraceous part is left to paſs 
through the lactiferous tubes. From this com- 
munication alſo, he infers, that thoſe who have 
aſcribed diſeaſes to the return of the milk into the 
blood, have greatly erred. On the contrary, he 
alledges that the abſorption of this bland fluid in- 


6 F 1 
to the blood, is not only natural, but even uſeful. 


He farther obſerves, that, by this ſtructure, the re- 
ſolution of obſtructions of every kind is greatly 


facilitated; and that we ſhould endeavour, in every 


caſe of the ſtagnation of milk, to promote its re- 


turn through the veins by applications which tend 
to relax them, and to increaſe the action of the 
ſmall veſſels. 


In 


1 
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In the third ſection, the author treats of the ab- 
ſorption of ſemen from the veſiculae ſeminales. 
Upon injecting the veſiculae ſeminales of a ſtout 
man, after tying the ejaculatory tubes, he filled the 
hypogaſtric vein, and the venous plexus ſurround- 
ing the veſicles. Upon tracing the veias thus in- 
jected, he found them ariſing from the cavity of 
the veſicles, In this experiment, no lymphatic was 
injected. Having repeated the experiment ſeye- 
ral times, he found, for the moſt part, the ſame 
appearances z but he acknowledges that he could 
not inject the vein on every trial, 

Dr Meckel alledges that this ſtructure is inten- 
ded for the return of ſuch parts of the ſemen to 
| the blood, as he ſuppoſes are too viſcid to be 
reabſorbed by thelymphatics. Hence he concludes, 
that we need not be apprehenſive of an accumu- 
lation of ſemen in the veſicles; and that, if this 
complaint ſhould occur, it is to be obviated by 
ſuch remedies as tend to facilitate the circulation, 
and not by corroborants and aſtringents, which 
might be ſuppoſed to promote abſorption. 


Dr Meckel, in the fourth ſection, treats of the 
influence of abſorption upon the bile. Having 
frequently injected the lymphatics of the liver 
through the biliary dudts, he adds, that by preſſing 
Vol. I. D fluids 
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fluids {till farther, he has alfo ;njafted the vena ca. 


va. He could not, however, by any force, or by any 


method, puſh his injection into the vena portarum, 
or hepatic artery. After theſe injections, upon 
examining the liver with the greateſt accuracy, 
both with his naked cye and good glaſſes, he ne- 
ver could diſcover any extravaſation. Ile farther 
obſerves, that, when extravaſation took place, the 
paſſage of the injection into the lymphatics and 
veins was impeded. . 


This ſtructure, our author imagines, is intended 


for carrying off the aqueous parts of the fluids, 


that the bile may be prepared and perfected. From 
this alſo, he accounts for the ready paſſage which 
the bile finds into the blood, when the ductus cho- 


ledichus is obſtructed, as happens in jaundice and 
for the yellow colour which happens in hydropic 


caſes, as the bile is then more watery in its nature 


than uſual, 


The ſubje& of the laſt ſection is the abſorption 


which takes place from the bladder. Having en- 
deavoured to inflate the bladder by the urethra, 


our author found, that all the air paſſed through 


the veſicular veins, and from thence into the trunk 


of the hypogaſtric veins. He alſo obſervedthe ſame 


appearances upon the injection of water. 


As 


Y 
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As the bladder was, to all appearance, in a 
{ound ſtate, our author concludes, that there is 
always a paſſage for fluids through its veins. This 


| ſtructure, he imagines, is intended for conveying 
the ſubtile watery lymph from the bladder; and 


for preventing the urine from ſtagnating long there, 
and thus becoming acrid. He imagines that this 
opinion is confirmed by thoſe cafes in which a 


conſiderable quantity of a fluid, reſembling urine 


in colour and ſmell, has been diſcharged from the 


_ arm-pits, upon a ſuppreſſion of the natural excre- 


tion of urine. 
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V. 


Hes xions on the General Treatment and Cure of 


Fevers. Bvo, London. 


O name is printed on the title page of tlits 
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treatiſe; nor could the author, with juſtice, 


allume to himiſelf the merit which may be due to 
thoſe new opinions it cont: ins. We arc here preſent- 


ed with a conciſe, but tolerably diſlinct view of the 
docs of fevers, which hos, for ſeveral years paſt, 


been deliveredby one of the proſeſſors of medicine 
in this priverſity. The author, in his preface, in- 
culcates the mportance of attending to fevers at. 
their commencement. The firſt ſection treats 
of fevers in general; onr author here follows 


Dr Cullen in excluding the febris continens, 


| * * 
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it as Dis opinion, that the only genera 


of tever, diſtinctly marked, are three; the nervous, 


intermittent, and inflammatory. As the laſt 
of theſe is neither contagious, nor ariſes from 
any determined ſource of infection, he propoſes 
to conſine his refliexions to the two former. 


The ſecond ſeftiontreats of intermittents, under 
which term he likewiſe includes the remittents. He 


Che 
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endeavours to prove, from many reſpectable autho- 
rities, that they are the ſame in all climates; and 
that they are produced by 'marſh miaſmata, 
by witch he means poiſonous vapours ariſing from 
ſwampy grounds, lakes, woods, or the like. Me 


is inclined to believe, that intermittents are conta- 


gious, as the dyſentery, to which they are nearly 


allied, 1s allowed to be ſo: He concludes with ob- 
ſerving, that, from the different degrees of activity 
of the marſh miaſmata, or from the different ſtates 
of the perſons expoſed to them, the fevers they 
produce will vary in their appearance; from 
which he accounts for the numerous diſtinctions 
of authors. 


He proceeds, in the third ſection, to conſider 
the nervous fever. This diſeaſe, he alledges, ariſes 
chiefly from contagion, and is characterized by a 
mall, weak, frequent pulſe, deſpondeney, and a 
ſudden dim: jution of ſtrength. 


In treating of the actual ſources of fevers, in 
the fourth ſcion, he obſerves, that all the va- 
riety of 1 intermittent and continued fevers proba- 


bly derive their origin from marſh miaimata and 


common contagion ; but in what the virulence of 
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theſe ſources of babe YR he ledger, is yet 
undetermined. 
He procceds, in the fifth ſection, to conſider 
marſh miaſmata more particularly. He obferves, 


that, from this ſource chiefly, if not ſolely, all in- 


termittents are produced. For the production of 


theſe miaſmata, according to our author, heat 
and moiſture muſt be conjoined; neither of them 


ſeparately being ſufficient. The ſubject of the next 
ſection is human effluvia or contagion. This he re- 
fers to an exhalation from the human body under 
diſeaſe, and aſſigns as the principal cauſe of ner- 
vous fevers. 

In the ſeventh ſection, the author contends, that 
cold alone can never produce epidemic inter- 
mittents, or nervous fevers. He allows, however, 
that, united with miaſmata or contagion, it may 
have conſiderable inlluence in modifying fevers; 7 


although it can be eſteemed only a remote 
cauſc. 


In the eighth ſection, the author offers Cn re- 


flections on the diſeaſes of the fluids in general, 
Morbid deviations, in theſe, he obſerves, have been 


conſidered as the cauſe of many diſeaſes. But to 


this ſource he thinks that a few of the cachexiae 


only can, with propriety, be referred. He 1s of opi- 


nion, 
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nion, that the ſuppoſition of lentor or viſcidity, and 
acrimony of the blood exiſting in the ſyſtem, as 
cauſes of fever, may be totally rejected as hypothe- | 
tical and improbable. 


In the ninth ſection, our author preſents us with 
a detail of the ſymptoms of fever; and, in the 
tenth, with ſome reflections on theſe ſymptoms. 
From a view of what takes place in every paro- 
xyſm, he thinks there evidently appears, in fever, 
debility, ſpaſm, and increaſed action; the laſt he 
conſiders as the eFett of the two former! He con- 
cludes, therefore, that debility and ſpaſm form 
the proximate cauſe of fever; and the increaſed 
action, with the ſubſequent ſweat, the natural cure. 
From theſe conſiderations, he deduces the two 
following indications for the cure of fevers. 


I To remove the ſpaſm by ſuch remedies as 
relax the capillary. or extreme veſſels. 


II. To ſtrengthen the ſyſtem, | in order + to pre- 
vent the recurrence of afreſh paroxyſm. 


Having offered. theſe reflections on the nature : 
of fevers, our author next proceeds to treat of 
their cure. In the eleventh ſection, he offers a 
few general obſervations; and, in the ten ſuc- 
ceeding ones, treats of particular remedies. | 


Dy: He 
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He obſerves, that few ſymptoms indicating 
bleeding occur in thoſe tevers which are the 
ſubjects of this eſſay; and that it behoves every 
practitioner to be deliberate in adviſing this re- 
medy in remittent and nervous tevers, eſpecially 
where they are characteriſed by great debility, a 
general diſſike to motion, a weak, ſoft, low pulſe, and 


dejection of mind. But, where this remedy muſt 
be employed, he obſerves, that it is more neceſ- 


ſary, uſeful, and eaſily borne, in the fevers occur- 


ring in ſpring than in autumn. In fevers attend- 
ed with putrefaction, bleeding, he alledges, muſt 


be entirely rejected; but he adds, that the ſymp- 


toms, not the name of the diſeaſe, ſhould direct 


the uſe of the lancet. 


Emetics have been given in fevers, either to 
excite full and frequently repeated vomiting; or 


to produce nauſea and ſickneſs, with little or no 
vomiting. The firſt, he obſerves, is neceſſary to 


evacuate the ſtomach, and emulge the excretories. 
In either way they tend to take off ſpaſm. But 


the latter, he alledges, is to be preferred, as not 
being attended with many inconveniencies and 
bad conſequences which ariſe fram full vomiting. 
Heſides, nauſeating doſes have the advantage of 


being more certain in their ellects, of determi- 
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ning more powerfully to the ſurface, and of pro- 
ving laxative. In treating of particular emetics, 
he preters ipecacoanha for producing full vomit- 
ing, and the antimonials for keeping up nauſea. 
He recommends emetic tartar as free from every 

inconvenience to which the other antimonials 
are expoſed. 

Camphor he eſteems principally calculated for 
the cure of maniacal fevers. Caſtor, ſaffron, va- 
lerian, and contrayerva, he rejects as totally uſe- 
leſs in all fevers. Saline draughts may, he thinks, 
: act as diuretics and diaphoretics ; but have a ten- 
dency to promote putrefaction. He eſteems vo- 
latile alkali the ſafeſt cordial, and moſt effectual 
antiſpaſmodic in fevers attended with great debi- 
lity. 

After theſe obſervations on particular reme- 
dies, our author, in the twenty-firſt ſection, treats 
of a method ot putting a ſtop to fevers at their 
commencement. For the removal of the ſpaſm, 
he thinks it neceſſary to procure a general relaxa- 
tion of the capillary or extreme veſſels, and there- 
by an univerſal perſpiration. For this purpoſe, 
he adviſes that warm bricks, ſuddenly. immerſed 
in water, and wrapt in flannel, ſhould be applied 
to the feet and legs ; and that | tartar emetic, con- 
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joined with opium, ſhould be adminiſtred in ſuch 
a manner as to produce vomiting. By this means, 


he alledges a final ſolution of fever will often be 


produced. In thoſe caſes where it cauſes only a 
remiſſion, it affords a fair opportunity for throw- 


ing in the Peruvian bark, which may almoſt u- 
niverſally be done with ſafety and benefit. In 
confirmation of this practice, the author, in the 


twenty- ſecond ſection, ſubjoins a few caſes which 


were ſucceſsfully terminated by the treatment 
here propoſed. | 


Diſſertatis 


CUOMMENTARTES. 5 


7h VI. "63 
Differtatio Phyſica Experimentalis, de Calore Ani- 
malium. Auctore J. A. Braunio. Vid. Novi 
Cammentarii Academiae Scientiarum Imperialis 


Petropolitanae,Tom, XIII. ꝗto, Petropoli. 


THE author of this diſſertation is already 
well known to the learned world, from ha- 
ving produced fo great a degree of artificial cold 
as to congeal quick-filver. In the eſſay now be- 
fore us, he ſets out with obſerving, that the ex- 
tremes of heat and cold are entirely incapable of 
being meaſured. He adds, that different bodies 
in nature vary much with regard to the degree of 
heat they poſſeſs, but that living bodies, indepen- 
dent of their heat, as particles of matter, have 
an additional heat. This heat, he obſerves, is 
much varied in different animals ; but, for mea- 
ſaring all the varieties which occur in it, no other 
inſtrument is neceilary, but a common thermo- 
me 9 880 | 
Our author, after_ mentioning that 'the ther- 
mometer which he employed, was that of De 
P Ille, but that he has reduced all his obſerva- 
tions to the correſpondent degrees in Fahrenheit's 
ſcale, as being more generally known, points 


out 


very conſiderable, 


bo Mit D 1 t, 


out ſeveral cautions which are neceſſary for 


accurate obſervations ; particularly, that the ther- 
mometer be kept applied for a ſufficient length 


of time; and that, in examining the heighth to 


which the mercury has ariſen, the eye be kept 

horizontal to it. 5 
With theſe precautions, he found that tlie heat 

of the human body is about 97% or 98 degrees 


of Fahrenheit's thermometer ; and that this heat 


is nearly the ſame in all ages and ſexes. Upoh 


examining the heat of a calf, both by immerſing 


the thermometer into blood newly drawn, and by 
introducing it into an aperture of the abdomen, 
he found it at 104 degrees of Fahrenheit's ther- 


mometer. The heat of a pig he found to be the 


lame with the calt, and that of a goat at 101 de- 
grees. A "this cmometer placed between the 
thigus fa dog, pointed at 100 or 101; to this 
he thinks two LOU be added, as the difference 


betwixt che heat of ſuriace, and that of the viſce- 


ra, which makes the hw of dogs 102 degrees. 


From theſe CXPETIments it appears, that the heat 


- 


die human Tpecies was leſs than that of any 
qu» 01uped which he examined; but that even 
the cdilterence between the extremes was not 


Among 
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Among birds, he found greater exceſs above 
the heat of the human body. The heat in the 
abdomen of a gooſe he found to be 1074. It 
was the fame in cocks, hens, ducks, pidgeons, 
peacocks, pheaſants, and ſome others. In ſmaller 


birds, he found the heat 111 degrees. From 


eſe experiments it appears, that birds differ 
very little from each other in point of heat ; but 
nat all of them conſiderably exceed the human 
body. 
Upon examining a variety of thoſe fiſhes which 
zave gills in place of lungs, Mr Braun found, that 
they had no heat peculiar to themſelves, but ſoon 
»fumed the temperature of the medium in which 
they were kept, even when immerſed in water, 
of very different degrees of heat. But thoſe fiſh- 
es which have lungs, he found, poſſeſſed nearly 
the ſame degree of heat as quadrupeds. To the 
animals wanting native heat he alſo refers, frogs, 
in{ects, and thoſe animals which ſleep during the 


winter, while they remain in a torpid ſtate, 


Having related theſe obſervations reſpecting 


the heat of men and other animals in a ſtate of 


health, our author proceeds to obſerve, that in 
both it is greatly varied by diſeaſe. In fevers, he 
has in general obſerved the heat to be at 105, 

im 6, 7, 


* 
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6, 7, or 8 degrees in Fahrenheit's thermometer , 


and, even in the cold fit of fevers, two or three 
degrees above the natural ſtandard. 


The author next proceeds to inquire what de- 
gree of heat and cold men are capable of bear- 
ing. Upon this ſubject, he concludes, that the 
limits compatible with life are much diverſified 
from cuſtom and other circumſtances. He tells 

us that Richman in his baths could bear the heat 
at 125 degrees. That the common heat of the 
Ruſhan baths is 1062, and the greateſt 116 de- 
grees ; that dogs, when incloſed in baths, dic at 


different degrees of heat, at 115, 120, and 146; 
that fiſhes die at 111 degrees, though with that 
"1 5 5 heat frogs ſtill ſurvive. A ſparrow, he tells us, 
0 died in ſeven minutes when kept in a heat of 
N 146 degrees. Birds of paſſage, according to our 
5 author, are able to bear extremes of cold; and 
inſects, extremes both of heat and cold. 
Having related theſe obſervations, our author 
concludes the preſent eſſay with an inquiry con- 
cerning the theory of animal heat. He exa- 
mines particularly the opinions which ſuppoſe it 
oving to fermentation, electricity, and friction. 
The two former he rejects as hypothetical and 
unſatisfactory, and thinks it may with juſtice bc 
referred to the laſt. 
VIII. Experiences 
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Exßeriences Chimiques ſur la bile de Homme, et 
des Animaux, par M, Cadet. Vid. Hiſtoire de 


Academie — des Sciences, Annee 1767; 
410, Paris. 


Pon examining human bile, Mr Cadet found, 
chat, without being fœtid, it exhaled a 
nauſeous and very diſagreeable ſmell. When ex- 
poſed in a retort to a moderate fire, it roſe in large 
bui:bles, and paſſed almoſt entirely into the recipi- 
ent; but when, by a very flow evaporation, it was 

_ deprived of its air, it furniſhed, on diſtillation, a 
conſiderable quantity of water, a little volatile al- 
kali, and much animal oil, Spirit of ſalt poured 
upon it produced a flight efferveſcence. This 
having ſubſided, the mixture was filtrated and 
diluted with diſtilled water; it then formed a tranſ- 
parent liquor of a beautiful green colour. Upon 


evaporating this liquor lowly, it yielded a faline 
pellicle, which being dried, mixed with quick 
lime, and moiſtened with water, gave a very pun- 


gent ſmell of yolatile Alkali, IE in the opinion 
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of Mr Cadet, proves the pellicle to have heen a 


true ſal ammoniac, formed by the marine acid 


which was added to the bile, and a volatile Alkali, 


which the bile elf contained... 


In -rofehting this inquiry, Mr Cadet was redu- 
ced to the neceſſity of uſing ox bile, as he could 
not obtain human bile in ſufficient quantity. 


Upon mixing the marine acid with twenty-four 
times its weight ot ox bile, a coagulation inſucd, 


and a ſenſible odour of hepar ſulphuris exhaled ; 


but, in the ſpace of a few minutes, this coagulym 


difolved, and paſſed caſily through gray pa- 


per; but there remained on the paper a whitiſh 
gelatinous matter, which had floated on the ſur- 
face of the fluid. This appeared to be a ſub- 
{lance purely animal, and, upon being burnt, gave 
the Tame ſmell as horn would have done. The fi]- 
trated liquor was of a beautiful green colour, and 
gave, upon evaporation, a precipitate reſembling 
pitch. This colour, however, depended upon 
the continuity of parts; for paper or white wood 


immerſed into it, were tinged of a green colour. 
This precipitate appeared under the finger like loſt 
Wax, and took eaſily the impreſſion of a ſeal. 


The 
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The liquor from which it was depoſited, upon 
ſtanding, loſt its green colour, and aflumed a 
yellow, reſembling {mall beer. To the taſte it 
was very acid, andthe ſenſible qualities of the alt, 
which had been employed, could eaſily be diſtin- 
guiſned. When poured upon chalk, it produced 
a very briſk efferveſcence, from which Mr Cadet 
concluded that the acid was ſtill free. Upon the 
addition of new bile, the ſame phaenomena were 
produced as at firſt took place. By a ſecond e- 
vaporation of the liquor, a white ſalt, in the form 
of ſmall needles, was obtained. Being poured 
oft from any reſiduum, and again evaporated, a 
pellicle of brown falt was formed, which had the 
taſte of common falt, decrepitated in the fire; and 
in CV ery reſpe& appeared to be common ſalt ren- 
dered brown by an oily part which it obſtinately 
retained, This laſt, Mr Cadet imagines, was for- 
med by the marine acid which he employed, join- 
cd to an alkali before exiſting in the bile. In 
theſe experiments, he alſo diſcovered chryſtals, of 
the figure of trapezia, reſembling ſugar of milk. 

The next experiments our author made, were 
with the nitrous acid; but the weather being in- 
tenſely cold, the bile which was brought him for 


theſe experiments was in a frozen ſtate; ſo that 
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he was obliged to cut the gall- bladder, in order to 
get it out. The ſerum of the bile he found for- 
med into thin flakes of ice, without colour, ſmell, 
or taſte, The other part ſeemed to have ac- 
quired a conſiſtence thicker only than ordinary 
bile. In this ſtate, it was put into a glaſs veſſel; 
ſpirit of nitre was then poured upon it, which, by a- 
gitation, gradually acquired a red colour approach- 
ing to violet. But, as the ice melted, it became 
by degrees of a grey colour; at this Mr Cadet 
was ſurprized. He ſuſpected, however, it might 
ariſe from the ice being ſuddenly melted ; and, up- 
on repeating the experiment more ſlowly, the mix- 
ture took a beautiful green colour. 

This liquor, upon being filtrated, left the ſame 
gelatinous ſubſtance, upon the paper, as in the for- 
mer experiment, in which the marine acid had 
been uſed. When the nitrous acid was mixed 


with the bile, a nauſeous diſagreeable ſmell aroſe; 


not, however, like that of hepar ſulphuris, 
which was obſerved in the former caſe. The au- 
thor is of opinion, that the ſmell in the firſt expe- 
periment might have been owing to a beginning 


putreſceney in the bile; which in this caſe was 


prevented, from its being frozen. 


Thus liquor, upon evaporation, gave no reſi- 
nous precipitate, as in the firſt experiment. On 
the 
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the contrary, there aroſe to the ſurſace a yellow 
reſinous ſubſtance which felt ſoft to the touch, and 
adhered to the fingers, if they were not wet. 
This liquor appeared of a beautiful yellow citron 
colour. The abſence of green Mr Cadet alcribes to 
1 ſubtile phlogiſton, being, in this caſe, carried off 
rom the bile by the nitrous acid, which he imagines 
nad eſcaped the marine acid in the firſt experiment. 

This liquor was very acid and very tranſparent. 
When evaporated in a glaſs veſſel to one third, it 
yielded quadrangular cryitals. Upon continuing 

the evaporation, there aroſe more of the yellow 
reſinous ſubſtance; and the liquor, upon being al- 
lowed to cool, yielded new quadrangular cryſtals, 
and another ſalt of the form of needles, which 
adhered ſtrongly to the ſides of the veſſel. 

The quadrangular falt here found, our au- 
thor alledges, was true quadrangular nitre, formed 
by the nitrous acid which was added to the bile, 
and the baſe of marine ſalt exiſting in it. He ſup- 
poſes that the common ſalt which is contained in 

our aliment, is. decompoſed in the body; that the 
acid joins a volatile alkali there preſent ; and that 
the baſe, becoming free, unites itſelf with the ani- 
mal oil, to form this ſpecies of ſoap, called bile. . 
After this, Mr Cadet dried ſome bile; ; upon 
calcining i it, he found that it gave a imell like he- 
DE EO 
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par ſulphuris ; and the aſhes being waſhed yielded 
a ſalt, perfectly reſembling that which is got from 
the ſea plant Kali. This falt was faturated with 
vitriolic acid; and the mixture, upon eryſtalli- 
zation, yielded a fine glauber falt, which our au- 
thor conſiders as a farther proof, that the baſe of 
common ſalt is always preſent in the bile. 

From theſe experiments, Mr Cadet concludes, 
/, That the bile, having undergone a beginning 
putrefaction, yields a volatile alkali, which proba- 
bly does not exiſt in the animal body, and that 
this volatile alkali will form, with the marine acid, 

à kind of ſal ammoniac. 


2dly, That the mineral acids, at firſt, coagulate 
the bile, but afterwards render it ſufficiently fluid 
to paſs through grey paper, which it will not na- 
turally do. 
3d y, That the needle:like ſalts, which he found, 
are produced by the combination of the acids 
with a calcareous earth preſent in the bile, and 


are true ſelenites. To theſe our author a- 
ſcribes the origin of biliary coneretions. 


4thly, That the chryſtals which he obſerved o 


the form of trapezia, differ very little from ſugar 
of milk. 


And 
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And, finally, That the bile is a true ſoap, form- 
ed of an animal oil, and the alkaline baſe of ſea 
ſalt; that it contains alſo a ſalt of the nature 
of milk; and a calcareous earth, which is ſlightly 
ferruginous. 
The author thinks it probable, that theſe two laſt 
principles, together with the nature of the oil, are 
the cauſes of the bitterneſs and colour which the 
bile poſſeſſes; and which are not found in ordina- 
ry ſoap. 
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VIII. 


An Anilyſis of the Chalybeate Waters of Briſtol, 
in Penßylvania, in two Letters from Dr John 
de Normandie of Briitol, addreſſed to Dr Tho- 
mas Bonde, one of the Vice-Pręſidents of the 
American Phileſophical Society, held at Phila- 
delphia. Vid. . ranſactions of the American 

Philoſaphical Society. Vol. I. 4to, Philadel- 
phia. 


N theſe letters the author endeavours to aſcer- 
1 tain the principles with which the waters of 
Briſtol in Penſylvania are impregnated, and to 
point out the purpoſes to which they can be ap- 
plied in the cure of diſeaſes. The firſt letter con- 
tains ſeven experiments, from which our author 
concludes, that the water he deſcribes contains, 
in its natural ſtate, a large proportion of iron diſ- 
ſolved in pure water, by means of an acid. The 
effects which follow from drinking it, he alledges, 
are the following. It quickens the pulſe z excites 
an agreeable warmth in the ſtomach ; promotes 

TR the 
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the appetite; and occaſions a flow of ſpirits and 
great chearfulneſs. 


The ſecond letter contains nine experiments. 
From the firſt five of theſe, our author draws the 


ſame concluſions with regard to the principles of 


the waters, as before. From the ſixth, he con- 
_ cludes, that they contain a ſmall portion of a neu- 
tral ſalt; from the ſeventh and eighth, that they 
are impregnated with ſulphur ; ; and from the 


ninth, that they tend to an Ukatine nature. In 
this letter, he adds, that they act as a quick diu- 


retic; that, at firſt drinking, they generally prove 

cathartic, and always tinge the excrements black ; 
| that, from the ſtate of the ſtomach, they ſome- 
times prove emetic; that, in ſome caſes, they 
produce a momentary intoxication z and that 
they communicate an immediate ſtrength and vi- 
gour to the whole ſyſtem. 


From theſe effects, our author alledges it might 
reaſonably be concluded, that they would be 
highly beneficial in many diſeaſes, But, as a 
farther teſt of their utility, he ſubjoins ten caſes, 
in which he employed them with advantage. 


From theſe he concludes, that they are a ſafe 
and active chalybeate ; and that they may be em- 
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ployed with particular advantage in old obſtinate 
ulcers; in inveterate rheumatiſms; in violent 
coughs, even when attended with bectic com- 


plaints ; and in all Nervous AHOPaers ariſing from 
relaxation, 


IX. 


A Caſe of Tetanus and Locked Jaw, cured by ama- 
mazing quantities of Opium; by Dr Archi- 
bald Gloſter of St John's, Antigua: communi- 
cated to John Morgan, M. D. and F. R. S. Oc. 
and by him laid before the American Philoſophi- 
ral Society. Vide Tranſactions of the American 
Phileſophical Society. Vol. I. 4to, Philadel- 
phia. 


HE ſubje&t of this caſe was a Negro, forty 
years of age. He was ſeized with tetanus 
3 imprudent expoſure to night-air, after ha- 


ving ſuffered exceſſive heat in the day-time. Dr 
Gloſter ſaw him the ſecond day after the attack, 


at which time his ſymptoms were very ſevere, 
He immediately had recourſe to opium, which 
was 


Ws 
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was given to the quantity of five grains -every 


third hour, 1 in a powder, conjoined with contra- 


yerva, camphor, and nitre. The doſe of the 
opium was afterwards much increaſed. It 
Was united with cinnabar and musk, and at 
laſt given to the extent of twenty grains 
every third hour, For the firſt ſix days he 
continued without any relief; after this, his 
iymptoms began gradually to abate, and, in thir- 


tcen days longer, were ſo much diminiſhed, that 


it was thought unneceſſary to continue his medi- 


cines. During the courſe of this diſeaſe, be- 
fides the powders with opium, Dr Gloſter em- 


ployed baths, fomentations, liniments, clyſters, 


and friction. It is very remarkable that, during 


the firſt ſeventeen days, after this patient began 
che opium, he took fifteen hundred grains of it 
without producing any diſturbance in his mind. 
or the leaſt affection of his head; and, during 
all this time, ſlept extremely little. The author 


farther obſerves, that the opium was, to appear- 


ance, good; and, when given in common doſes, 
had the uſual effects of opium, in every e in- 
ſtance. 


Xx. 45 
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X. 


An Account of the Efects of the Stramonium, or 
Thorn-Apple. By Benjamin Ruſh, M. D. Pro- 
feſſor of Chemiſtry in the College of Phila- 
delphia. Vide Tranſactions of the American 
Philofo ophical e Vol. 1. Ito, Philadel- 
phia. 


PR RUSH was called to a child, be- 
D tween three and four years of age, which 
he found affected with a violent fever, deliri- 
um, tremors in her limbs, and a general erup- 
tion on her ſkin, accompanied with conſiderable 
ſwelling, itching, and inflammation. After try- 
ing ſome remedies in vain, he had at length reaſon 
to ſuſpect that her complaints might proceed 
from having ſwallowed ſome ſceds of the thorn- 
apple. Upon this, he gave her an emetic, which 
operated briſkly, without bringing away any 
thing but phlegm. A purgative, however, of o- 
leum ricini, and ſweet oil, brought away a great 
number of the ſeeds. It was repeated for ſeveral 
days ſucceſſively, with the ſame effect, and con- 
fiderable relief; but, from the continuance of the 

com- 
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complaints, he ſuſpected that ſome ſeeds were 
ſtill lodged in the ſtomach. He had recourle, 
therefore, to ſtronger emetics than the firſt. One 
of theſe brought up above eighty ſeeds, and ano- 
ther above twenty more. Upon this, all her 
complaints vaniſhed, and in a few days ſhe was 
perfectly well, 

From this caſe, the her deduces two obſer- 
vations: He is of opinion that it proves, 1/7, 
That a wonderful connection ſubſiſts between 
the ſurface of the body and the alimentary canal. 
2dly, That emetics, when given to evacuate the © 
contents of the ſtomach, although they operate 
briſkly, may not always be attended with the de- 
fred effect. 


XI. Diſſerta- 
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Diſſertatio Medica Inauguralis, de Zinco, e Juſque 
Florum Uſu Medico, Obſervattombus confirmate, 
Auctore Jacobo Hart. 4to, Lugd. Bat. 


N this diſſertation, the author propoſes to con- 
firm the medical virtues aſcribed to the flow- 
ers of zinc, by Dr Gaubius in his Adverſaria. 
His obſervations on this ſubject are divided into 
three chapters. In the firſt of theſe, he treats of 
the nature and origin of zinc in general ; in the 
ſecond, of the preparation and properties of its 
flowers; and, in the third, of their uſe in medi- 

| cine, principally when taken internally. 


14 He ſets out with obſerving, that zinc is a femi- 
4 metal / generis, endowed with properties ſuffi- 
cient to diſtinguiſh it from every other. It has 
been divided, from the places in which it was 
found, into the German and Indian. But he 
obſerves, that it is alſo to be met with in many 
other countries. With regard ta the origin of 
zinc, our author obſerves, that it is moſt com- 
monly obtained from the Lapis Calaminaris, or 
Cadmia. On this account, Dr Gaubius has af. 

| fixed 
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fixed the generic name of Cadmia to all the mi- 


nerals in which zinc is found in its native ſtate. 
Theſe he has diſtributed into five ſpecies, in his 
collection of minerals. 1. Cadmia calciformis, 
2, Cadmia vitreſcens. 3. Cadmia micacea. 4. 
Cadmia metallica, 5. Cadmia fornacum. Our 
author preſents us with a ſhort deſcription of each 
of theſe, and an account of the places in which 
they are principally found. He next enumerates 
the principal properties of zinc as a metal, and 
the marks by which it may be diſtingiuſhed from 
biſmuth and antimony, the ſubſtances with which 
it is moſt apt to be confounded. But, for a par- 
ticular account of its natural hiſtory, he refers his 
readers to Geoffroy, Hellot, Malouin, Pott, 
Margraff, and others, who have treated of it at 
great length. | 
In the ſecond chapter, our author - treats of 
the flowers of zinc, of the method of preparing 
them, and of their properties. Theſe flowers, 
he obſerves, are the proper metallic earth of the 
zinc, deprived of its phlogiſton. They are ob- 
tuined in ſublimation, either by the addition of 
other bodies to the zinc, or by the force of fire 
alone, without any addition. The author de- 
(c::bcs, from Pr Gaubius, the moſt ſimple proceſs 
tor 
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cifically lighter than zinc itſelf, In the fire they 


ſome have ſuppoſed them to be much of the 
fame nature; that they agree more with abſor- 


real earthy principle, which, properly united 


on Nihil or Pompholyx, which Dr Hart imagines 


| wire; however, that, for medical purpoſes, the 
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for obtaining them in the laſt of theſe ways. Care 
muſt be taken, he obſerves; that the fire be not 
too ſtrong; that free communication be allowed 
with the external air, but that all quick motion 
in it be guarded againſt; and that, in removing 


the flowers, none of the crude metal be taken up 
along with them. Theſe flowers, when properly 


prepared, are whitiſh coloured, to the touch ſa- 
ponaceous, without either fmell or taſte, and ſpe- 


are fixed, the only influence it exerts upon them 
being that of changing their colour from a whi- 
tiſh to a yellowiſh caſt. They are diſſolved by 
all acids, but not by water or oil. From theſe 
properties, Dr Hart concludes, that the flowers 
of zinc differ very widely from arſenic, although 


bent carths, but differ from them in ſtill retain- 
ing the principle of zinc; and that they are the 


with phlogiſton, conſtitutes zinc. 


This chapter is concluded with ſome Aber rt 


differs nothing from the flowers of zinc. He ad- 


flow- 


— 
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flowers of zinc ſhould always be employed; as 
genuine nihil is rarely to be met with in the 


fhops. 


In the third chapter, Dr Hart treats of the uſe 
of the flowers of zinc in medicine. He obſerves, 
that they have long been uſed externally, princi- 
pally for inflammations of the eyes from acrid 
lymph; but that they had never been adviſed in- 
ternally by any one, except Glauber, till Dr Gau- 


bius diſcovered them to be the remedy employed 


by the famous empiric Luddemannus, under the 
title of luna fata. After this he exhibited 
them, with ſucceſs, in the cure of convulfive and 
ſpaſmodic diſeaſes. Dr Hart imagines, that, in the 
cure of theſe diſeaſes, they operate upon two prin- 
ciples, either as abſorbents, or as poſſeſſing a pe- 
culiar ſpecific power; but, whatever may be their 
mode of operation, he obſerves, that there can be 
no doubt with regard to their antiſpaſmodic pow- 
ers; to confirm which, he here ſubjoins ſeven 

caſes in which they were uſed. 


The firſt caſe Dr Hart relates, is that of a girl 


ſeventeen years of age, who, from a fright, was 


ſcized with convulſive and ſpaſmodic affeQions, 
which were ſucceeded by tremors of her whole 
body, * the inferior extremities. Thie 


. 
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diſcaſe, our author obſerves, might juſtly be term- 
ed a flight chorea ſandi Viti. On the ſixth day 
after the attack of this complaint, ſhe was put up- 
on the flowers of zinc, four grains of which 
were divided into fix powders ; of theſe powders, 
three were directed to be taken every day. From 
uſing them, her ſymptoms were conſiderably di- 
miniſhed, without any uneaſineſs being produced. 
This ſucceſs encouraged Dr Van Doeveren, who 
treated the caſe, to increaſe the doſe: To two 
drachms of ſugar, therefore, finely powdered, he 
added twelve grains of the flowers of zinc, and 
had it divided into as many powders. Three of 
theſe powders were ordered to be taken every day: 
By the tinie they were finiſhed, her complaints 


were intirely gone. 


Some months alter, this patient, from a ſudden 
fright, was again ſeized with her former complaints; 
but, upon taking four grains of the flowers of zinc, 
divided into ten powders, * were perfectly re- 
moved. 

The two next caſes fell under the obſervation 
of Dr Gaubius, ſince the publication of his Adver- 
faria, and are delivered by our author in the words 
of Dr Gaubius himſelf, The firſe is, the 

_ caſe 


. 
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caſe of a boy about four years of age, who labour- 
ed under a real epilepſy, ſuſpected to be heredita- 
ry, as his grandfather was much affected with 
that diſeaſe, and three children of the ſame fami- 
ly had died of it. After many other remedies had 
been tried in vain, Dr Gaubius ordered him the 
flowers of zinc ; theſe he took to the quantity of | 
one grain twice way and, from the uſe of them, 
was perfectly recovered. 


The ſecond caſe by Dr Gaubius, is that of a 
man about fifty years of age, who, from a high. 
degree of vexation, was thrown into ſuch violent 
convulſions, as to be threatned with immediate 
ſuffocation. Upon a vein being opened, and o- 
ther remedies adminiſtred, the fit, at that time, 
went of ; but, in about two weeks after, it re- 
turned with as great violence as before, and at- 
tacked him even twice in one night. To this pa- 
tient, a grain of the flowers of zinc was given e- 


very two hours ; after this, he had no return of 
his fits. Dr Gaubius farther obſerves, that he 
has uſed the flowers of zinc, in caſes of chincough, 


of byſteric hiccough, and of the ſpaſmus cynicus. 
He adds, that they frequently did more than any 
Vo“. I. = WE other. 
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other medicine ; but that they were by no means 
ſucceſsful in every caſe. 


The fourth caſe which is here related, is one 
which was treated by our author himſelf. A wo. 
man, thirty-two years of age, was, from a fright, 
ſeized with convulſions and ſpaſms attacking diffe- 
rent parts of her body. After trying other remedies 
in vain, recourſe was had to the flowers of zinc, 
Of this remedy ſhe took five grains a-day, i in do- 
ſes of one grain each. From the time ſhe began 
the medicine, her convulſions gradually diminiſh- 
ed, and in four days ceaſed entirely. Still, how- 
ever, ſhe was affected with headach, though leſs 
violent than before; and, upon continuing the 


medicine a few days longer, this allo entirely 
ccaſed. 


The three laſt caſes here narrated were commu- 
nicated to our author, by Dr Stolte. 


To a girl of twelve years of age, who labour- 
ed under a convulſive diſeaſe, greatly reſembling e- 
pilepſy, a grain of the flowers of zinc was ordered 
to be given every morning. After the ſecond doſe, 


her ſpaſms were conſiderably decreaſed, and, af- 
ter the tourth, were intirely gone. 


To 


[3 * 
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To a girl, ſeventeen years of age, labouring un- 
der a ſimilar diſorder, the zinc was adminiſtred 
in the ſame doſes. Aſter the ſecond doſe, her 
complaints were a good deal abated ; and, by the 


time ſhe had continued it twenty ace they 


int irely ceaſed. 


A boy fifteen years of age, from: a fadden fright, 


was ſeized with moſt direful affections of the ner- 
vous ſyſtem, Fear, anger, weeping, laughing, 


ſinging, hiccups, barking, tremblings, convulſions, 


and tetanus followed each other in quick BG. 


ſion. Alter other remedies had been tried in vain, 
Dr Stolte preſeribed the flowers of zinc. The 
boy took. a grain of this every day for two months 
with remarkable relief, although it did not pro- 
duce a perfect cure. After finiſhing the narration 
of theſe caſes, our author concludes with obſer= 
ving, that if, from more numerous trials, the uti- 


lity of this medicine be {till farther confirmed by 


others, it will not only afford him great pleaſure, 
but be an inducement to bim hereafter to work. 


Pg 


upon the ſame ſubjeck. 
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Bibliotheca Medicinae et Hiſtoriae Naturalis, auftere 
Alberto von Haller, in fupremo ſenatu reipubli- 
cae Bernenſis ducentum. viro, Sec. Sc. to, 


Tom. I. 2. London. 


W. 2 are here preſented with the firſt part of 


a large and what will unqueſtionably 
be a uſeful work. Dr Haller intends to give an 
hiſtorical account of all the books hitherto writ- | 
ten on the different branches of medicine and na- 
tural hiſtory; and to offer his opinion with regard 
to their merit. About twenty years ago, he pu- 
bliſhed an edition of Boerhaave's method of ſtu- 
dying phyſic ; ; to which he added very large notes. 
Theſe notes were, in ſome reſpects, ſimilar to the 
work which he has now undertaken, There, 
however, he laboured under a great diſadvantage, | 
from beihg obliged to follow the plan of another 
writer. In this work, the order which he pro- 
poſes to follow, is, irſe, to give an account of the 
books written on botany; next on anatomy; then 
on ſurgery; afterwards on the practice of phyſic; 
5 and, 
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and, laſtly, on thoſe branches of philofoph 


intimatcly connected with medicine 

Of this work two volumes only are yet 
bliſhed. In theſe, the a author completes his ac- 
count of the books on botany, Dr Haller has 


claſſed the botanic writers according to the pe- 


riods at which they wrote. He has divided this 


part into ten books, eighit of which are in the 
firſt volume, and two in the ſecond. Each book 
contains an account of the writings of a claſs of 
botaniſts, The botaniſts, whoſe writings are 
treated of in the firſt book, Dr Haller terms, the 
Aufores Graeci, Under this title are compre- 

hended all the botaniſts, from the carlieſt period of 
rhe ſcience, to the days of Nicolaus Alexandrinus. 
This book, therefore, contains an account of the 
writings of all the ancient eminent botaniſts, both 
Greek and Roman. An account of the writings 
of the Arabian botaniſts is the ſubject of the ſe- 
cond book. Few authors of note are compre- 
hended under this period. The general charac- 
ter which Dr Haller gives of them is, that they 


did little more than copy Dioſcorides, whom they 
never underſtood. He remarks, that they were 


entirely ignorant of the Latin authors, and that, 
although the works of Pliny were tranſlated into 


1 Arabian, 
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Arabian, he has never been able to find him 
cited by any of them. 
Of Rill leſs eminence are the authors whoſe 
writings are treated of in the ſecond book. "Theſe 
Dr Haller terms the Arabr/tae, as being mere 
compilers from the former claſs. With the fall 
of the Roman empire in the Weſt, the arts and 
ſciences were alſo ruined. The only remains 
of learning were preſerved among the monks, 
who, from their laws and inſtitutions, were ſo ſhut 


up in cloyſters, that they had no opportunity os - 


conſulting nature. Hence, it is not ſurpriſing 


that they did little more than copy the Arabians 


and Galen. 


In the fiſteenth century, ſciences in general 
began to be revived m Europe. With this pe- 


riod Dr Haller begins that claſs of botaniſts whom 


he terms the 1 n/tauratores - under which title he 
includes all the botaniſts till about the middle of 


the ſixteenth century. Of their writings we have 


an account in the fourth book, The next claſs 
of botanic writers Dr Haller terms the Invento- 
res. To this claſs are referred thoſe botaniſts 
who flouriſhed from the middle of the ſixteenth, 
till about the beginning of the ſeyenteenth centu- 
ry. The authors of whoſe writings we have an ac- 

en 


G 
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count in the ſixth book, are termed the Collecto- 
res, under which title are comprehended the bo- 
taniſts for a period of about thirty years aiter the 
cloſe of the fixteenth century. At the head of 
this liſt ſtand the Bauhins, whoſe merit, accord- 
ing to our author, well intitles them to begin a 
period in botany. After this, Dr Haller diſtin- ; 
cuiſhes his periods by the names of eminent bo- 

tani/ts, and, in the ſeventh book, gives us an ac- 

count of the writings in botany which were pu- 
liſhed from the period of the Bauhins, to the 
time of Ray, whoſe firſt work appeared in the 
year 1660. The eighth book, which concludes 
the firſt volume, contains an account of the bo- 
tanic writing, from the firſt publication by Ray, 
till the time of Tournefort. During the former 
period, botany had been greatly retarded by the 

wars in which Europe was engaged, and the po- 
verty to which it was reduced. During this pe- 
| riod, from the reſtoration of peace, the eſtabliſh- 
| ment of academies and of public gardens, its pro- 

greſs was great and rapid. 


Dr Haller begins his ninth book with an ac- 


count of the writings of Tournefort, whoſe firſt 
attempts in the botanic way appeared in the Me- 
moirs of the Royal Academy of Sciences at Paris, 
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in the year 1692. In this book, he gives an ac- 
count of all the botanical publications, from the 
period at which it commences, till the time of 
Linnaeus, who firſt publiſhed on botany in the 
year 1732. The writings of thoſe botaniſts who 
publithed from that date, till the year 1772, are 
the ſubject of the tenth book, which concludes 
the Bibliotheca Botanica. 
From what has already appeared of this work, 
it muſt, when completed, be highly uſeful, as it 
will afford a full view of all the aſſiſtance which 
can be had in ſtudying any medical ſubject. From 
its nature, however, it does not admit of being 
abridged; and it might be ſuppoſed, ſcarcely to 
fall under the plan of a work, the purpoſe of 
which 1s, to collect diſcoveries and improvements. 
But, even the ſhort account here given of it 
may afford ſome ſatisfaction to thoſe who have 
had no opportunity of ſeeing the work itſelf, 
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| An uncommon Tumour on the Thigh, ſucceſsfully ex- 
tirpated, by Dr Iſaac Hall, Phyſician at Peters. 
burgh in Virginia, communicated to Dr Duncan, 


4 Woman aged 46, about ſeven months 
A ago, firſt diſcovered a ſmall hard tumour 
below the ſkin on the outſide of her right thigh, 
It increaſed gradually, till it felt to be about the 


ſize of a pigeon's egg. Its growth then ſeem- _ 


ed to ſtop for ſeveral weeks. During this time 
it occaſioned no pain, nor any kind of uneaſineſs, 


and appeared to be quite detached from the 


muſcl common integuments. While 


it was in this ſtate, it unfortunately received a 
blow, which was followed by conſiderable pain 
ſhooting 
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ſhooting upwards and downwards along the thigh, 
and by ſome degree of inflammation. After this 
it increaſed quickly in ſize, and ſeemed to be en- 


tirely fixed in its place, The {kin over it grew 
red and tenle, and the pain became daily more 


intolerable. Some honeſt neighhours, imagining 
it to be a common boil, adviſed, that ſuch ſub- 


ſtances ſhouid be applied to it as they thought 
would bring it ſoon to ſuppuration. According- 
ly, turpentine, united with ſome other ingredi- 
ents, was uſed for this purpoſe. This application 


had ſoon the deſired effect; the ſkin over the tu- 


mour was immediately broken. But, inſtead of 
well concocted pus in a large quantity, nothing 
was diſcharged but a little thin foetid ichor. And, 
from the bottom of the ulcer thus formed, a ſub- 


ſtance reſembling fungous fleſh, but in its colour 


rather more black, began to ſprout up. This 
grew very faſt, and every thing which the Know- 
ledge of common people could ſuggeſt with a view 


of checking it, upon trial, proved ineffectual. In 


about five months it increaſed to ſuch a degree, 
that the excreſcence which could be ſeen raiſed 


above the ſkin would, it was imagined, have 


weighed four or five pounds. Till this time, ſhe 


had enjoyed tolerable health; her menſes, and 


other 
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other evacuations, continuing regular as uſual, 
But, the ſtate of her complaint now confining her 
cloſely to the houſe, ſhe became ſomewhat low- 
ſpirited. This was followed by light paroxyſms 
of a hectic fever; loſs of appetite; want of reſt; 
and other ſymptoms threatning danger. All her 
relations began then to think her in imminent 
hazard. As no medical aſſiſtance was at hand, 
they applied to a practitioner who lived at a con- 
ſiderable diſtance. He, at that time, happened 


to be ſo much indifpoſed, that he could not go 
to lee her; - but he deſired that ſhe might be ſent 
to him, which was accordingly done. Upon exa- 
mining the ſize of the excreſcence, and conſider- 
ing its nature, he aſſured her relations, that he 
durſt not attempt extirpating it, as he was con- 
vinced a hemorrhage would neceſſarily follow 
the operation, which ſhe could not ſurvive, She 
was therefore ſent home again, with the melancho- 


ly proſpect of certain death, at the end of a pain- 
ful, and, perhaps, tedious ilneſs. 


While ſhe was in this ſituation, I was bent for 


to give my opinion concerning her complaint. 
When I examined the excreſcence, I did not ap- 


prehend ſo great danger from king, it off as had 
been 


oo" o 


been repr reſented. I was informed that an attempt 
had been made to remove it by a ligature ; but 
that it gave her ſuch excruciating pain as ſhe 
was unable to endure. I therefore dropt al 
hopes of ſucceeding by that means, and reſolved 
to truſt to the knife alone. When I declared 
this to be my opinion, it at the ſame time 
brought me under the neceflity of performing 


the operation. It was a piece of plain diſſection, 


and the hemorrhage by no means conſiderable. ] 
found it neceſſary to ſtop two blood- veſſels only, 
by means of the needle, When the tumour 
was entirely removed, the wound upon the thigh 
was about five inches broad, and of an oval fi- 


gure. The tumour itſelf was ſimilar in appearance 


to the lungs, infarcted with blood, in the ſtate in 
which they may be ſeen on diſſection in peripneu- 
monic caſes, It extended over 'a much larger 
compaſs than its baſe, and bore a faint reſem- 
blance to a muſhroom ; but its ſurface and ſides 


were very uneven and irregular, I drefled the 


wound with dry lint, and did not remove the 
dreſſings for two days. When I then examined 
it, I found that two protuberances, each about 
the fize of a ſmall nut, had grown near half an 
inch above the ſurface of the wound. This much 
diſcouraged me, as it threatned a renewal of the 
7 -  excre* 
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excreſcence. I applied the merc. praecip. rub. to 
eſe protuberances; but it had no effect in re- 
lucing them. I had then recourſe to burnt alum . 
but the pain it occaſioned was fo great, that ſhe 8 
was unable to endure it. But, as it ſeemed to 
have the deſired effect, I was unwilling to relin- 
quiſn its uſe. I therefore delayed the dreſſings 
till bed-time; and, when I applied the alum, I 
gave her, at the ſame time, an opiate in a full 
doſe. By this means ſhe was ſenſible of little 
pain, and commonly ſlept well!; white, at the 
ſame time, the alum had the deſired effect in leſ- 
ſening the protuberances. When I left her, they 
were much diminiſhed „though not entirely gone. 
But, I am fince informed, that they are ſcarce ob- 
ſervable, and that the wound is healing faſt. Be- 
lore the operation, I ordered her fome Peruvian 
bark, which {ſhe continued to take for ſome time 
aſter it. Her, heQtic ſymptoms are now entirely 
gone; and, excepting the ſmall part of the wound 
in her thigh, which ſtill remains to be ſkinned. o- 
ver, he is, in every reſpect, in perfect health. 
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u. N * a 12 who ſpit up, Fin her lungs, 
4 great Qyantity of pure Bile, by the late Dt 
Thomas Simſon, Profeſr of Medicine in the 


Univerſity of St Andrew , communicated to Dr 
Monro, : 


A N ulcer, either in the lungs, liver, or dia- 


phragm, is always attended with great 
danger. In what ſtate then mult that perſon be, 
who has all the three aftected at the ſame time, 
and in the worſt, manner? The following caſe, 
however, affords an example of a perſon thus al. 
fected being perfectly recovered. 
In the beginning of June 1756, Margaret Fal. 
coner, a woman about thirty years of age, applied 


for my advice. Six years before that, when en- 


gaged in hard work, ſhe was ſeized with a violent 
pain in her right fide, about the middle of the 
falſe ribs. . This was attended with a ſevere cough, 


of which ſhe had ſeldom been free ſince that 


time. Not long before I was conſulted, upon ri- 


ging ſeveral miles on horſeback againſt the wind, 


ſhe 


_” wy. at. W yi. wm ado 


Hale, fool, 
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ſhe was ſeized with a fit of coughing particularly 
ſevere, and expeQorated ſome pieces of knotty, 
coagulated, yellow coloured matter, reſembling 
the yolk of an egg hard roaſted. After this, 
her pain and breathleſſneſs were for ſometime con- 
ſiderably relieved. A few days before, I was ſent 


for, upon ſome violent motion, matter ſimilar to 


the former was again expectorated. When I firſt 
viſited her, the was conſtantly diſcharging by her 
mouth a great quantity of pure bile. This ſhe ſpit 
up with very little cough, and fo eaſily, that F had 
ſome doubt whether it came from the lungs or ſto- 
mach; I was particularly inclined to the latter o- 
pinion, from her having ſome tendency to vomit. 
To determine this, I ordered her a doſe of Glau- 
ber's ſalt; but there was no appearance of bile in 
the ſtools ſhe had from it, although, at this time, 
ſhe was diſcharging it in mouthfuls of a deep yd- 
low colour, and of a ſtrong bitter taſte, This diſ- 
charge was ſo conſtant, that ſhe could ſleep but 
little in the night. I then ordered her to be 
bound as tight round the region of the liver as 
ſhe could eafily bear, and to drink plentifully eve- 
ry day of Hartfell-paw-water. This courſe ſhe 
continued for three weeks, without any relief, 
dücharging every day not leſs than three pounds 
of 
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of bile. In this ſituation, I put her upon Peruvian 
bark. In eight days, this had ſuch an effect upon 
her ſpitting, that ſhe did not diſcharge above eiglit 
ounces in the courſe of twenty-four hours. But the 
matter which ſhe ſpit up ſtill continued to be 
ropey, bitter, frothy, and of a deep yellow colour. 
On this diminution. of the diſcharge, 1 ordered 
her to drink ſalt-water; which, after three days, 
forced a purging of bilious foetid watery ſtuff, 
This purging continued for ſome days, although 
ihe drank no more of the water. By the time 
it ceaſed, ſhe was almoſt entirely free both of 
ſpitting and cough. Alter this, ſhe ſlept well in 
the night, and gradually recoyered her former 
We 


From conſidering the above caſe, I am indined 
to believe, that, in this woman, the liver, dia- 
Phragm, and lungs were coherent and ulcerated, 
The Peruvian bark probably contributed to ſtrait- 
en the paſlage between the lungs and liver, 
in which the greateſt ulccration ſeemed to have 
taken place. By this means it gave an opportu- 
niiy to the ſca- Water to force a paſſage for the 
bile into the inteſtines, by the common duct, 
which had been obſtructed. . | 
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II. 1 | 
4 Frafture of the Skull, with the loſs of part of 
the Subſtance of the Brain, cured by Dr Ro- 


bert Maclagan, at Coaltulach communicated to 
Dr Hope. ' 


AST ſummer, in the middle of June, I was 
L called to ſee a boy about ten years of age, 
who had been gored in the head by a bull. One 
of the bull's horns had entered about half an inch 
below the upper part of the right temporal bone, 
and raiſed a piece of the ſkull, about two inches 
in length, and an inch in breadth, which conſiſted 
of part of the parietal and temporal bones of the 
right fide. The dura and pia mater were both 
torn. This I eaſily diſcovered, although the in- 
teguments were {welled, by introducing a probe, 
the end of which brought out part of the ſub- 
ſtance of the brain. Several ſplinters of the ſkull 
were ſticking in the brain. Theſe I extracted by ö 
a pair of forceps. Another part of the ſkull was 
raiſed upon one ſide, but united at the other. 
This I: attempted to reduce to its natural poſition, 


but could not wholly effect it. I did not ſee him 


Vol. I. | G again 


„5 r 


; again till the fourth day after the accident hay. 


from the fourth till the fourteenth day. At that 


pened. There was then ſome protruſion of the 
brain at the wound. This protruſion increaſe] 


time it had riſen to the heighth of an inch, or ra. 
ther more, above the ſkull, and was ſo extended 


and fpread out in all directions, as to be about the 


ſize of a gooſe egg. 


In the treatment of this caſe, my chief aim 


were to moderate the fever, and to keep the dif. 


ferent excretions from the body in their natural 
ſtate. This I attempted by bleeding, purgatives, 
and cooling regimen. I at the ſame time ap- 
phed externally ſpirit of mindereri to abate' the 
inflammation and fwelling, which were become 


pretty general upon the right ſide of the head, 
| before my arrival, The ſubſtance of the brain 
I oreiled with dry lint. From proſecuting this 


courſe, it ſoon began to ſkin over at the edges; 
and, in proportion as the {kin approached, that 
part of the brain which had protruded, ſuppurated, 


and dropt off in pretty large pieces. In two 


months it was completely ſkinned over, and the 


boy perfectly well. He ſtill continues ſo; - only 


there is a ſmall protuberance on the cranium, at 


that part where 1 could not reduce the bone to its 
natural ſituation. 


SECT 


er BY 


Medical News 


rettet,! enn 


OME months ago, Mr Hewſon of London 
8 read a lecture, in which he explained ſome 
phyſiological diſcoveries, which he imagines he 
las made, reſpecting the formation of the red 
globules of the blood, the uſe of tlie Ipicen, thy- 
mus, lymphatic glands, and lymphatic veſlels. 
The following account, although probably in ma- 
ny reſpects SIE may give ſome idea of his 


opinion. 


With regard to the ſtructure of the Iymphatic 
glands, he alledges, that, although they have the 
appearance of being celular, yet all of them con- 
{iſt principally, and many of them entirely, of con- 
voluted lymphatic veſſels. From theſe glands, 
upon the lighteſt inciſion, he obſerves, that a 
whitiſh coloured fluid, containing a number of ſo- 
lid particles, may be ſqueezed out. 

The thymus, he alledges, is a lymphatic gland, 
ſupplied with a great number ot arteries, veins, 
ly mphatics, and nerves ; and, in its ſtructure, ve- 

2 19 50009 + ry 
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ry ſimilar to the lymphatic glands. It has alſo a 
cellular texture, from which, upon inciſion, a 
whitiſh coloured fluid may be ſqueezed out. As it 
diſappears in adults, he concludes, that then it 
either becomes unneceſſary, or that ſome other 
organ ſupphes its place, 


As the ſpleen is very generally found in the li- 
ving ſyſtem, he infers, that it is an organ of great 
importance. From its being taken out without 
inconvenience, he ſuppoſes that ſomething elſe 
in the ſyſtem 18 capable of performing its func- 
tions. He rejects the ſuppoſition of its being ſub- 
ſervient to the liver, for the formation of bile, be- 
cauſe fluids of greater conſequence in the oe- 
conomy are prepared by one organ. Its ſtruc- 
ture, he obſerves, is very analogous to that of the 
lymphatic glands; it has ſome nerves; it has a great 
number of blood-veſlels, but it abounds particu- 
larly with lymphatics. From the tenderneſs of 
its veſſels, a miſtaken appearance of cells has been 
formed. It has cells, however, which belong 
entirely to the lymphatic ſyſtem, and which can 
be detected only by injecting the lymphatics, con- 
trary to the direction of their courſe. From the fi- 
milarity in the ſtructure of the ſpleen and thymus, 
he concludes, that the offices for which they are 
intended are connected, 


He 
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He obſerves, that the figure of the red globules of 
the blood in different animals, is a good deal va- 
ried. He aſſerts, that thoſe of the human (ſtem 
are round and flat, reſembling the ſlices of a cu- 
cumber; that their edges are formed of a ſolid 
matter; and that the middle ſpace is N by 
a bladder. 


He rejects the opinion, that the red globules are 
formed either by the action of the 9 
or by any kind of fermentation. 


He alledges, that the ſolid particles found. in the 
thymus and lymphatic glands muſt enter the 


blood; as there is no other outlet for them, and 
as they are found in the lymphatic veſſels. But, 
as they diſappear in the blood; as it is anreaſon- 
able to ſuppoſe they are Abe there; and, 
as in many reſpects they reſemble the ſolid part 
of the red globules, he concludes they go to the 
formation of theſe. Upon tying a lymphatic veſſel, 

he aſſerts, that a collection of red globules will be 
found near the ligature; and that they are parti- 

cularly found in great abundance in thoſe lympha- 
tics coming from the ſpleen. Hence, ſays he, if 
it can be concluded, that the liver ſecretes bile; 
that the kidneys ſecrete urine; or, that the teſticles 
lecrete ſemen; becauſe theſe fluids are found in 
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their excretory ducts, there is the ſame reaſon for 
imagining that the ſplcen ſecrets red globules, ſince 


red g. Iobules are found in its only N duQs, 
the lymphatic veſſels. | 


From all this, he ſuppoſes that the thymus and 
Iymplatic glands concur in the formation of the 
ſolid part of the red globules; and that the ſpleen 
adds the veſicle to theſe ſolid parts. He concludes 
then, that the formation of red globules is the pro- 
vince of the lymphatic ſyſtem ; that the thymus, 


lymphatic glands, and ſplcen, are all appendages 
of this ſyſtem; and that, when theſe are either 


obliterated, as is the caſe with the thymus in a- 


dults; diſeaſed, as happens, with the lymphatic 


glands in ſcrophula; or wanting, as when the 


ſpleen is cut out, the lymphatic veſſels arc able to 
ſupply the functions of any one of 0 or of the 
hole. 


A quantity of the flowers of zinc, carefully 
prepared by Dr Black, has been placed in the 
hands of Mr Douglas a . druggiſt 3 in Edinburgh, 
that ſuch practitioners as chuſed to try them, might 


cafily obtain them of a good quality. They have 
been tried in one epileptic caſe, without any good 


effect. In another they produced conſiderable 
relief 70 1 


But 


HS 
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But the moſt remarkable inſtance of benefit 
obtained from them in this country, which we 
have heard is, in a caſe at prefent under the care 
of Mr Bell ſurgeon in Edinburgh. This patient 
had been, for many years, allied with an obſti- 
nate epilepſy, which induced a high degree of ſtu- 
pidity and idiotiſm; although, before the attack 
of this difeaſe, his mental faculties were by no 
means deficient. From the uſe of the flowers of 
zinc, his fits are now become much leſs fre- 
quent, and leſs violent than before, and he has 
recovered the full exerciſe ef his ſenſes. Ile at 
| preſent takes ten grains of the flowers of zinc three 
times a-day, without their producing any ſenſible 
operation, or his feeling any inconvenience, 

We are informed by Dr Gahn, that the vitrio- 
lic acid has of late been much, and ſucceſsfully 
employed in ſome places of Germany, in the cure 
of the itch, It was firſt uſed for this purpoſe in 
the Prutian army, in the year 1756, by Dr Co- 
thenius, firſt phyſician in Pruſſia. This practice 
was afterwards deſcribed in a treatiſe intitled, Diſer- 
tatio de Olei Vitrioli U ſu in quibuſdam Scabiei ſpecie- 
bus, written by Dr Helmich, and printed at Hale 
in 1762. It was alſo deſcribed by Dr Baldinger, 
in his treatiſe on the diſeaſes of the army, which 
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is written in the German language. Dr Schroeder, 
profeſſor of phyſic at Gottingen, informed Dr 
Gahn, that he had frequently employed it in 
practice, and that he never failed to cure the itch 


by means of it, in fourteen days at fartheſt. Dr 
Schroeder Stets this cure moſt proper in ple- 


thoric ſubjects, and in thoſe caſes in which the 
itch was combined with ſoreneſs and inflammation 
of the parts, but leſs proper in cacochymic or 
cachectic habits, where he thought too much a- 
cid would be hurtful. It 1s alledged to cure e- 
; qually well, both in the ſcabies ſicca and humida, 
If it be given to nurſes, it is ſaid that it will cure 
both them and the children. The doſe in which 
it is given mult be regulated by the condition of 
the patient; the formula employed may be vari- 
ed according to the fancy and taſte of the phyſi- 
cian. Dr Schroeder uſed the following preſcrip- 
tion: B. Ol. vitriol. puris. dr. i. Ag. font, 

dr. v. Poſt efferveſtentiam, adde Syrup. rub. 

Id. dr. ti. M/ The doſe. of this mixture was 
from one to two drams, twice or thrice a day, in 
a glaſs of pure water. Dr Gahn has himſelf order- 
ed it in one caſe, in which its uſe was attended 
with ſucceſs, and he thinks that, if neceſſary, the 
doſe might be much encreaſed without any in- 
| convenience. 10 


A nume- 


COMMENTARIES, 105 


A numerous and reſpedtable ſociety for the ad- 
rancement of uſeful knowledge in general, but 
eſpecially ſuch branches of it as are immediately 
connected with the intereſt of the Britiſh colonies, 
has lately been inſtituted in America. In the firſt 
volume of their tranſactions, which is the only 
one yet publiſhed, is contained a liſt of the 
members of this ſociety, and of the officers for 
the year 1771. Dr Franklin was then preſident; . 
Dr Smith, Mr Rittenhouſe, Mr Ewing, and Mr 
Jones were ſeeretaries; and Dr Ruſh, Dr n 
and Dr Shippen, were curators. 

At the laſt annual election of the Royal Socie- 
ty, in London, Sir John Pringle, phyſician to her | 
Majeſty, was choſen Preſident. | 

The college of phyſicians, at this place, have late - 
ly loſt three of their honorary fellows, Baron Van 
Swieten, Mr Senac, and Dr Mounſey. At their 
quarterly meeting on the third of November 1772, 

they unanimoully agreed, that diplomas for hono- 
rary fellowſhips ſhould be preſented to Baron Hal- 
ler of Switzerland, and Sir Charles Linnæus of 

Sweden. | 


A new edition of the pharmacopocia Edinbur- 
89 has been long in agitation; but the pu- 
blication was unavaidably retarded by the death of 
s . ſome 
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4 


ſome members of the committee to whom the re- 
vilal of it was intruſted. The preſident, for 
the time being, with Dr Cullen and Dr Black, 


have ſince been tlie committee for that purpoſe. 


A tranſcript of the pharmacopoeia, prepared by 


| them, has now circulated through the fellows of 


the college. It js again put into the hands of the 


committee, together with the remarks made up- 
on it by the different members, and probably 
will ſoon be ready for the preſs. | 


A new arrangement of birds, ſuppoſed to be 
| the work of Mr Pennant, is at preſent in the 
preſs at Edinburgh. 


F 
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A Lift of new Books. 
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HE philoſophical tranſactions, giving ſome 
FT account of the preſent undertakings, ſtu- 
dies, and labours of the! ingenious, in many conſi- 
derable parts of the- world. Val. LXI. for the 


year 1771, to, London. 


Dictionaire mineralogique e et bydrolagique de 
la France, 4 vols, yo, Paris. 


Hiſtoire naturelle des vegetaux, conſideres re- 


htivement aux differens uſages qui' on en peut 
tirer pour la medicine et! ECONOnue e 
10 vols, 12mo, Paris. 


Traite de rachitis, ou Part de redreſſer les en- 
fas contrefaits, par M. Vacher de la Faitric, 
M. D. 8vo, Paris. 

Elixir Americain, ou le ſalut des dames par ra- 
port a leur maladies particuliers, par M. de Cour- 
celle, 1 2mo, Paris. 


Pharmacopoeia Danica, regia audtoritate, acols 
1850 nedico Hafnieuſi conſcripta. Copenbagen. 
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to the knowledge of inſects. Being a tranſlation 
of the fundamenta entomologiae of Linnacus, 


fare, et plus methodique, par M. le Camus, Doc. 


Fundamenta entomologiae, or an introduction 


farther illuſtrated with copper. plates and additions, 
by W. Curtis, apothecary, 8vo, London. 


IS medicine pratique rendue plus imple, plus 


teur en medicine de la facultc de Paris, 2 vol, 


Diſlertation fur la fie vre miliare, par M. Plan. 
chon, 3vo, Tournai. 


Index foflilium, quae collegit, et in claſſes ac or- 
dines diſpoſuit, I. Eng. gro, Prague. 


Nervorum cervicalium anakome, a 1. Bang, 


Copenhagen. 


Elements of the practice of phyſic, by Joh 


Gregory, M. D. profeſſor of the practice of phy- 


ſic in the univerſity of Faun vo, Ed Cf 
burgh. 


Caſes in ſurgery, particularly of cancers and diſor- 


ders of the head from external violence, with ob- 


ſervations. To which is added an account of the 


Sibbens, by James Hill ſurgeon in Dumtries, 8vo, 
mg 


Elements of therapeutics, or firſt principles of 
the pro: ce of phyſic, by Andrew Duncan, 
M. D. 
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NM. D. fellow of the royal college of phyſicians E- 
dinburgh, ſecond edition, 2 vols, 8vo, Edinburgh, 

The principles, elements, or primary particles 
of bodies inquired into, by John Cons: M. D. 5 
bro, London. 

Directions and obſervations relative to food, 
exerciſe, and fleep, 8vo, London. 

A treatiſe on the management of pregnant and 
lying- in women, together with ſome new directi- 
ons concerning the delivery of the child and pla- 
centa, in natural births, by Charles White, F. R. S. 
and ſurgeon to the Mancheſter infirmary, 8voõ. 
London. 

Code de medicine militaire, pour le ſervice de 
terre; en trois parties. La 1. de la ſante de gens 
de guerre; la 2. des hoſpitaux militaires; et la 
3. des maladies des gens de guerre. Par M. Co- 
lombier, Docteur Regent de la faculté de medi- 


eine en univerſits de Paris, e. vols, I do, 
Paris. 1 


De la ſobriete et des ſes avantages, ou les vrai 
moyen de ſe conſerver dans une ſantẽé perfaite 
juſqu' a Page le plus avance, Traduction nouvelle 
de 1 et de Cornaro, par M. de L. B. 120g 
Paris., WET e Ig." 
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Deſcriptio anatomica nervorum cardiacorum, 
ſectio prima, de nervo intercoſtali, dextri impri- 
mis lateris. Auctore Erneſti Neubauer, M. D. 
Francfort. 


Domeſtic medicine, or a treatiſe on the cure 
and prevention of diſcaſes, by regimen and ſimple 
medicines, by William Buchan, M. D. fellow of 
the royal college of phyſicians, ien 8 o, 
London. 


Practical obſervations on the ſmall-pox, apo- 
plexy, and dropſy, by 8. A. D. Tifiot, M. D. 
&c. 8 vo, London. 


Obſervations on the nature, cauſe, and cure of 
fevers, by William Grant, M. D. 2d edition, 
2 vols, 8vo, London. 
Practical obſervations on the child-bed fever, al- 
ſo on the nature and treatment of uterine haemor- 
rhages, convulſions, and ſuch other acute diſeaſes 
as are moſt fatal to women during the ſtate of 
pregnancy, by John Leake, M. D. member of 
the college of phyſicians, London, and phyſician 
to the Weſtminſter-lying- in hoſpital, 8 vo, Lon- 
don. 
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Chirurgical obſervations and caſes, by William 
Bromfield, ſurgeon to her Majeſty, and to St 
George's hoſpital, 2 vols, 8vo, London. 

Plain and eaſy directions for the uſe of Har- 
rowgate-waters : Adapted to the meaneſt capa- 


city; and. principally intended for the uſe of all 


who attend there, by William Alexander, M. P. 
gvo, Edinburgh. 


Lectures on che duties and qualifications of a 


phyſician, by John Gregory, M. D, F. R. 2 


phyſician to his Majeſty, and profeſſor of medicine 
in the univerſity of Edinburgh, 8vo, London, 


THE END. 
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a Nature eſt juſte envers les Hommes : elle les recompenſe de leur 
peines; elle les rend laborieux, parce qu'a de plus grands travaux 
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An Account of Books, 
F 
Llements of the Kc of Phyſic, by Tots Gre- 
gory, M. D. Profeſſor of the Practice of Phyſic 


in the Univerſi Wy of Edinburgh. 8vo, Edin- 
burgh. : 


"E are informed, in an advertiſement pre 
fixed to theſe elements, that the author 
propoſed to have comprehended in them, all thoſe 
diſeaſes of which he uſually treated in his lectures 
on the practice of phyſic. But, not having lei- 
ſure to finiſh the whole, he was obliged to ſtop 
at the end of thoſe diſeaſes commonly reckoned 
febrile. — | 
The public had once reaſon to expect that they 
would ſoon have been favoured with the remain- 
ing part of this ſyllabus. But, from the ſudden 
and univerfally regretted death of the author, 
this expeQation is now at an end. We ſhall 
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therefore preſent our readers with the general 
principles here laid down reſpecting the cure of 
the different febrile diſeaſes. 


After ſome obſervations on the arrangement 
of diſeaſes, our author ſets out with treating of 
febrile diſeaſes in general. He alledges they 
may be diſtinguiſhed into intermittent; conti- 
nued ; remittent; exanthematous ; and phleg. 
maſiac, or thoſe attended with topical inflamma- 
tion. According to Dr -Gregory, the general 

cauſes of fevers are, Miaſmata z Contagion; Er- 
rors in diet ; Violent emotions of the mind; Sup- 
preſſion of uſual evacuations z ; Improper applica- 


tions of heat and cold; A certain ſtate of the air; 
Stimuli from MSA Oe: PEP or injuries; And 


internal ſtimuli from inflammation, ſuppuration, 
&c. 


He aledgts, that the e kene of febrile di. 
caſes are ſo different, that it is impoſſible to al. 
ſign any proximate cauſe which will admit of ap- 
plication to practice. 


%\”. 


What he points out as the moſt general indi- 
cations in fevers are, to remove plethora z to di- 
mmith the increaſed impetus of the blood's mo- 
tion; to abate heat; to obviate thirſt ; to pro- 


duce an | equable determination of the blood and 
nervous 
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nervous power; to promote ſecretions when 
obſtructed ;3 to prevent or obviate the conſe- 
quences of topical congeſtion ; to ſupport the 
vis vitae, and ſtimulate the nervous ſyſtem when 
torpid; to obviate putreſcency; to remove, occa- 
ſional cauſes ; and to relieve particular ſymp- 
toms. = 

Intermittent fevers, our author obſerves, have 
been cured by a variety of remedies of different 
and oppolite natures. The paroxyſm, he al- 
ledges, may be prevented, by the application of 
ſuch things, before its approach, as excite a great 


commotion in the ſyſtem ; by mild ſedatives, anti- 


ſpaſmodics, and diaphoretics ; by remedies which 
produce no ſenſible effect, as bitters, aſtringents, 
and Peruvian bark. The prevention of parox- 
yſms depends on avoiding occaſional cauſes; and 
on bracing and invigorating the ſyitem, | 


Our author's indications of cure in continued 


fevers are, to remove plethora z to diminiſh the 
increaſed action of the heart and arteries z to take 
off ſpaſm, and promote the natural ſecretions, 


eſpecially by the ſkin ; and to prevent or remove 


topical congeſtion, particularly in the head. 


The indications he lays down in the nervous 
fever are, to promote a gentle diaphoreſis; to keep 
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the belly open; and to remove any diſorder ol 
the ſtomach ; to ſupport the vis vitae; to remoye 
ſpaſmodic ſymptoms ; and to take off increaſed 
determination to the head, or congeſtion in it. 
He obſerves, that, in putrid fever, the indica. 
tions of cure are different in different periods of 
the diſeaſe. His general indications are, to ob- 
viate the effects of plethora, and violent heat; 


to remove occaſional cauſes; to procure gentle 


evacuations of the primae viae, and promote per. 
ſpiration; to ſupport the vis vitae; to obviate 
putreſcency ; and to palliate particular ſymptoms, 
The prophylaxis, he alledges, conſiſts in avoid. 


ing miaſmata, contagion, foul air, and dirtineſs ; 
in avoiding whatever weakens the ſyſtem, and de- 


prefles the nervous power ; and in the ule of an- 


tiſeptics. 


The indications laid down in remittent fevers 


are, to promote an intermiſſion; to ſtop the re- 
turn of paroxyſms; to obviate inflammatory or 


putrid diatheſis; to avoid and remove remote 
cauſes; and to palliate the violence of particular 


ſymptoms. 


The cure of hectic fever, he obſerves, de- 
pends upon the removal of the primary diſeaſe, 


In 


Ve 


n 
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In ſmall-pox, according to our author, the 
view of the phyſician ſhould be, to render them as 
mild as poſſible, by moderating the ſymptoms in 
the ſucceſſive ſtages of the diſcaſe. And, on the 
acceſſion of the ſecondary fever, the indications 


are, to mitigate the febrile ſymptoms, and to take 


off the determination to the head, throat, and 
breaſt. ; | 


The indications which he propoſes in the 


meaſles, are, to moderate and afliſt the efforts of 


nature in the eruption; to obviate the catarrhal 
and peripneumonic ſymptoms; to remove the 
diſorders conſequent on the diſeaſe; and to ob- 
viate the ſymptoms of putrid or nervous fever 
when complicated with it.. 


With regard to the cure of the miliary fever, 
he alledges, it is impoſſible to ſay any thing poſi- 
tive, as theſe eruptions are ſymptoms of fevers of 


very oppoſite kinds, and requiring oppoſite ma- 


nagement; and as they are ſo generally the 


mere effects of hot regimen, and profuſe ſweats. 


Our a1tho: ceafiders the eryſipelatous fever as 
a diſeaſe which, for the molt part, runs its courſe - 
without any danger. But, when it attacks the 
face, he adviſes repeated, general, and topical 
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bleeding, with cooling laxatives, and thoſe medi. 
cines, in general, which tend to take off determi. 
nation to the head. When, however, the erup. 
tion ſeems critical, all evacuations are, he thinks, 
n improper. 
The plague, Dr Gregory alledges, is a ner- 
vous fever, highly contagious. This contagion 
is ſpecific. Ihe cure, he tells us, has been at- 
= tempted without any regard to nature's plan, by 


1 large bleedings in the beginning, by exciting a 
＋ profuſe ſweat, and ſupporting it for a long time. 
oy The prevention depends on avoiding communis 
44 cation with infected people; deſtroying or diſſipa- 
5 ting the contagious matter adhering to bodies; 
A and rendering the body unſuſceptible of the con- 
A tagion. ; . 

j 1 The indications which he lays down for the re- 
5 bl ſolution of inflammation are, to obviate remote 
5 1 cauſes; to remove general inflammatory fever; to 
| {ol remove topical affection, increaſed action of the 
14 veſſels, topical congeſtion, and ſpaſm. _ 

19 When inflammation terminates in ſuppuration, 
j 1 he propoſes that a diſcharge of laudable pus ſhould 
10 be promoted, by external applications of various 
. kinds, ſuited to the nature of the part; by internal 


IF 2 
i 4 remedies, and ſuch regimen as tends to remove 
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any general indiſpoſition m the habit, which Pre» 


vented the generation of good pus. 


In gangrene, the author's indications of cure 
are, to remove occaſional cauſes; to prevent the 
morbid matter from affecting the ſyſtem; and to ; 


prese ſuppuration. 


The indications of cure which were formerly 


laid down in inflammatory fever are, he alledges, 
applicable to phrenitis. But he obſerves, that it, 


is farther neceſſary to take oft the attention from 


whatever is diſagreeable ; to introduce new and 
plcaſing ideas; and to lovths the mind C3 every 


poſſible art, 
Our author is of opinion, that ophthalmia is 


merely a topical affection, but attended with great 


tenſion and pain; and that the cure depends upon 
topical bleeding, cathartics, avoiding irritation, 
bliſters and iſſues, emollient applications, ano- 


dynes, keeping up a free perſpiration, and obvi- 
ating remote cauſes, But, when the inflammation 


ſeems chiefly to proceed from relaxation, tonics, 


cold bathing, gently ſtimulating and aſtringent 


applications, and errhines, are to be employed. 


In the inflammatory angina; the indications of 
cure which he lays down are, to obviate remote 


cauſes, | 
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cauſes, to promote reſolution, to promote a fi- 
vourable termination by ſuppuration, to ſupply the 


want of food and diluting liquids, and to prevent 


ſtrangulation. But in gangrenous angina, the in- 
dications of cure are the ſame as in putrid fever. 
The principal remedies he adviſes are, Peruvi- 


an bark, wine, antiſeptics, injections into the 
throat, and ſteams of vinegar and myrrh directed 


into the fauces. 


His indications in the catarrhal fever are, to 


take off inflammatory diatheſis, and topical inflam- 
mation; to promote ſecretion from the mucous 


membrane; to correct the acrimony of the dil- 
charged fluid; and to reſtore perſpiration, and the | 
determination of blood to the ſurface. 

The indications he lays down in hooping cough | 
are, to moderate the ſymptoms and prevent im- 
mediate danger in the paroxyſm; and to ſhorten 


: the duration of the diſeaſe. 


He conſiders pleuriſy and peripneumony toge- 
ther, as they are in general combined, as they pro- 
ceed from the ſame cauſes, and as the method of 
cure in both is the ſame. He alledges, that the 
ſame indications are to be followed here as in in- 


flammatory fever; and farther propoſes, to take 
off 
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off determination to the lungs, to promote criti- 
cal evacuation or metaſtaſis ; but particularly to 
promote expectoration , and to relieve particular 
ſymptoms. 


In phthiſis pulmonalis, the indications of cure 


which he propoſes are, to remove infammato- 
ry diatheſis; to take off determination to the 
lungs; and to mitigate the ſeverity of particular 


ſymptoms. 


In hepatitis, he propoſes the ſame general plan 


of cure as in pleuriſy. 


He obſerves, that the ſame general indications 
of cure take place in gaſtritis, as in other inflam- 
mations. But, if it has ariſen from acrid ingeſta, 
or acrid contents of the ſtomach, the indications 


are, to expel them by emetics or laxatives, and to 


correct the poiſon by ſpecific antidotes. 
Beſides the cure pointed out for inflammatory 
fever, he propoſes, in enteritis, to obviate remote 


cauſes, eſpecially coltivenels ; F and to palliate par- 


ticular ſymptoms. 


The general indications of cure, in nephritis | 


are the ſame as in other pycgmaliac, 


His 
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His indications, in acute rheumatiſm, are, to re. 
move the general inflammatory fever; and to re. 
lieve the topical affection. In chronic rheumatiſm, 
beſides relieving the topical affection, he propoſes 

to promote diaphoreſis by medicines that may 
ſtimulate more than would be proper in acute 
| rheumatiſm. 


The laſt diſeaſe which our author conſiders, i 
rout, In the cure of this, two caſes, he obſerves, 
are to be carefully diſtinguiſhed: The , where 
the conſtitution is ſound, the fits regular, and an 
inflammatory diatheſis preſent. The ſecond, 
where the conſtitution is debilitated, the fits irre- 
gular, and alternating with affections of the fy- 
ſtem. In the jr/? of theſe caſes, he propoſes, that, 
during the intervals, care ſhould be taken to avoid 
all occaſional cauſes ; and that, during the paro- 
 xyſm, we ſhould endeayour to mitigate the pain, 
without repelling the gout, This he adviſes to be 
done by general and topical bleeding; by laxatives 
and diaphoretics that do not heat or ſtimulate ; ; by 
7 light diet and cool regimen ; by external anodyne 
applications ; and by the cautious uſe of _— 
| internally, 1 in the decline of the paroxyſm, 


# * + A ** a 


In the ſecond caſe, he propoſes, in the intervals 


of the fits, to ſupport the vis vitae; to promote an 
equal 
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equal diſtribution of the blood, eſpecially to the 
extremities3 to keep up free perſpiration; to obvi- 
ate debility, indigeſtion, and acidity in the ſto- 
mach; and to avoid all ſudden changes of regimen. 
During the paroxyſm, he adviſes us, to uſe a cor- 
dial regimen ; to give particular attention to the 
ſtate of the ſtomach and bowels; and to employ 
ſuch external applications as tend to invite the 
cout to the extremities, and to detain it there. 
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II. 


Caſes in Surgery, particularly of Cancers and Di- 
orders of the Head from external Violence ; with 
Obſervations. To which is added an account 

of the Sibbens, by James Hill Surgeon in Dun- 
fries. 8vo, Edinburgh. 


HE treatiſe now before us is divided into two 
chapters ; in the firſt of theſe, Mr Hill treats 
of cancers. Surgeons in general have been de- 
terred from having recourſe to extirpation in ſchir- 
rous and cancerous caſes, from an opinion that 
theſe diſeaſes could not, in that way, be ſo effectu- 
ally removed as to prevent their return. Mr Hill 
has the ſatisfaction of aſſuring his readers, that 
this opinion is, by no means, well founded; ha- 
ving, in the courſe of thirty years practice, extir- 
pated no leſs than eighty eight genuine cancers, 
all of which, four excepted, were ulcerated. Of 
theſe patients, two only did not recover from the 
operation. FN 


In April 1764, Mr Hill made a e of the 
caſes which had been under his care previous to 
that 
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that date. He found that, before that time, he 
had cut and cured ſixty-three, of whom there 


were then living thirty-nine. In twenty-eight of 


theſe, the operation had been performed more 


than two years before; the remaining eleven 


had been cut during the courſe of the two pre- 


cceding years. From this ſurvey, our author con- 
cludes, that a great majority of his patients lived as 


long after the extirpation of the cancers, as, ac- 
cording to the bills of mortality, they would have 


done, had they never been affected with cancer or 
undergone any operation, Since the date of this 
ſurvey, Mr Hill has cut twenty-five other patients, 


twenty-two of which are {till alive, 15 


Our author acknowledges, that, beſides two 


caſes which did not heal after the operation, ſome 
others alſo miſgave. In nine caſes, the diſeaſe 


broke out a-freſh, either in the part before affect- 


ed, or in ſome other part of the body. And, an- 


other at the time when Mr Hill finiſhed this trea- 
tiſe, Which was in July 1770, was threatened 
with a relapſe. 


After this general view 4 the ſucceſs with 
which extirpation was attended, our author next 


ſubjoins ſhort hiſtories of a few remarkable caſes, 


ſome of which ſucceeded, others did not ſucceed. 
| | | 1 
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In the counſe of theſe, he nk; oceafion to men. 
tion the good effects of ſutures, after extirpating 
cancers of the lips. From drawing the retraQeq 
edges of the wound together, and retaining them 
by means of the twiſted ſuture, they were made 
to unite much ſooner than they would otherwiſe 
have done. | 
After theſe obſervations on cancers, Mr Hill 
next preſents us with ſome remarks on encyſted 
- tumours. Encyſted tumours he divides into five 
ſpecies, Atheroma, Steatoma, Meliceris, Struma, 
and Hydatides. All theſe, he obſerves, are ſo 
diſtin& and unconnected, that he never ſaw any 
one of them degenerate into another ſpecies, nor 
| has he ſeen any of them end in cancer. He ob. 
ſerves, however, that the ſarcoma, which may 
perhaps be reckoned a ſixth ſpecies of encyſted 
tumour, is not of ſuch a mild nature, and very 
frequently does turn cancerous. 


The number of cancerous cafes which Mr Hill 
had under his care, naturally led him to make 
frequent trials of hemlock. But, after having 
often uſed it, and that too in conſiderable quanti- 
tics, he alledges, that he never ſaw it attended 
with the ſmalleſt advantage. He aſſerts, that, 
were it his misfortune to have a cancer, even of 
the 
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the ſlighteſt kind, he would not delay the opera- 
tion, even a ſingle hour, in expectation 0 a cure 
from the uſe of hemlock, 


The next ſubject, of which Mr Hill treats, is 
the cure of Wens. By this term he means thoſe 
encyſted tumours only which are denominated 
| Steatoms. When it can be done, he adviſes, that 
the tumor ſhould be turned out entire, by raiſing 
the four corners of a crucial inciſion, without o- 
pening the cyſt, When this cannot be done, 
they may frequently, he alledges, be digeſted out 
by running a ſeton through them in the direc- 
tion of the length of the tumor. 
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As this treatiſe was not put to the preſs for 
two years after Mr Hill had written it, he ſub- 
joins, as an appendix to this chapter, ſome re- 
marks which had occurred to him during that 
interval. In this appendix, we are informed, 
that he has cut ſeven other patients, all of whom 
continue to do well. From this ſucceſs, our au- 
thor concludes, that by far the greateſt part of 
cancers muſt be local, and occaſioned merely by 
ſome accidental hurt. Hence, he thinks, that, by 
removing the diſeaſed parts, the conſtitution will 
be left ſound; unleſs when by long delay the 
blood comes to be affected, from the ichor of 

Vox. I. 1 __  a_—_ 
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cancerous ulcers being abſorbed. From this, he 
concludes, that no cancer ſhould be allowed to 
continue till it be ulcerated. This appendix ig 
cloſed with a remarkable hiſtory of a fatal ſup- 
preſſion of urine, from a large hydatide tumour. 
It was ſituated between the neck of the bladder 
and the rectum, and compreſſed the neck of the 
bladder fo ſtrongly againſt the os pubis, that a 
catheter could not poſhbly be introduced, even 
after death. 


In the ſecond chapter, Mr Hill treats of dif- 
orders of the head from external violence. He 
here preſents us with a particular detail of the 
caſes of many patients, ſome of whom were ſa- 
ved by the employment of the trepan, others 
without it. From theſe caſes he deduces many 

| obſervations. He alledzes, that protruſions of 
the brain, which, after the operation of the tre- 
pan, often prove very troubleſome, are neither 
to be cured nor prevented by compreſſion with 
lead plates, as has been adviſed by Le Dran and 
others. He recommends the exciſion of every 
part of the brain which protrudes in that way; 
and affirms that he has done it in ſo many caſes, 
and in ſuch conſiderable quantities, that he is 
certain it can never be attended with the ſmalleſt 
danger 
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danger or inconvenience. It will, he alledges, be 


renewed in the fame manner, as loſs of ſubſtance 
in any other part of the body. 


In ſearching for fiſſures, after wounds or blows 
on the head, our author adviſes, that the integu- 
ments ſhould be ſpared as much as poſſible. For 
the purpoſe of detecting theſe, therefore, he re- 


commends a ſingle, or, if that ſhould fail, a cru- 
cial inciſion. 


In caſes of depreſſions of the ſkull, without 
fracture, our author diſſuades us from having re- 
courſe to many of thoſe contrivances which are 
employed to raiſe the bone; ſuch, for example, 
as adheſive plaiſter, cupping, the ſcrew, and dif- 
ferent kinds of levators. According to our au- 
thor, the general effect of theſe contrivances is, 
to raiſe the integuments without affecting the 
bone. When ſuch depreſſions are attended with 
bad conſequences, bleeding, and other evacua- 
tions, will, in general, remove them. But, if 
thoſe means ſhould fail, he adviſes, that the tre- 
pan be applied upon the ſound bone near to the 
depreſſion, in order to afford an outlet for any 
blood or matter that may be extravaſated below. 
This, however, he alledges, will ſeldom be neceſ- 
ſary. As a confirmation of the doctrine which 
I 2 18 
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is here delivered, Mr Hill relates ſeveral caſes of 
depreſſion which turned out well, although little 
was done. He relates, alfo, others, in which the 
integuments were laid open, and confiderable ex. 


foliations took place, rendering the cure much 
more tedious than probably would otherwiſe have 


been the caſe. 

From much experience, our author is con- 
vinced, that opening the meninges of the brain, af. 
ter the operation of the trepan, is attended with 
no danger. He recommends it as the moſt effec. 

tual way of relieving the patient, either when 
matter is ſuſpected to be lodged between the du- 
ra mater and brain, or when this membrane it- 
ſelf is inflamed. 


In the cloſe of this chapter Mr Hill cautions 

us againſt healing up wounds of the head ſudden. 

a ly, by drying eſcharotic applications. The ma- 
ny headachs, vertigos, and other complaint; 
which ſometimes continue for life, after tre. 
paning, are, he imagines, entirely owing to the 
diſcharge from the wound being ſoon dried up, 

He adviſes, therefore, that this ſhould be guard- 


S ed againſt as much as poſſible. | 


5 e finiſhing this chapter © on wounds of the 


| head, Mr Hill concludes this treatiſe with a ſhort 
"account 


ta 
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account of that diſtemper, which in Scotland is 
termed the Sibbens. This diſeaſe has been ſup- 
poſed to be very different from the Lues Vene- 
rea. Our author, however, alledges, that they are 
perfectly the ſame. The Sibbens, he tells us, was 
brought into that part of the country where he 
practiſes, not above fifty years ago, by ſome poc- 
ky ſoldiers, who, to prevent their debanching in 
town, were diſperſed through the neighbouring 
| villages. He alledges, that there is not a ſymp- 
tom in the Sibbens which does not alſo accompa- 
ny the Lues Venerea through all Europe; that 
the former is not more infectious than the latter; 
and that it cannot, as has often been alledged, 
be communicated from being in the ſame fami- 
ly or company, unleſs there be, at the ſame time, 
a nearer connection with the infected. With re- 
gard to the cure of this diſeaſe, he obſerves, 
that mercury, when properly exhibited, 1s a cer- 
tain remedy; and that it is at the ſame time 
the only remedy which can be depended on. He 
tells us, that, by throwing in a mild preparation 
of it, he has cured numbers, without confining 
them to the houſe, even in froſty or ſnowy wea- 
ther. He had formerly written a more full de- 
tail of the method of cure than is here delivered. 


N e 
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But he concludes with obſerving, that the di. 
rections given by Dr Gilchriſt, in a ſhort tract 
3 lately publiſhed upon this fubject, entitled, & An 
Account of a very infectious Diſtemper,” render 
any addition unneceflary, as Dr Gilchriſt and he 
agree in every material circumſtance, 
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A Treatiſe on the Management of Pregnant and Ly- 
ing- in Women, and the Means of curing, but 
more eſpecially of preventing the principal Dif- 
orders to which they are liable. Together with 
ſome new Directions concerning the Delivery of 
the Child and Placenta in natural Births. II- 
luſtrated with Caſes; by Charles White, 
F. R. 8. Member of the Corporation of Sur- 
geons in London ; and Surgeon to the Sad 
W 8vo, London. 


N E ſubject of this tretile is fo o fully ex- 
preſſed in the title- page, as to render any 


general account of the author's deſign altoge- 
ther unneceſſary. We proceed, therefore, to 


preſent the reader with a ſummary view of the 
particular parts of Mr White's work, in the or- 
der in which they are conſidered in this treatiſe. 


The puerperal or child-bed fever, 1 is the firſt : 
ſubject of which our author treats. This fever, 
he thinks, is of the putrid kind. In ſupport of 
his opinion, he endeavours to ſnew, that the re- 
mote cauſes of this diſorder are ſuch as will natu- 
rally NANCE putridity; and that the diſeaſe itſelf, 
I 1 e when 
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in the management of pregnant and lying-in wo- 


abſorption of excrementitious matter, which will 


cd to the putrid ſteams ariſing from the woman's 


— 


when actually preſent, is always attended with 
ſymptoms which bear evident marks of putref. 
cency. He points out many groſs improprieticy 


men, which he conſiders as the great ſources of 
thoſe diſorders to which women in child-bed are 


t. 

5 peculiarly liable. t 
Pregnancy i is frequently nden with . n 
neſs, occaſioned by the preſſure of the uterus on c 


the under part of the inteſtines. But, inſtead. of i 


taking proper meaſures to remedy this inconveni. | 


ence, the evil is, for the moſt part, encreafed, by 
a tight heavy dreſs, a ſedentary life, and improper 
diet. Thus, there muſt neceſſarily take place an 


diffuſe a putrid tendency through the ſyſtem. In 
the time of labour, the air of the chamber, fre- 
quently over-heated by a large fire, and corrupt- 
ed by the breaths of numerous attendants, join- 


— — — — — — . — — 


own body conſtantly bathed in ſweat, ſtill farther 


3 


enereaſes the diſpoſition to putridity. After de- f 


livery, continues our author, women are often! 
pent up for days together, in a putrid atmoſphere; a 
are neceſſitated to drink large quantities of warm 


relaxing liquors; and are confined to a horizon- 


tal 
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tal poſture, which is highly » for pro- 


moting the natural diſcharges by the inteſtines 


and uterus. Mean while, by neglecting to draw 
their breaſts till ſeveral days after delivery, the 
firſt milk, which is purgative and ſtimulating, is 
taken up by the abſorbents, and carried back in- 
to the ſyſtem. This treatment, he obſerves, can- 
not fail, either to generate a tendency to putreſ- 
cency, or to promote that which former errors 
had already induced. 


Having made theſe obſervations on the cauſes, 


diſeaſe, that it is frequently uſhered in by a cold 


fit, which, by the force of ſpirituous liquors, and 


hot ſpices, is ſoon ſucceeded by intenſe heat, and 
profuſe putrid ſweats. Theſe are often kept up 
by the ſame means firſt employed to excite them, 
for nights and days together, without any relief 


on gradually, without any cold fit, and manifeſts 
itſelf by putrid ſweats, nauſea, bilious vomitings, 
frequent foetid dejections, unexpreſſible anxiety, 
laſſitude, debility, miliary eruptions, petechiae, 
and a train of other ſymptoms, which clearly 
hew a prevailing n diatheſis. 


Our 


he obſerves, with regard to the ſymptoms of this 
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of this diſeaſe previous to its appearance at Leip- 
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Our author obſerves, that, upon diſſection, the 


| 

inteſtines, or ſome other of the abdominal viſce. | 
ra, have, in general, been found in an inffamed | 
or gangrened ſtate. He alledges, that, although 
theſe appearances would ſeem to favour the opi. 
nion of thoſe who aſcribe the puerperal fever to 
ſimple inflammation $ yet the abſence of the ex- ˖ 
cruciating pains, uſually attending inflammations 
of the bowels, is a circumſtance which render F 
this opinion lels probable, than that which he en- 
deavours to eſtabliſh. nv 7 
This chapter is concluded with ſome remarks Ml | 
on the different deſcriptions which have been gi- e 
ven of the puerperal fever by medical writers, Ne 
Their diſagreement, Mr White is inclined to Ne 

| aſcribe more to accidental differences in the ma- Ne 
nagement of the diſorder, than to any effential tl 
yariety in the nature of the diſeaſe. l 


In the ſecond chapter, the author treats of the 
miliary fever, a ſubject which, of late, has parti- 
cularly engaged the attention of the medica 
world, by the warm diſputes of which it has been 
productive among ſome of the moſt eminent of 
the faculty. No accurate deſeription was given 


e 


— 
— 


ſic, about the middle of the laſt century. But, 
from 
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White thinks it highly probable, if not abſolutely 
certain, that it has occurred to practitioners from 
the days of Hippocrates downwards. Since the 
time of Dr Sydenham, who firſt accurately de- 
ſcribed it in England, it has been particularly 


ters have differed widely, both concerning the 
pathology and cure of this diſorder. Some con- 
ſider the eruption to be the regular criſis of a 


occurring indiſeriminately in all diſeaſes attend - 
caſes. Notwithſtanding theſe differences, how 
the miliary fever, agree in the following patticu- 
lars concerning it: That puerperal women are 
peculiarly liable to it: That it is of a putrid ten- 
dency: That the eruption is promoted by ſweat- 


ing in bed; and is moſt plentiful on thoſe parts 


whatever the eruption may be, the fweats at- 


tending it are by no means critical: That, in 

one caſe, there will occur more than one crop of 

miliary puſtules ; That mild} eruptions will 
_ 


om 4 variety of paſſages in antient authors, Mr 


treated of by many medical writers, Theſe wri- 


primary idiopathic diſeaſe, - While others have 
looked upon it merely as an accidental ſymptom, 


ed with ſweating, and at all periods of thoſe diſ- 


ever, Mr White obſerves, that moſt writers on 
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to theſe particulars, the direct authority of Allo. 
great ſimilarity between the ſymptoms of miliary 


them as having a near affinity to each other. The 


to be totally unconnected with the fever, as he 
has often ſeen miliary eruptions, both of the red 


hot regimen, or the long continuance of ſweat- 
ing. 


Finn women are peculiarly liableto them from 
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ſometimes accompany inflammatory fevers; and 
that the danger with which they are attended is in 
proportion to their quantity and early appear- 
ance, 


The general conſent of authors, with regard 
nius, a phyſician of eminence at Turin, and the 
and putrid fevers, induce our author to conſider 


eruption, he alledges, is the only diſtinctive mark 
between the two. This, however, he apprehend 


and white kind, without any fever; and, on the 
other hand, all the ſymptoms of miliary fever, 
without any eruption. He farther obſerves, that, 
in many caſes, this eruption depends ſolely on a 


Upon the whole, A concludes, that miliary e- 
ruptions are univerſally preceded by ſweating ; that 
they are by no means critical; that no prejudice 
will ariſe to a patient from their being checked by 
cool regimen in the beginning of the diſcaſe ; that 


their 
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their diſpoſition to putreſcency, joined to the relax- 
ed ſtate of their ſkin, which is induced by long 
continued ſweating ; and, laſtly, that the miliary 
eruption is produced by the cuticular diſcharge 
being increaſed in quantity, rendered ken. and 
acquiring a putrid ſtate. 


Mr White concludes this chapter, with FO 


ving, that his opinion of the miliary fever is perfect- 
ly conformable to that of Dr Cullen, an authority, 
deſervedly, of great weight in medicine. To 
prove this ſimilarity in their opinions, Mr White 
ſubjoins part of a le&ure on the miliary fever, 
given by Dr Cullen, and taken from the notes of 
one of his pupils. 


Another diſorder to which lying in women are 


expoſed, is the milk fever. This is the ſubje& 
of the third chapter. This diſeaſe, we are told, 


depends upon the re-abſorption of milk, which by 
| ſtagnating has contracted a peculiar acrimony. 
This ſtagnation is ſometimes owing to negligence, 


ſometimes to the ſtate of the nipples, which, by 
the conſtant preflure of the tight ſtays, are often 


preternaturally flattened, and ſo buried in the 


breaſts, as to render the drawing of them imprac- 


ticable, 
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ticable, The author obſerves, that the lower claſz 
of women, whoſe neceſſary labours do not admit 
of that tightneſs in dreſs, which is ſo common a. 
mong their ſuperiors, ſeldom ſuffer any ſuch in. 
convenience. He thinks 1 it, therefore, of the ut- 
moſt conſequence for the female ſex to be cau- 
tious in this part of their dreſs: His obſervations 
on this diſeaſe are concluded with an anatomical 
deſcription of the ſtructure of the mammae, from 
which he deduces an explanation of the ſeveral 
Phaenomena of ſuction. 


The fourth chapter contains general directions 


for preventing ſome diſorders peculiarly incident 


to pregnancy. He infiſts particularly on the im- 
: propriety of bleeding pregnant women, when no 


urgent ſymptom indicates that evacuation. He 
affirms, that, even in plethoric caſes, in which 
bleeding is generally thought neceſſary, much 
more benefit may be had from the uſe of aſſes 
milk, Pyrmont and Seltzer waters, elixir of vitriol, 
and gentle exerciſe on horſeback. Keeping the 
belly open, he points out as an object of conſider- 
able importance. For this purpoſe, he recom- 
mends the liberal uſe of ripe fruit and vegetables; 
and, if medicine be neceſſary, he adviſes, that re- 
courſe ſhould be had to ſmall doſes of aloetic, and 
other 
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other bitter antiſceptic purgatives. To cleanſe the 
tomach, when foul, gentle emetics, he tells us, 
may be uſed with ſafety and advantage. For the 
temporary jaundice, to which pregnant women 
are liable, he adviſes the uſe og raw eggs. In con- 
firmation of this practice, he tells us, that, by 
means of raw eggs, he was himſelſ cured of an ob- 
ſtinate jaundice, ſome years ago; that he has ſince 
recommended them to many others; and that 
they have always ſucceeded, unleſs where the 
jaundice depended, either on a diſeaſed liver, or 
on biliary concretions. Inſtead of tight ſtays, which 
ſome pregnant women very injudiciouſſy wear, 
he adviſes the uſe of flack jumps with broad ſhoul- 
der- ſtraps; and, inſtead of tying the petticoats 
round the belly, he directs them to be faſtened to 
tapes ſewed to the bottom of the jumps. But, if the 
belly be remarkably pendulous, he adviſes the uſe of 

2 broad bandage, to counterbalance the preflure 
on the bladder. Laſtly, he adviſes women in the 
latter months of pregnancy, to be frequently in a 
recumbent poſture, with a view of preventing the 
pains of the belly, back, and thighs, and ſwelling 
Jof the legs, which are fo common at that period. 


The fifth chapter contains directions, reſpecting 
the 1 of natural labours. The au- ; 
thor's 
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thor's general view in theſe directions is to induce 
practitioners to pay the moſt religious attention 
to nature in their whole conduct, and never to 
have recourſe to art, unleſs where it is neceſſary 
to regulate or aſſiſt the efforts of nature. He con. 
demns the vulgar practice of tying the umbilica 
chord immediately upon the birth of the child. 
By delaying it for a few minutes, ſays he, the 
changes in the circulatory ſyſtem will take place 
gradually; and the circulation in the chord wil 
ceaſe of itſelf, By this time too the ſecundines 
are generally expelled, or, at leaſt, may be eaſily 
extracted, by gently pulling the navel-ſtring, when 
a pain comes on. He prefers bringing away the 
placenta in this manner, to the practice of leaving 
it to come away of itſelf, as he imagines, that, by 
allowing it to remain, it is apt to occaſion violent 
afterpains, dangerous floodings, or putrid diſea- 
ſes. | 
The prevention of the miliary and milk fevers 
is the ſubject of the next chapter; many direction 
are here given concerning the management of 
women after delivery. But the following parti 
culars are inculcated by our author as the moſt 
eſſential: Cool regimen, the conſtant admiſſion of 
\. 
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than of animal food, the free uſe of cold drink, 


r WI :intiſeptic matters, great cleanlineſs, an upright 
- Wh -ofture ſoon after delivery, keeping the belly o- 
on, the carly application of the infant to the 
. breaſt if the mother beto ſuckle, or, if not, the 
e having the breaſts regularly drawn. By ſtrict at- 
e :cotion to theſe particulars, Mr White aſſures us, 
chat his own practice has been attended with re- 
88 markable ſucceſs. The frequent deaths of lying- 
ly WW in women, in ſome of the London hoſpitals, and 
nin ſomc parts of the country, he imputes to the . 
he corruption of the alr in crowded wards, and to er- 
ng Wl cos in the diet and dreſs of the women, from the 
by miſmanagement of 'nurſes. In order to prevent 


a: and ſtagnation of the air in lying-in hoſpitals, he 


propoſes ventilation by means of air-pipes. He 


z oommends alſo the method propoſed by Dr A- 


WY (Xander for correcting vitiated air, by fermenting 
antiſeptic mixtures; ; and tells us that, in putrid 


caſes, he has often uſed it with great advantage. 


Vox. J. K the 


freſh air, a Jobs dict, ti more of vegetable 


particularly of liquors acidulated or mixed with 
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the inconveniences ariſing from the heat, moiſture, 


In the ſeventh chapter, the author delivers the 
cure of the puerperal fever. His cure is perfect - 
y conformable to his theory. He directs, that 
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the ſame general principles ſhould be followed in 


this as in other putrid diſeaſes. After cautioning, 
therefore, againſt the abuſe of hot regimen and 


ſtimulating medicines, with a view to ſhorten the 
cold fit, at the almoſt certain riſk of adding to the 
violence of the ſubſequent hot one, he recom- 


mendas cleanſing the primae viae by gentle emeticz, 


and by mild, faline, antiſeptic laxatives, afliſted 
by emollient injeQtions. He recommends alſy 
ſaline draughts, in the act of efferveſcence, with a 
view to allay feveriſhneſs. Bleeding, and, in ge. 
neral, large evacuations, are to be avoided. The 
ſame attention is neceſſary for ſupporting the vi 
vitae in this as in other putrid fevers ; cool freſh 


air, and general cleanlineſs, he like wiſe adviſes, as 
equally indiſpenfable. 


The cure of the miliary ſever, which is the ſub. 
ject of the following ſection, differs in nothing el. 
ſential from that of the puerperal. Evacuants, 
in general, he condemns here, gentle emetics and 


laxatives alone being admiſſible. Even bliſters, 


he tells us, except as ſtimulants in the laſt ſtages 
of the diſeaſe, are hurtful. He is of opinion, that 
pure, free, cold air, cautiouſly admitted, the pru- 
dent uſe of cold acidulated drink, a frequent up- 

| right 


child. 


Ibis treatiſe is concluded * a poſtſcript, con- 
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right poſture, and the greateſt cleanlineſs, are the 
particulars chiefly to be depended on in the cure. 


To theſe general doctrines, our author ſubjoins 
alteen caſes, with a view of illuſtrating what he 
11d before delivered, reſpecting puerperal and mi- 
tary fevers. From theſe caſes alſo, our author 
thinks it appears, that fatal floodings and other 
bad effects, will often ariſe from the retention of 


the placenta; from which he infers the neceſſity of 


removing it ſoon after the 2 of the 


taining ſome remarks on a treatiſe on the puerpe- 
ral fever, lately publiſhed by Dr Hulme, which did 
not fall into our author's hands till his book was 
finiſhed. From ſeveral diſſections, Dr Hulme 
had concluded, that the puerperal fever depends 
upon an inflammation of the inteſtines and omen- 


tum. Mr White, in order to ſhew the fallaciouſ- 


neſs of this opinion, endeavours to prove, by quo- 


tations from Cleghorn, Sir JohnPringle, Lind, and 
other eminent authors, that the very ſame appear- 


ances are almoſt conſtantly obſerved in all fatal 


putrid fevers. He is of opinion, therefore, that, 


in many caſes, they may be more properly con- 
K 5 5 ſidered 
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ſiderd as the conſequences than as the ona of 
the diſeaſe. 


Dr Hulme afligns the Hl A of the 5 u- 
terus againſt the inteſtines and omentum, as the 


principal prediſponent cauſe of this diſeaſe, To 
this opinion our author objects, that, were it true, 
the puerperal fever ſhould happen rather before 
than after delivery. 


Dr Hulme had farther 4 in favour of his 
opinion, that from it we can ſee the reaſon why all 
women have been, and ever will be, liable to this 
diſeaſe. To this, Mr White replies, that the diſ- 
eaſe by no means takes place ſo frequently as Dr 
Hulme imagines, nor, indeed, as it certainly 
would do, did it depend upon the cauſes which the 
Doctor aſſigns. The proof of this fact Mr White 
reſts, not only on his own obſervation, but upon the 
concurring teſtimony of perſons of great note in the 
practice of midwifery; to many of whom, he aſſures 
us, this diſeaſe is, in a great meaſure, totally un- 
known. As farther evidence, he adduces extracts 
from regiſters kept in various lying - in hoſpitals, 
from which he thinks it appears, that this diſorder 
is more or leſs frequent in proportion as ventila- 
tion and cool regimen are more or leſs ſtrictiy at- 

tended 
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tended to. He concludes the whole, by mention- 
ing, from Dr Young, ſome particulars, reſpecting 
the management of the lying · in ward in the royal 
infirmary at Edinburgh. To theſe he aſcribes 
the remarkable ſucceſs attending the practice of 
| midwifery in that hoſpital, and, in a particular 
manner, the total abſence of this fever. 
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Experiments upon the Human Bile, and Reftedtims 
on the Biliary Secretion ; with an introduftiry 


Eſay. By James TOME? 7 M. D. Bro, 


London. 


IN the introduCtory eſſay prefixed to theſe ex- 
1 periments, the ingenious author inculcates 
the neceſſity and advantage of reaſoning in me- 
dicine. He is at particular pains in obviating the 
objections which have been made to reaſoning, 
from the frequent and great changes which me- 
dical theories have undergone. And he even 
goes ſo far as to alledge, that the perpetual 
growth and contention of ſyſtems is a mark of 
vigour in the ſtate of medical knowledge, 

His experiments upon the bile are thirty-eight 
in number. All of them were made with human 


cyſtic bile ; and moſt of them in the way of 
mixture. 


In the firſt eight experiments, the author en- 
deavours to aſcertain the effects of mineral acids 
upon the bile. Theſe he found, when applied 
ſtrong, united with the bile, and diflolved it in a 


ſhor 


ſhort time, with ſome variations of the phaeno- 
mena producing a fine green colour. 

From the inflammable nature of biliary concre- 
tions, and from the effects of the prineiple of in- 
flammability upon acids in metallic ſubſtances, 
and other mixtures, as explained by Dr Black in 
his chemical lectures, Dr Maclurg concludes, that 
the green colour is to be aſcribed to the union of 
the acids with the phlogiſton of the bile. In this 
opinion he is confirmed by the fugitive nature of 
this green colour upon the mixture of nitrous 
acid and bile. This colour vaniſhes, while a 
flaine coloured elaſtic vapour flies off from the 
mixture. And farther, as the bile, upon the 
addition of acids, loſes, not only its colour, but 
alſo its bitterneſs, he concludes, that both the 
colour and taſte of the bike depend fon the phlo- 
| gilton which it contains. 


In the ninth and tenth experiments, the author 
gives an account of the effects of vegetable acid 
upon the bile. He found, that vinegar and juice 
of lemons inſtantly coagulated bile, at the ſame 

time changing its colour to yellow. 42 
From the eleventh experiment, it appears, 
that the mineral acids, in a diluted ſtate, have 
nearly the ſame effect upon the bile as the vege- 
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table. This Dr Maclurg aſcribes to their ha, 
ving, when in a diluted ſtate, a leſs vehement at. 
traction to phlogiſton. By the twelfth and thir 
teenth experiments, he finds, that bile is alſo co. 
agulated by ſpirit of wine, and by heat. Thi 
ſuggeſted to him the ſuſpicion of there being 3 
quantity of coagulable lymph in the bile; in 
which opinion he was confirmed by the four. 
teenth and three following experiments. In theſe, 
he ſeparated the coagulable ſubſtance from every 
other part of the bile, and found it anſwer to al 
the teſts of coagulable Iy mph when tried with 
ſpirit of wine, alkali, and: acid, THIEN 
The coagulum of the bile, formed by the ve- 
getable acid, being a combination of the colour. 
ing matter of the bile with its lymph, is the 
ſubject of the eighteenth and fix following expe- 
riments. From trying this coagulum with dif- 

ferent acids, water, ſpirit of wine, a ſolution of 
cauſtic alkali, &c. it appears, that the colouring 
matter of the bile is affected by the ſame rela- 
tions when coagulated, as before coagulation, 
That the vegetable acid, however, does produce 
ſome change upon it, 18 evident, from the colour 


of the coagulum being different from that of the 


original bile, As by this change the cyltic bile 
approaches 
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approaches nearer to the colour of the hepatic, 
and, as its former colour may be reſtored by 
che addition of an alkali, the author concludes, 
chat the colour of the cyſtic bite depends upon an 
alkaline nature which it acquires during its ſtag- 
nation 4n the gall· bladder. This circumſtance, 
he thinks, may all account for its Scar bit» 
terneſs. | | WW: 


The next ſet of experiments were made with a 
view to examine the opinion of Mr Durade, who 
has alledged, that the colour of the bile depends 
upon iron. But, upon trials with the alkali pre- 
pared for making Pruſſian blue, and with powder 
of galls, be could aka roaſoh Tot wc Þ of 85 | 
opinion. JCÜ Ü 14 


The eight laſt experiments are ) ade with 2 
view to determine the relation of bile to putre- 
faction. Upon trying putrid bile with acids, 
ſpirit of wine, and heat, the author found that 
the coagulability of the bile was diminiſhed by 
purrefaction; but that its bitterneſs was rather | 
encreaſed. It appears, therefore, that the bit- 
terneſs of the bile reſiſts the effect of putrefac- 
tion in'changmg the qualities of bodies, and con- 
tinues unaltered, when the coagulable matter has 
proceeded far in its degeneracy. Beſides this, 

| | from 
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from the 36th, 37th, and 38th experiments, the 
author finds, that bile, in its own nature, is anti. 


ſeptic, but that, when coagulated by acids, it im. 
parts to Water A ſtronger antiſeptic power than i 


to be found in pure and unaltered bile. From 


this he concludes, that the antiſeptic principle of 
the bile is connected with-its bitterneſs, and that 


probably it is alſo a 9 of the colouring mat. 
ter. | 


After theſe experiments, Dr Maclurg proceeds 
to his reflections on the biliary ſecretion. Here 


codur author firſt remarks a ſtrong analogy between 


the milk, the bile, and the common maſs. of 


blood. Their baſis, he obſerves, is a coagulable 
matter. They all contain a matter analogou 
to the ſugar of vegetables; and, from the bel 


chemical analyſis, their faline contents appear 
alſo to be the ſame, . Their colouring matter, 


he obſerves, is indeed a good deal different: 


But, as the beſt chemiſts ſuppoſe. that the 
colouring matter of the blood is formed fron 


the oil of the milk, ſo the ſame; powers con- 
tinuing to act may, he imagines, change the 


5 colouring part of the blood into that of the bile, 


He allows, however, that theſe colouring mat- 


ters, although, in their nature analogous, are in 


different 


Nt 
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illerent ſtates, as they do not give the ſame phae- 
omena on their mixture with the acids. 


The author next obſerves, that the Yau of an 


egg has a great analogy to the hlood. At! is in- 
tended for the formation of blood in the foetus, 
and contains a colouring matter, which, like that 
of the blood and bile, flies off with ſtrong acids. 


all of which are ſimilar, yet all different. Theſe 
are, the milk, the yolk of the egg, the blood, and 
the bile. It is their common character to contain 


ents, the chief of which IS phlogiſton, 


dually evolved, and, at length, in the bile, 
gives evident indications of its being preſent i in 


he adduces many arguments, with a view to ex 


the colouring matter of the blood, and that of the 
bile. Theſe are chiefly deduced from the influ- 


ence of diſeaſes upon the bile, and the effects of 


of aliment. 


\ 


After his remarks on the colpuring matter, 8 
next makes ſome reflections on the coagulable 
1 


Thus, ſays he, we have a ſcale of animal fluids, 


à coagulable matter, united with other ingredi- 


This phlogiſton, by the animal proceſs, is gra- 1 


the moſt fimple and active ſtate. In proof of this, | 


{tablith a connection between the oil of the milk, | 


exhauſtion, either by large evacuations, or want 


maiden ane. . 
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part of theſe ſimilar fluids. From experiment 
and obſervations, he condudes, that, in the milk, 
which is the one extreme of this ſcale, the union 
of the coagulable lymph with the other parts i 
the leaſt intimate; and that, in the bile, which 
is the other extreme, it is moſt complete. He 
ſuppoſes, therefore, that the union of ˖ the parts of 
theſe analogous liquors, is gradually rendered 
more perfect by tlie continuance pt the animal ſe. 
tic proceſs, l 


Having thus ſtated ahi relation between the 
bile and other animal fluids, Dr Maclurg next 
applies theſe obſervations to account for many 
phacnomena | in diſeaſes, particularly for tha! 
great redundancy of bile ſo much connectel 
with the intermittent and remittent fevers, and 
the dyſentery of warm climates. | He is of op. 
nion, that the marſh miaſmata, inducing 1 theſe fe. 
vers, operate a as a \ putrid | ferment f in the ſyſtem, 
1 El Alſcharge of San Te and rel 
globules, muſt be augmented by the introduc- 
tion of this ferment. He concludes, therefore, 
that the increaſe of this ſecretion is a means which 
nature employs in theſe diſorders for her relief; 
WE. od the en method of cure ſhould 

| Confil 


COMMENTARIES. 157 


eonſiſt in promoting the biliary diſcharge by the 
afeſt and moſt expeditious means; and in cor- 
recting, by tonics and antiſeptics, that ſt ate of the 
onſtitution which makes it neceſſary, 


Our author's next refleQtions are, with reſpect 
o the influence of bile upon digeſtion. He is of 
pinion, that digeſtion is performed by fermenta- 
ion, and is attended with the conſtant generation 
of acid in the ſtomach. The firſt operation of this 
acid liquor, after paſſing the pylorus, will be to co- 
Pgulate the bile. The coagulum of bile is not miſ- 
ible with water, but communicates to it ſome- 
thing of a more antiſeptic nature than pure bile 
itſelk. Thus the antiſeptic principle is evolved 
and ſeparated from the putreſcent coagulable part. 


nd \nd, while the latter is committed to the alvine dif. 
pi. charge, the former is applied to uſeful purpoſes i in 
e. ¶ he o economy. This, he obſerves, gives us ano- 


ther view of the final cauſe of that large ſecretion 

of bile, which is the conſtant effect of long eonti- 
nued heat; and of that appetite for acids which 
then ſubſiſts, 
One of the. moſt curious s facts reſpecking the 4 
ch ecrction of bile, is its relation to the paſſions. 
mas is the next ſubject of reflection. The ſe- 


3 cretion of bile | is remarkably increaled, by anger 
| and 


is NE DIFO A 


and by terror. Theſe paſſions are intended to promyy 
us to oppole, or to avoid any power which thre, 
tens danger. And here the author imagines y 
mult look for the final cauſe of the large ſecr. 
tion of bile which in general attends them. Loy 
ſpirits, timidity, and deſpair are frequently obſer. 
ved to be effects of a feeble ſtate of action in the 
alimentary canal. An oppoſite temper of mind 
connected with an oppoſite {tate of this funinn, 
A quantity of bitter fluid, therefore, poured intg 
the alimentary canal, by ſtimulating it to a-ſtron 
er action, will anſwer the purpoſes of both pal 
ſions, 


I he next obſervation our author makes is, with 
reſpect to the influence of bile upon temperament, 
A bilious temperament, he obſerves, is natural 
produced by exceſſive heats, and is the comma 
one in warm climates. This he aſeribes to the 


acceleration of the ſeptic animal proceſs which 
there takes place. >" 0 


The laſt ſubje& on which our author offers ay 
reflections is biliary calculi. He obſerves, tha 
art can do little in removing theſe concretions; 
and that therefore it ſhould be our endeavour to 
trace them to their origin, and diſcover, if poll 
ble, the means of preventing their formation 
| Fron 
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From many facts, he is inclined to believe, that the 
common opinion, of gall-ſtones being formed in 
conſequence of the ſtagnation of bile, is ill founded, 
andthat many of them are originally bile coagu- 
Jated by an acid. This acid, formed in the ſto- 
mach, may, he imagines, be inſinuated into the 
end of the ductus communis, and the bile with 
which it there comes in contact, will immediate- 
ly take the form of a cheeſy concretion. This 
coagulum will afterwards be either puſhed into 
the duodenum, or carried into the gall-bladder, 
according to the determination of motion in the 
ducts. In the latter caſe, it will produce biliary 
calculi. 


The en rer does not imagine, that, in 
this way, all biliary concretions are produced. 
Thoſe found in the biliary pores of oxen are, he 
allows, independent of coagulation from acid; 
and he alledges, that their different appearance 5 
vidently ſhews a different origin. Theſe he a- 
ſeribes to a general ron in the fluid to con- 
crete. 


From ſome experiments made with biliary con- 
cretions, he concludes, that they are compoſed of 
the ſame materials with the bile itſelf; but that 


they 


t NM I D 


they have undergone ſome ſpontaneous change, 
during their ſtagnation in the body. Hence the 
colouring matter of theſe calculi does not pro- 
duce that fine vivid green with acids which the 
bile itſelf and the freſh coagulum of that fluid ex. 
hibit. And the coagulable part has acquired the 
appearance of a calcareous or chalky matter. 


Granting that acid in the alimentary canal is 1 
ſource of biliary concretions, their prevention, 
our author obſerves, 18 not to be effected by the 
deſtruction of acid. Acid is continually generated 
in digeſtion, and probably ſerves ſome important 
purpoſes in the oeconomy. Befides, in the heal. 
thy animal, it produces no bad effect. Moſt pro- 
bably, then, it only tends to generate calculi, in 
conſequence of ſome inverſion of the ordinary mo- 
tion in the alimentary canal, which is in ſome de- 
gree confirmed, from conſidering that biliary cal- 
culi are connected with gouty and nephritic con- 
ſtitutions. In order, therefore, to prevent the 
formation of biliary calculi, every thing which 
tends to weaken the nervous ſyſtem, and of con- 
ſequence the alimentary canal, muſt be avoided. 
With this view, ſedentary life, and full luxuri- 
ous a are particularly to be guarded a- 
gainſt. 
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gainſt. Recourſe muſt, at the ſame time, be had 


2 
R to thoſe means which nature ſeems to have ap- 
9 pointed for maintaining the vigour of the ſy- 


0 ſtem, eſpecially a certain n degree of - dn and 


7 proper Ivy exerciſe, WON 
0 . 
10 By 

a 
1 Jacobi. "PAT Beccart! Opuſculitn de 
F Latte. Vid. De Bononienſi Scientiarum et Ar- 

tium Inſtituto atque Academia Commentarii. 
t Tomi Quinti Pars prima, 4t0, Bonon, 


Eccarius had formerly publiſhed ſeveral ex- 
periments on corns and broths of different 
kinds, which received very general approbation. 


the reſult of many experiments which he has 


which had been made by Boerhaave and Macquer 
on this ſubject, he takes it up where they had left 


Ae) that cows milk which was the _— up- 


His induſtrious reſearches have not ſtopped there, 
In the paper now before us, we are preſented with 


made on milk. Without repeating the experiments 


.  Boerhaave, from his experiments; had con- 


* 
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an acid nor an alkali; that it was hardly in any de. 
gree ſaline ; and that it yielded no ſpirit upon di. 
ſtillation. And Macquer was of opinion that it 


heat, at firſt gentle, but afterwards encreaſed to 
a conſiderable degree. In the beginning, a wa- 
tery, limpid, taſteleſs liquor aroſe ; after this, it 
appeared of a ſtraw colour, and was ſomewhat a- 


encreaſed, white vapours aroſe and flew: about 
the receiver, till ſome of them were condenſed 
into a liquid, and others adhered in a ſolid ſtate to 
the ſides of the veſſel, in the form of | diſtin 


on which he chigks operated, neither containel 


contained no ſalt, which was not to be referred 


to the tribe of acids, and yielded nothing which 


gave even the ſlighteſt indication of volatile al. 
kali. The experiments of our author, however, 
led him to form very different concluſions. 


His firſt experiments were made with that fat. 
ty, ſweet-taſted reſiduum, Which! 18 obtained on the 


ſimple diſtillation of milk. With this he filleda 
retort to about two thirds, and ſubjected | it to a 


.cid to the taſte ; it, then became more. and more 
of a deep colour, and, at thè ſame time, more acid; 
towards the end, it became blackiſh and empyreu- 


matic ; and, at laſt, upon the heat being greatly 


and beautiful ramifications; ; in the mean time, a 
thick 


thick foetid oil began to cover the 1 of the li- 
quor, which put an end to the proceſs. In the 
retort, there remained a thick black ee ſub⸗ 
ſtance. 


The next experimetits made ie by the author were 
with the ſerum of the milk. By a very gentle 
heat, he drew off all the watery part of the ſerum, 
ſo as to leave nothing but what is commonly cal- 


| ledthe ſugar of milk. This he ſabjeQed cb the 


ſame proceſs as the mals laſt * and with 
preciſely the ſame effect. 


From theſe experiments, Beccarlus Was led to 


imagine, that both the milk, taken altogether, and 


the ſerum, when ſeparated from it, contain no in- 
conſiderable proportion of a volatile alkaline ſalt. 
To ſatisfy himſelf with regard to this, he next en- 


deavoured to inveſtigate the nature of thoſe pro- 


ducts which he had obtained. From the common 


teſts by which acids and alkalines are detected, he 


ſound that the fluid which he had obtained Was 
an acid. Whilſt the more ſolid ſublimate which 


came over at laſt, was evidently of an alkaline | 
nature. | 


Having, from theſe pern diloterbä that 
both milk and its ſerum contain a volatile alkali ; 
he obſerves, that an alkali might naturally be ſup- 
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poſed to be preſent alſo in cheeſe. But, as Mr 


Macquer had been of a different opinion, he re- 


ſolved to determine this alſo by experiment. For 


this purpoſe he employed a glue, well known to 


joiners, which is prepared from cheeſe by boiling 
and preſſure, He was led to prefer this glue to the 
cheeſe itſelf, as he had formerly found, that even 
the glue from corn was of an animal andalkaline 
nature, 'Having put ſome of this glue into a retort, 
he expoſed it to a heat at firſt gentle, but after- 
wards more conſiderable. There aroſe, at firſt, 
a limpid fluid, then a turbid milky one of a uri- 


nous ſmell. After this, there came over a vapour, 


ſome of which covered the ſides of the receiver, 
and ſome was converted i into an acrid liquor, very 
ſimilar to that which! 18 obtained from animal ſub- 
ſtances. Along with all theſe products, ſome oil 
came over, which became thicker and blacker as 


the diſtillation advanced. The maſs remaining 


in the retort was very dry and much burnt... 


Our author concludes this paper, by pointing 


it out as a ſubject of enquiry, whether theſe al- 


kaline ſalts be always preſent in the milk in a de- 
termined proportion? or, whether the quantity 
moge may be varied by the means uſed for 


ob- 


\ 
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obtaining them? 'This queſtion, from the expe- 
riments now before us, he admits, that he is un- 
able to determine. But, he obſerves, that, from 
the experiments which he has made on wheat, it 
appeared that the proportion of alkaline ſalt, con- 
tained in in Wen of * ſame matter, ne- 
ver varied. 


VI. 


Vincentii Menghini Opuſculum de Aquarum Vi 
in Calculis di ſolvendis. Vid. De Bononienſi 
Scientiarum et Artium Inſtituto atque Academia 


; Commentarii ky Tomi Quinti Pars prima, 4to, , 
| Bonon. 


Euon inus had deferred; that different 
waters poſſeſſed a power of diflolving hu- 
man e e He was led, therefore, to make the 
following experiments, with a view of diſcover- 
ing, whether this power reſides in pure water, 


or is the effect of their being impregnates "me with 
any particular ſubſtances. | | 


With this ! intention, he employed five differ- g 
ent kinds of water, \ Viz, diſtilled rain-water 3 rain- 


1. 3 e 9 


, f 
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water not diſtilled ; well-water, with a ſmall im. 
pregnation of clay; very pure well, water; and | 
rain-water impregnated with ſoluble tartar. To 
ten · ounces of each of theſe waters, put into a 
phial by itſelf, he added a bit of hard human cal. 
culus, weighing fourteen grains. To prevent a- 
ny deception in theſe experiments, the bit of cal- 
culus put into each phial was taken from the 
ſame maſs. Theſe phials were then expoſed to a 
heat very near that of the human body. At the 
end of a few days, air · bubl es could be diſcovered 
on the ſurface of the water contained in all the 
Phials. Theſe continued, at times, to ariſe du- 
ring the whole ſpace for which they were kept 
in this ſtate, At the end of twenty days the cal. 
culi were taken out. That which was in the 
diſtilled rain-water had loſt two grains of its 
weight ; and, after. rubbing off from it a thin 
mucous, coat, upon being touched, it tinged the 
* fingers with a white colour; ſmall pieces could, 
at the ſame time, be eaſily broken off from it. 
The ſtone, which was in the undiſtilled water, had 
Joſt three grains of its weight. Every other circum- 
| ſtance attending it was the ſame as before obſer- 
ved with regard to the laſt, That which was in the 
well. water impregnated with clay had loſt fix 


n ; 
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grains, with the ſame appearance as the two for- 
mer. That in the pure well-water had loſt ſeven 
grains, and was in the ſame ſtate with the others, 
except, that its covering was of a gummy, rather 
than of a mucous conſiſtence. And, laſtly, That 
which had been in the rain · water, impregnated 
with ſoluble tartar, after the removal of its mu- 
cous covering, which weighed half a grain, was 


found to have Joſt eight grains. Our author 
farther obſerves, that all theſe waters, a few days 


alter the ſtones were taken out of them, depoſi- 
ted ſediments, but with different appearances. 
Still ffarther to. determine the reſpective dif- 
ſerences of theſe waters, in diſſolving calculi, tlie 
ſame ſtones were again put into waters of the ſame 
kind, and in the fame manner, That which had 
before loſt eight grains, was now reduced to one 
grain. Thole put into the two different kinds of 


vell-waters, and into the undiſtilled rain- water, 


loſt each four grains more. And , laſtly, That in 
the diſtilled rain-water ſuffered a diminution of 
one grain only, From theſe experiments, then, 


the author concludes, that. the POWer \ which wa- 


ters poſſeſs of diſſolving calcul depends upon 
ſome Na 3 and that this power is va- 
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ried in different waters, from differences in the 


ſubſtances with which they are impregnated. 


„ The author, next, endeavours to determine 


the comparative power of diſſolving calculi, ob. 
tained by different impregnations; and, from a 
ſet of experiments, made with this view, he 


found, that ſoluble tartar is more effectual in ren. 
dering water capable of diſſolving calculi than 


Glauber's Salt, Sea Salt, Nitre, Sal Ammonia, 
Alum, or Regenerated Tartar, - 


ern 
"or Planci Ariminenſis Epiſtola de U rina heit. 
Vid. De Bononienſi Scientiarum et Artiun 


: SFr atque Academia Commentarii, Tomi 
ame Pars Fm, 4to, Bonon. 


THE author of this letter gives an account 
of a man, who, for eight or ten days before 


| his death, voided urine with a ſediment reſem- | 
bling Pruſſian blue. This patient was about 
fixty years of age, and of a ſtrong conſtitution; 
but he had for two years laboured under a dyſu- 
| ria, This, however, had been leſſened by dilu- 


ents, 
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ents and demulcents. A few days before his | 
death, being much depreſſed with grief, he was 
attacked with a fever, attended with great dry- 
neſs of his tongue and fauces, probably in conſe- 
quence of his refuſing to drink ſufficiently. It 
was not, however, accompanied with any conſi- 
derable heat, or great alteration in his pulſe, Af- 
ter the third day of this fever, he began to diſ- 
charge urine with a blue ſediment, Our au- 
thor collected it for three mornings, evaporated 
it by the heat of the ſun, and found it greatly to 
refemble the Pruſſian blue. For the three ſucceed- 
ing days, the whole urine diſcharged during the 
night, at which time the blue ſediment had before 
principally appeared, became of a greeniſh co- 
lour, and acquired a ſmell, much reſembling that 

of ſpirit of Sal Ammoniac. From this urine, upon 
being filtrated, a powder was obtained reſem- © 
bling verdegris. For the three laſt days before 
death, the urine could no longer be collected, 5 
as it was conltantly diſcharged in drops; but, 
during this time, it continued to tinge the lin- 
nens of a blue colour. He then died, being at 


length worn out by continued en * ö 
food ah mechehes-! | 
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1750, M E Do 1 C AL 
Upon examining his body the day after, the 


back part appeared very livid, and, on the fore 


part, were many puſtules, reſembling the erup- 
tion in the gutta. roſacea. Theſe puſtules had 
begun to appear a few days before his death, 
The bladder was much thickened, and had nu- 
merous plicae refembling thoſe of the ſtomach, 

The ſphincter of the bladder was much con- 
traced ; but the ureters were ſo much dilated, as 
to be about the fize of the inteſtines of a lamb. 


A portion of urine was contained in the bladder; 


but it had not the blue ſediment. The kidneys 
were flaccid, but ſound, and; had no appearance 


| of any blue tinge, ; The ten ker ſtomach, an d 
lungs, were gangrenous. 


Whilſt this cafe was the fubje& of converſa- 
tion, a woman, aged about ſixty, came to the 
author, and gave him an account of ſomething 
ſimilar having happened to herſelf. She inform- 
ed him, that, about twenty years before, ſhe had 
laboured under hyſteric ſymptoms, which ſhe 
aſcribed to a deficiency of her menſes. For the 
removal of theſe complaints, ſhe took ſome me- 
dicated broths; and, when ſhe was coſtive, a 
{mall pill leſs than a pea. But, from this pill, a 
violent purging came on, which was ſucceeded 

Te 8 


/ 
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by a diſcharge of urine with a blue ſediment, 
This ſediment adhered ſo ſtrongly to the ſides of 
the veſſel in which rhe urine was contained, that 
t was with great difficulty removed from thence, 


pearance in her urine ceaſed. It deſerves to be 
remarked, that, in this caſe, as well as the for- 
mer, it was not the urine itſelf, but the ſediment 
only, which had a blue colour, 


After narrating theſe two caſes, our author ob- 
ſerves, that Actuarius, one of the laſt Greek phy- 
ſieians, gives an inſtance of blue urine in a boy, 
trom taking a bitter pill, intended for another 
patient. In that caſe, the urine was firſt black 
and then blue; but ſoon after, it reſumed its na- 
tural colour without any inconvenience. ' Actu- 
arius alledges, that ſuch urine is not a dangerous 


that can occur in it. Our author, however, 
thinks it probable, that Actuarius had never 


this one only. He concludes, therefore, that he 


from the Galenical doctrine of humours. 


After three or four days continuance, this ap- 
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ſymptom, if it proceed from any medicine; but 
that, in all other caſes, a blue colour in urine is 
next to a black one, the moſt fatal appearance 


ſeen any other caſe of blue urine, as he mentions 


had tormed his prognoſis concerning it entirely 
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Our author concludes this letter, by W i 
as a ſuppoſition, that the pills taken by the dd 
woman, and by Aquarius? s boy, might have been 
compoſed of colocynth. In proof of which, he ob. 
ſerves, that this medicine is not only bitter, but 
is likewiſe a ſtrong purgative. He ſeems alſo to 
think, that his patient might have taken ſome 
| ſuch. medicine, Rane be: would not ſcorer 
Ms 
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Guſman Galeatii en de Curtice Per. 


Vid. De Bononienſi Scientiarum et Artiun 
Gy ws tuto atque Academia dea ce Tomi 


"I Pars ſecunda, . Donsn. role ba 

ale de 

HE intention 125 this diſſertation 3 is, to cor - bl 

rect ſome particulars obſerved by the cele- Ml . 

brated Torti, reſpecting the uſe of Peruvian bark WM ir 

in the cure of intermittent fevers, which our au- Wl rc 
thor. thinks are contradicted by experience. He 

ſets out with obſerving, that the enumeration of 90 


the ſpecies of fevers, which is given by Torti, is te 
incomplete. T 0 "_ yOu” he an, one Wl ;; 
3 - ſhould K 
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hould be added, which i is weceſlarily attended 
vith aſthma, and which may be removed allo by 


the uſe of bark. 8 


The nature and cure e of this fever he illuſtrates 
with two caſes. The firſt is the caſe of a man 


with an acute continued ſever, attended with 
orthopnoca, ſtertor, and cough, This fever, about 


toms being always more mild in the morning, 
and ſuffering an exacerbation in the afternoon, 
With a view to remove it, the patient had been 
blooded three times, and had taken emollients 


ud attenuants; but without any relief. He was 
den ordered to take eight drams of Peruvian 


bark every day; but he had ſcarce taken it two 
days before he expectorated a large quantity of 
bloody bilious matter, by which his ſymptoms 
were greatly relieved; and, in a few days longer, 
trom the continuance of the bark, he was reſto- 
red to perfect health. 


0 ty, who had been ſeized with a tertian intermit- 
S Wl tent fever, in the ſpring, from which ſhe was 
p freed by the uſe of Peruvian bark. But, forſa- 


king the remedy too ſoon, and returning to work, 


in 


about ſeventy years, of age, who was at:acked 


2 — — —_— 
* - — — — 
— — 


the ſeventh day, manifeſtly remitted, the ſymp- 
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The ſecond caſe is that of 2 a woman, aged Fd 
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in the enſuing autumn, ſhe was attacked with; 


greatly reſembled pus. Veneſection, emoll. 


rants. She had ſcarce taken an ounce of thi 
medicine, before the difficulty of breathing was 
ſo far removed, that ſhe could lie in any poſture 
with eaſe the fever and cough were leflened, 
and the expectoration altered much for the bet- 
ter. After continuing this courſe for abou 
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ſtrength perfec recovered. 


ders, are thoſe accompanied with lethargy. In 


ruvian be has been no leſs ſucceſsful than of 


”_ 


ſevere cough; and difficulty of breathing. With 
theſe complaints, ſhe could lie only on one ſide, 
They were, at the ſame time, attended with z 
flow continued fever, which ſuffered EXaCerhg. 
tions towards night. Her expectoration was in 
ſmall quantities, of a very thick conſiſtence, and 


ents, and expectorants, gave her no relief. And, 
as great proſtration of ſtrength and emaciation 
ſaperveened, a phthiſis was apprehended. I 
cheſe circumſtances, Galeatius ordered this 2 
tient two drams of Peruvian bark every day, 
continuing, at the ſame time, proper exped- 


a fortnight, her fever was quite gone, and her 


The next ſpecies of fevers, our anchor; conk- 
the cure of theſe, he obſerves, that the uſe of Pe- 


ſuch 
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ſuch as are accompanied with aſthma. On this 
ſubje& alſo he preſents us with two caſes, 


The firſt is the caſe of a prieſt, about eighty 
years of age, who was ſuddenly ſeized with ſtu- 
por, reſembling apoplexy, and remained a whole 
day without ſenſe or motion. Theſe ſymptoms 
were at the ſame time accompanied with fever. 
By the aſſiſtance of blood-letting, and other re- 
medies, he recovered, and continued well for about 
twenty-four hours. But he was again ſeized in the 
ſame manner as before with a ſecond attack of the 
fever and other ſymptoms. From this ſecond re- 
miſſion, our author concluded his patient's diſeaſe 
to be a lethargic tertian. He therefore ordered 
him an ounce of Peruvian bark, which prevented 
the return of the lethargy, and greatly moderated 
the fever. Soon after, it was entirely removed. 


The ſecond caſe is that of a man, about thirty 
years of age, who had removed a tertian intermit- 
ut tent by the Peruvian bark, and a ſuperveening ; 
jaundice by other remedies. But he was ſoon 
after ſuddenly ſeized with loſs of ſpeech and ſenſe, 

attended with violent cries and convulſive motions, 
In this condition, he remained above twenty hours, 

notwithſtanding the uſe of the lancet, cupping, 


friction, and other * At length, how- 


ever, 
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ever, he very unexpectedly opened his eyes, bega 
to ſpeak, and move, and willingly dran ſometling, 
which before had been offered him in vain. And, 
although his fever {till remained, it was now by 
come much milder. But, after fix hours, it again 
encreaſed with a return of the former ſymptoms. 
The remedies which were before employed for his 
relief being again tried in vain, the uſe of Peru. 
vian bark was determined on. Half an ounce of 
it, therefore, in fine powder, was immediately gi. 
ven him. And, although he vomited a confider- 
able part of it, yet enough was | retained to pro- 
cure a remiſſion. of his ſymptoms. . By. the re. 
peated uſe of i it, he was ſoon ae reſtored to 17 
fect health. 
Another garde mentioned by our author, 
in oppoſition to the opinion of Torti, is, that the 
activity of the Peruvian bark in the cure of feven, 
may, in ſome caſes, be encreaſed from combining 
it with other medicines. He obſerves, that ſever 
_ caſes of cholera morbus and dyſentery had oc: 
curred to him, which confirm this opinion. 0 
| theſe, he here preſents us with two caſes by vj 
of example, in which the Peruvian bark failel 
| when given alone; but ſucceeded, whe: in 


ed wen caſcarilla, 5 
"The 
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The firlt was the caſe of an * man afflicted 
with dyſentery, and a flow remittent fever. Af. 
ter many other remedies had failed, he took two 
drams of Peruvlan bark for ſeveral days, with- 
out any other effect except a ſmall diminution of 
his fever. But afterwards, he was ſoon entirely 
cured by the daily uſe of one dram of Peruvian 
bark combined with a ſcruple of caſcarilla, 


The ſecond | is the caſe of an old woman, wh, 
notwithſtanding the uſe of Peruvian bark, was 
ſubje& to frequent returns of a tertian fever. She 
was at length ſeized with vomiting, ſucceeded by 
diarrhoea, both which were removed in a few days, 
by the Peruvian bark combined with caſcarilla. 
After this time ſhe ſuffered no relapſe. | 
As a farther confirmation of the advantages to 
be derived from combining Peruvian bark with 
caſcarilla, the author mentions the caſe of a 
young knight, who employed it for the cure of a 
tertian, under which he laboured. It purged 
and ſweated him violently, without relieving his 
diſeaſe, But, upon the addition of the caſcarilla, 
he was ſoon perfectly cured of his fever, by 
means of it, without either purging or . 


ing. fy : . 5 | 
Vor. I. | | | M | e The 


3 32 
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The author further ori to confirm the 
propriety' of exhibiting other medicines with Pe. 
ruvian bark, in ſome caſes, from the authorities 
of Albertinus, Mangetus, : and Doleus. He like. 
wiſe differs from Torti, 1 in bis aſſertion that two 
ounces of Peruvian bark are capable of removing 
any fever in which it can be of ſervice. On the 
contrary, he affirms, that he has frequently found 
it neceſſary to - th it from five Ounces toa Pound 
with ſucceſs. 


— 
* cn - 
_ 
— 


2 T 
. 4 


18 
* 


4 YOu 
h IX | 
* 4 114 
1 


Cajetani Tacconii Opuſculum de Rachitide, 
Vid. De Bononienſi Scientiarum et Artium In 
Atituto atque Academia Cummentarii. Tomi 
Quinti Pars ſecunda, 4to, Bonon. 


N this diſſertation, the author ſets out with a 
particular hiſtory of the caſe of a woman af. 
flicted with the rickets, in which very uncom- 
mon appearances occurred. When about three 
years of age, ſhe began to be diſtorted in her tho- 
rax both before and behind. In a ſhort time af- 
ter, not only the ſpine and ribs, but alſo the bones 
of 
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ol the arms were much bent; About the ſeventh 
year of her age, to theſe diſtortions were ſuperad- 
ded weakneſs, torpor, inactivity, and every other 
ſymptom of true rachitis. She lived, however, 
during a continual encreaſe of theſe complaints, 
till the forty ſeventh year of her age, But then, 
being worn out with Peng and other afflitions, the 
died. 5 | 


pes opening her after Malk a very great tu- 
mour preſented itſelf in the abdomen: It was of a 


white colour, and felt fomewhat rough. By its 


conſiderable part of the thorax, Part of the in- 
teſtines were forced into the pelvis, and part with 


the tomach, ſpleen, and liver into the thorax. The 
liver was puſhed up as far even as the clavicles, 
This tumour was covered with a fine thin membrane, 
which proceeded from the lumbar vertebrae, and 
was thicker and ſofter about the kidney than at a- 


veſſels. This tumour, at firſt ſight, appeared to 
be a ſchirrus ; ; and, as it ſeemed to be divided by 
four furrows, i it was concluded, that it conſiſted of 


the part which firſt preſented itſelf at the navel, it 
was found that a knife could not penetrate it. A 
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bulk, it filled not only the abdomen, but alſo a 


ny other place. There alſo it was full of varicous 


four different parts. Upon endeavouring to cut into 


Mz Fo ſaw, 
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ſaw, . Tt employed, as it was i 
to be of a bony conſiſtence. This was found to be 

really the caſe, and, when it was opened, it exhi. do 
bited a cavity reſembling that of a human ſkul, 
This cavity contained about a pound and a half of N v 
a viſcid fluid. The inner, as was all the outer 
fide of this tumour, was lined by a membrane, 

Oppaſite to the navel, when it was firſt opened, 
i the bone was about the thickneſs of a finger 
breadth. But towards its baſe, at the loins, i 


was of the thickneſs of two fingers breadth and 
a half. Where it had the appearance of bone, it 


was of a ſpongy texture. But as it extended up- 
wards to the diaphragm, it became gradually ſof. 
ter, and ſcemed, at laſt, to be of a ſchirrous na- 
ture, From attentively conſidering its origin, it 
appeared to be a tumour of the myſentery. 
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The ſecond tumour much reſembled the former; 
but it was ſchirrous only, and had no where aſſu- 
med the conſiſtence of bone. It was joined to the 
other about the right hypochondrium, and occu- 
pied the ſeat of the liver and ſtomach. As well 
as the former, it likewiſe formed a cavity contain- 
ing upwards of two pounds of fluid. Its cortical 
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The third tumour was alſo of a ſchirrous na- 
ture. It was leſs than the former, and united fo 
cloſely to the left kidney, that they could not be 
ſeparated without great difficulty. This kidney 
was at the ſame time diminiſhed to half the ſize 
of the right one. 


The fourth tumour was of the ſame nature as. 


the two former. It was almoſt totally fituated in 
the thorax, and was joined to the oa part of 
the great bonny one. 


The length of theſe four tumours, taken altofe- 
ther, was thirty-four inches; their depth twenty= 
four inches; and the weight ye the whole was is 
thirty-two pounds. | 


The author thinks 74 needleſs to give any ac- 
count of the carious ribs and vertebrae, and o- 
ther morbid appearances common in the rickets, 
which were alſo to be met with in this caſe. He 
next proceeds, therefore, to conſider the cauſe | 
ot the rickets; and, on this ſubject, he adopts 
the opinion of Boerhaave, who thought that our 
aliment, part of which is of an aſceſſent nature, is 
not fit for the purpoſes of nutrition and growth, 
till it has acquired an alkaline tendency. To this 
opinion, he more readily aſſents,: as it ſeems to a- 
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gree with the experiments of Ruyſch, who, found 
that alkalines preſerved the hardneſs and ſolidity 
of the bones, but that acids rendered them more 
ſoft and flexible. Since, therefore, the rickets 
proceed from weakneſs of the bones, and laxity 
of the ligaments, giving riſe to diſtortions, he 
thinks 1 it evident that this diſeaſe mult be aſcri- 


bed to acidity} in thoſ; humours which nouriſn the 


4 next e that 1 it will not t bet improper 
to inquire 1 in What manner the bones are nouriſh. 
ed. He totally denies that they receive their 
nouriſhment through bonny canals, unleſs it may 
be allowed, that ſomething of this kind takes 
place with children, whoſe bones being ſofter, may 
be nouriſhed differently from thoſe of adults. He 
| farther adds, that he could neyer find any glandu- 
lar ſubſtance, which, as has been aſſerted by ſome, 
could aſſiſt in the nutrition of the bones, Hei is 
of opinion, that the nutrition of the bones is to 
be referred to their membranes alone. In ſup- 
port of this opinion, he adduces the diſſection of 
the leg of a man who died of a fever, ſoon after 
he had recovered from a fracture of the tibia, In 
this caſe, he found that the re-union of the bones 
had been effected by a callus, produced from the 


perioſteum 


o v lO \ 


column +4 gary "of 


roſteum, and that the fractured ends remain- 
ed perfectly diſtinct. | 


The author next enumerates erat phacno- 
mena, which he has obſerved with reſpect to the 
bones of rickety patients, He informs us, firſt, 


that the bones are almoſt always bent, where 
they receive the greateſt number of arteries. 


2dly, That theſe arteries dilate when they enter 
the bones, and are again conſtricted immediately 
after they have entered them. gdly, That the 
holes and cells in the concave part of the bones 
are filled with blood. 4thly, That theſe cells are 


in general deprived of perioſteum; but, where a- 
ny can be found, it is obſerved in an ulcerated 


ſtate, And, laſtly, That the convex part of the 


bones is in no degree altered from its natural | 


ſhape, except in being bent. 


In the concluſion of this paper, we are e pre- 


ſented with ſome obſervations on the cure of the 
rickets. Here, our author, in general, approves 


of the medicines which have been commonly pre- 
ſeribed. But he objects to the ordinary method 


of applying emollients, corroborants, and ſup- 
ports to the affected bones. He adviſes, that 


corroborants and ſupports ſhould be applied to 
the concave part of the bones, as being princi- 
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Nel . but that 8 Ore be 
applied to the convex part, as he conſiders them 
to be preternaturally hardened. EE Ee. 


x, 


Johannis Babtiſtae Gaber De Humoribus Animas 
libũs Specimen tertium. Vid. Melanges de Phi. 0 
loſophie et de Mathematique de la Sociẽtẽé 1 25 je 

de Turin. Tom. 3, 4t0, Turin, 


| | . th. 
R (ABER, who had | before written two dif- th. 
ſertations concerning animal fluids, here Ti 


_ preſents us with a third upon the ſame ſubject. In la 
the proſecution of his experiments on the ſponta- 
neous changes of theſe fluids, he was induced to 

employ them in ſeveral ſtates, in which they natu- 


rally appear. Accordingly, the experiments here 
related, were made on that part of the blood 


which is commonly called the membrane of n 
Ruyſch, on the flocculi afforded by blood diſ- 
charged from a vein into warm water, on the 
< fibrous baſe of the craſſamentum, and on the ef: 
ſctial ſalt of the blood, 


N 7 
3 


found nearly equal. The firſt, by digeſtion in 


at had all the properties of an aqueous fluid, 


The tender conſiſtence which it acquires in the 
maining in its pores. The acid, however, reſtores 


tracting both alkali and water. | 


This, he found, could not be diflolved by water, 


ludes, that this ſabulous matter does not conſiſt 


part 


By the help of cold, he ſeparated the coagu- 
able and aqueous parts of the ſerum. Theſe he 


cloſe veſſels, exhibited a purulent ſediment, ſur- 
counded by a very ſmall quantity of water, The 


The pleuritic cruſt of the blood, diflolved by 
volatile alkali, was reſtored to its natural ſtate by 
the addition of nitrous acid. But it was reduced 
to a gelly only, by the admixture of water. From 
this, our author concludes, that, by ſolution with 
the alkali, it does not aſſume the nature of a bbs, ; 


laſt caſe, he aſcribes to a part of the water ſtill re- 
it to its proper conſiſtence, as it is capable of at- 10 


The next experiments he made were with 
that fabulous matter which the purulent ſedi- 
ment of the ſerum, in proceſs of time, depoſites. 


ſpirit of wine, or diſtilled vinegar ; but it was 3 


readily and perfectly diſſolved by the acid of nitre 
and volatile alkali. From theſe trials, he con- 


ther of ſaline particles, or of the coagulable E 
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in chemical properties, with the fabulous matter 


From this, our author concludes with Sauvages, 
De Haen, and Queſnay, that this cruſt, although 


it was found to poſſeſs the ſame chemical pro- 
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part of the blood; and that it differs ar biliary 


and urinary calculi, and fm gory act 
concretions. 


The pleuritic craft of the blood, when ka 
for along time, was melted down into a turbid 
fluid, which yielded a ſediment, agreeing exadl, 
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employed in the experiments mentioned above, 


very diſſimilar in appearance, is the fame vith 
the coagulable part of the ſerum, 


When, by repeated lotions, the red part Was 
waſhed away from the craſſamentum of the blood, 
what remained had preciſely the fame appear- 
ance as the pleuritic cruſt. And, upon trial 


with Alcohol, Mineral Acids, and Volatile Alkali 


perties. Hence he concludes, that theſe two 
ſubſtances are in reality the ſame; and, upon 


this foundation, he explains many Präenömki 


which have been obſerved with b 70 & t to the 
pleuritic cruſt. 


The craſſamentum of 5 blood, 1 


was hardened by acids and alcohol ; but it was 
not 


Ot 
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Caber concludes, that the: red globules prevent 


the action of volatile: alkali; upon the coagulable 
Imp. | 


Blood flowing from a yein into water forms: 


focculi; Theſe Mr Gaber found to be of preciſe- 
y the ſame nature with the pleuritic eruſt of the 
blood; and the coagulable part of the ſerum. He 
farther found, that the coagula formed by ſſia - 
king blood, which, in general, paſs by the name of 


membrana Ruyſchiana, were likewiſe of the ſame 
nature. Hence he deduces the reaſon why blood 
on agitation gives no pleuritic cruſt ; the matter of 


which it ſhopld be formed being there ! 
into the membrana Ruyſchiana, 


He next proceeds to account for the miſtakes 
of ſome authors, who have repreſented theſe coa- 


gula as ſoluble in ſpirit of wine. This, he thinks, 


muſt have happened, either from their uſing a 


weak ſpirit, or carelefsly allowing putrefaction to 
come on. With reſpect to the action of fixed al. 
kalines on theſe coagula, he found, that oleum tar- 
tari per deliquium hardened them as much as ſpi- 


rit of wine; and that this hardneſs remained, al- 
though wu were ſubjected to e 
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not diſſalved' by volatile alkali, From this Mr 
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It haz long itn a ſubject of diſpute, whether 
fixed. and volatile aikahes be of a ſeptic or 
antiſeptic nature. This queſtion, our author ima- 
gines, may with certainty be determined from the 
facts above narrated. He points out the fallacy 
of judging. concerning this ſubje& from the o- 
dour emitted. But, as it is the property of putre- 
faction , to melt the ſerum, and to deſtroy; its coa- 
_ gulable nature, he imagines, that, upon this ground, 
the queſtion may be determined. The influence 
of the fixed. alkali in hardening the coagulable 
| lymph puts, he thinks, its antiſeptic nature be. 
yond all doubt. He is of opinion, that volatile 
alkali is likewiſe antiſeptic. For, although it does 
diſſolve the coagulable part of the blood ; yet the 
diſpoſition to coagulate i 18 evidently not loſt, but 
is recoverable VP, the abſtraion of the alk. 
li. bY 

He next n to 1 the addon 
of quick. lime upon the inflammatory cruſt of the 
blood, and other coagula of the ſame nature. He 
found that it quickly reduced them to a ſtate of 

gelly, and afterwards perfectly diſſolved them. 


But, upon the addition of aqua fortis, they were 


again reſtored to their former conſiſtence and co- 


lour. 
The 
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The author next vive us an account of Witte 
trials which he made, with a view of obtaining 
the eſſential falt of the blood. This he firſt at- 
tempted, by ſeparating the watery from the coa- 
gulable part, in conſequence of congelation ; and 


afterwards the faline from the watery, by means of 
fire. But, in this way, he could obtain no ſalt. 


He then put a quantity of ſerum into boiling wa- 
ter, which turned the whole to a milky colour. 


The watery part, in this caſe, obtained by ſtraining 
through paper, acquired, upon evaporation, a ve- 


ry falt taſte; but, when it was allowed to cool, 
no cryſtals could be found in it. From this, Mr 
Gaber concludes, that the native ſalt of the human 
blood never cryſtallizes without great difficulty. 


This paper is concluded with ſome experiments 
on animals killed by heat and inanition. By ma- 


ny, it has been imagined, that, in ſuch caſes, ani- 
mals die in conſequence of putrefaction. The au- 
thor's view was to determine this queſtion. 


Three rabits were killed by being kept for tive. 
ral hours in a degree of heat, from ninety-eight 


to a hundred, in Fahrenheit's thermometer. Up- 


on examination, their lungs were found inflamed; 
but no foetor or any other mark of putrefaction 
could be diſcovered ; : nor did | their blood or bile 
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199 n 
efferveſce upon the addition of acids. From this, 
our author concludes, that thoſe who, in ſuch caſe, 
have found marks of putrefaction had left tho 
bodies in the heat, in which they were Killed, 


for ſome hours after death. 


Arabit, after being kept twenty-one l With. 
out meat, died from hunger. Upon examination, 
no ſigns of putrefaction could be diſcovered; nor 
did its fluids ſhew any efferveſcence upon the ad. 
dition of acids. Mr Gaber obſerves, however, 
that authors, of undoubted credit, have aflerted 4 
contrary reſult from ſimilar experiments. This, 
he imagines, may be accounted for, from theit 
experiments being made on carnivorous animals, 
Or, he thinks, it may be aſcribed to the animal 
they employed being expoſed to cauſes of putre- 
faction, previous to their experiments, 
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Account of an extraordinary ſteatomatous Tumour. 
in the Abdomen of a Woman, by P. Hanly, 
M. D. Vid. Philoſophical a Sek] Pol. 
61. 4to, London. 


woman of a healthy conſtitution, in the 
 thirty-ſixth year of her age, and fifth 
month of her pregnancy, became ſenſible of an 
uncommon lump in the region of her ſtomach, 

which felt to be about the fize of a hen's egg. It 
gare her little pain or uneaſineſs of any kind for 
ſome time after ſhe perceived it; but, towards 
the end of her pregnancy, ſhe bei much e- 
maciated, and was frequently troubled with reach- 
ings and vomiting. On the 23d of May, 1770, 
ſhe was delivered of a ſtrong healthy child. Three 
days after this, the tumour being much encreaſed 
in ſize, and the reachings becoming more violent, 
lhe ſent for Dr Hanly. Upon examining her ab- 


and peritoneum, extending obliquely from the 
ſtomach towards the n umbilical region, He 
os could 


domen, he felt a large tumour under the muſcles 
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could plainly diſtin;zuiſh on its ſurface firm pr. 
tuberances, of difterent dimenſions, which ſeen, 
ed to reſemble the head and ſuperior extremiti 
of a foetus. It readily admitted of motion fron 
ſide to ſide; but every attempt to move it down. 
wards was reſiſted, and nn N 
| uncaſineſs to the woman. 


The weaknefs of this patient, od the uncer. 
tainty with regard to the nature of the tumour, 
induced the Doctor to delay giving any deobſtry. 
ent medicines till her ſtrength ſhould be recruit 
ed. Meanwhile, with a view to obviate ſymp⸗ 
toms, he put her upon a courſe of bitters and 
abſorbents, and enjoined her not to ſuckle her 
child. The woman's, poverty not admitting of 
her compliance with the latter part of the advice, 
ſhe ſoon became very greatly exhauſted, and 
was, in a fortnight after delivery, ſeized with: 
hectic 3 attended by the uſual ſymptoms of 
atrophia ; ſmall quick: pulſe ; loſs of appetite; and 
night-ſweats. In the mean time, the tumour 
continued to increaſe in fize. Dr Hanly'then 
carried along with him ten other phyſicians, ſurs 
geons, and accoucheurs, to examine it. They 
were all of opinion, that it was an extra- uterine 
foctus, the head, trunk, and extremities of which 
| they 
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they imagined, they could diſtinctly feel. They 


determined, however, to leave the event to na- 
ture, rather than to perform the Caeſarean o- 
peration, which they were convinced the woman 
nad not ſtrength enough to undergo. 

In this condition ſhe continued to languiſh un- 
der acute pain, and an encreaſe of heQic ſymp- 
toms, till about the end of July. A fluQuation 


of water was then perceived in her belly, and ſoon | 


after, her legs became oedematous. From this 


time opiates were frequently employed, and pro- 


cured her a temporary relief; but the - tumour, 


weakneſs, and other ſymptoms, daily encreaſing, 


ſhe died on the ſecond. day of September. 
Upon diſſection, there was found in the cavity 

of the abdomen, a tumour, about ſeven inches in 

length; near five in breadth, from the ſternum 


towards the ſpine; and about three in thickneſs. 


t adhered above to the anterior part of the ſto- 


mach, and below, to the right ovarium. It 


greatly compreſſed the colon, anterior lobe of the 


liver, and ſmall inteſtines, the greateſt part of 


which it had forced over. to the left fide. It was 
of the ſteatomatous kind, and about the conſiſt- 
ence of ns but harder before than behind. 
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It An to be -Givided by thin FOO EI It 
| to cells, diſtended with a fatty matter, of differ. 
| ent degrees of hardneſs, It weighed fſeyey 
pounds, and was of an trregular figure, full af 

prominences of various dimenſions. From it 

fatty cellular appearance, Dr Hanly conſidered i 

to be a production and diſtenſion of part of the 

omentums 


XII. 


Experiments on Putręfaction; by F. L. F. Cri, Wl 
M. D. Profeſſor of Chemiſtry at Brunſavicl. | 
Vid. Philoſophical wann, Vol. 61. #0 | 
London, | | 


KCan1a, ſetsout with obſerving, that, from 
me ingenious labours of Sir John Pringle, 
Mr Gaber, and Dr M Bride, much knowledge 
has of late been acquired concerning putrefac- 


tion. He conſiders it, however, as a ſubje 
which; as yet, is by no means exhauſted. And 
| here he preſents us with (ſeveral experiments, 
rom which he deduces „ y in ſome re- 
ſpect 
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ſpects different from the opinions of the two 
gentleman laſt mentioned; 


Mr Gaber allows that a volatile Alkali 18 pro 
duced by puttefaction; but, as he could not 


diſcover it in the beginning or the end of the 


proceſs; he denies its exiſtence in theſe ſtates z 
| and concludes; that it is not a neceſſary product 
of puttefaction: From the ſmell conſtantly e- 


mitted by putrid matter, Dr Crell was inclined. 
tobe of a different opinion. This queſtion; there- 
fore, he endeavoured to aſcertaiti by experiment. 


With this view, he preſents us with the _ 
lar detail of two experiments, from which 


appears; that a volatile alkali is preſent as 
long at leaft as 'a putrid ſmell continues; and 8 


that it is the baſis of this ſmell. 
If however; it be allowed, that volatile alkali 


is eſſential to putrefaction, or; at leaſt, is always 
preſent, he is of opinion, that alkalines can never 


be uſed, with the living body; as antiſeptics 3 ON 


the contrary, he alledges, that the moſt power- 


ful remedies which can be employed; with this 
intention; are acids; He obſerves, however, 
that Dr Me Bride is of a different opinion, in ſup- 
port of which he has adduced the three following 
arguments. /, That acids, when. applied un- 


N 2 changed 


— —— 2 
— I. 3 8 I 2 A = 


— -»$----- 


* , — 5 2 ro 2 —— > —_— - ACE hon M — ; he 8 | 
- 0 5 ; LE OY — I a+ KKK ns es 

= 8 . >, = - — 4 . — * 2 3 — r = 8 x 2 7 — 7 p 

. Pg _ 5 —— 3 n \ * * n "of 2-7 Is . _ 
"2:44 - = — — r F PP: = at <7 1 5 —_— — 7 9s 4 . red, -_ 
1 . hs 4 3 ; 2 _— l 
r n „ — 

x 2 


< . 
WT IE 


—— — 4 — 


ec 


Lot” «VEG. 


— — p — 
— * 


r 


7 — 2 — 2 


* 
ye 
15 4 
N ' a: 
e 
. 
1," 
4-28 
[ hn 
1 
= 
Wi 
1 
„ 
1 
1 
+= 
* 
| oY 
Wa *- 
& 
"i 
i - 
2.0 
AP 
> 
8 
= + 
PI * 
* K. 
56 
EY 
13 
1 
Vi 
1 
2 
LIE 
F "48H 
1 
IE 
My F* 2.509 
» 
fy ik 
E 4,0 
k A 4 * 
1 ; 
ae 
"SE 
* LE 4 £3 
* p. 
4 5 
TRE 
+ 2 
5 „ 
7 vi 
„ SY 
; "as 
. 8 * 
* 5 oo 
oO » 
H 17 
N 
W 4 65 
09 
” l F 
 _ 
* 11 
— 1 
f } 


_ 3 


P 
_ Ks 


— 


Ph 
- 3 5 8 — 22 WW — — p 7 wwe 
ge - 4 = 2 n 0 9 1 l <= , 3 24 LY 


6 n 
— — * 


And, 340, That in reality they are changed before 


our author replies, that, as metallic ſalts are evi. 


their pernicious effect, he alledges, that the ex. 
periments upon which Dr M“ Bride founds this 
opinion, will by no means apply to the living 


ferveſce with alkalines, may, notwithſtanding, 


that, in putrid diſeaſes, their uſe is of great con- 
ſequence, and ought never to be omitted. 
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changed to the abſorbent veſſels, will not be ta. 
ken up by them. 2dly, That, if we ſuppoſe them 
to be taken up, they would be highly dangerous. 


they leave the primae Mae. To the firſt of theſe 


dently abſorbed, he does not ſee why the ſame 
may not hold of ſimple acid. With regard to 


body. And, in anſwer to the laſt, he adduces 
an experiment to prove, that acids, although ſo 
far changed in the elementary canal, as not to ef. 


check putrefaction. He concludes, therefore, 
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XIII. 


r 


OR the work now before us, we are indebt- 
F ed to that eminent naturaliſt Mr Pennant. 
It may be conſidered as a very proper ſequel to 
the Synopſis of Quadrupeds, with which he has 
already favoured the world. The author is far 
from aſſuming to himſelf the entire merit of this 
new arrangement, He offers it, principally as 
an improvement of what had before been done 
upon this ſubject by thoſe celebrated writers, 
Ray and Linnaeus. In the preface we are pre- 
ſented with an explanation of the terms uſed in 
ornithology, to which are fubjoined ſome obſer- 
vations on the flight, nuprials, nidification, and 
eggs of birds. 


After this preface; we are preſented aith a 
table of Mr Pennant's arrangement. To his own 
orders and genera are annexed the correſpondent 
ones in the Syſtema Naturae of Linnaeus. 


He follows Ray in claſſing all birds under the 
two great diviſions of Land and Water-fowl. 
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In his ſubdiviſion of theſe claſſes into orders, hg 
pretty nearly follows Linnaeus,” The Aiden of 
land-birds comprehends ſix orders; four of which 
are taken from Linnaevs, two are new orders, 
Theſe are the Columbine, comprehending one 
genus, taken from the Paſſeres of Linnaeus ; and 
the Struthious, comprehending two genera; the 
one taken from the Gallinae, the other from the 


Grallae of Linnacus, Of the water-birds, he 


forms three orders. 1. The Cloven-footed, 
which, except the Pratincole, all belong to the 
Gratlae of Linnaeus, 2, Thoſe with pinnated | 


feet, taken from the Anſeres and Grallae, 


3. The Web-footed, taken Toure the fame or: 
ders. 


Each of the nine orders comprehended under 
the two general diviſions, is next conſidered ſe- 


parately. In doing this, he does not give any 


character af the order, but proceeds immediate) 
to treat of the genera which it contains. In 8 
dering each genus, he has followed pretty nearly 


the ſame plan. Firſt, he gives the character of the 


genus, then quotes ſome ſtandard plate in which 
a good example of it may be found; and, in geo 
neral, concludes with a ſhort luſtory of it ; men- 


tioning, at the ſame time, the correſpondent ge 


nus 
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nus in Linnaeus, Ray, and Brilon 5 Weder with 
the number of ſpecies it contains. His charac- 


ters of genera are, for the moſt part, taken from 


Linnacus. On ſome occaſions, however, he dif- 
fers from him; but, where he has done fo, rea- 


ſons are aſſigned for it in the preface, Theſe 
reaſons, while they appear ſatisfactory, at the 
ſame time, ſhew the great deference which our 
author entertains for the opinion of the Swediſh 


naturaliſt, 
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Medical Obſervations. 
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1, | 


A Caſe of Epilepſy, with an Account of the Appear- 
» > ances upon Diſſection; by Dr Daniel de la Roche 
Phyficianat Geneva; communicated to Dr Cul 
len. : 


A Girl, when about eight years of age, was 
ſeized with epilepſy. The fits ſucceeded 

each other at intervals of three, fix, or eight WW 
weeks, After it had continued in this way for 
a conſiderable time, ſhe was attacked with a pu- 
trid fever, from which her life was thought to he 
in imminent danger. During the continuanct 
of the fever ſhe had no epilepſy ; nor did any fit 
of it return for twenty-two months after her re- 
| covery from the fever, But, at the end of that 
ee, 0 time, 
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one. Fourteen months after, ſhe was attacked 


recurring at intervals, gradually becoming ſhorter, 
Laſt ſummer, I was called to attend her. The 
its then ſucceeded each other at intervals of about 
ix weeks. The convulſive motions during the 
ſit had always affected the right arm more than 


before I Jaw her, it began to be weakened, and 


attributed this paralytic affection to the atonia 
which the convulſions had left behind them. I 


red by means of tonics and ſtimulants, 


Many phyficians had been conſulted on this caſe, 
and they differed much in their opinions with re- 
card to its cauſe, Some of them aſcribed it 'to 
a diſorder in the hypogaſtric region, others to 


worms, and a third ſet to ſome obſtruction. I 


gave it as my opinion, that the ſeat of the diſeaſe 
vas in the head, and that the remedies were to 
be directed there. Accordingly, I ordered a bli- 
ler to be * to the back part of the head and 


neck. 
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time, ſhe was ſeized with a long and very ſevere 


with a ſecond. Theſe were ſucceeded by others 


any other part of the body, About two years 


at laſt ſhe loſt entirely the power of it. To the 
feel, it was conſiderably colder than the left. 1 


thought, therefore, that, if the primary diſeaſe 
could be removed, this palſy might eaſily be cu- 
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neck. This was done at the ſpace of five weeks 
from the time at which ſhe had been attacke 
with the preceeding fit. It ſeemed to have ſome 
effect, as the next fit did not recur till ſeventeen 
days after ĩt had been applied; and was at the 
fame time eſs ſevere than the preceeding one. 
ordered her nothing for three weeks after this, 
Then, however, 1 applied another bliſter, with 
half only of the uſual proportion of cantharidc, 
I ordered, that this bliſter ould be fo large as | 
to cover the whole head, and that it ſhould be 
kept open for three or tag days, This was ac- | 
cordingly done, and it diſcharged plentitully. A 
few days after it was healed, I applied another 
bliſter to the ſame part, which was managed in 
the ſame manner with the preceeding one. This 
method I continued for more than fix weeks. 1 
then determined to abſtain from bliſtering for 
ſome time. But, about ten days after the heal- 
ing of the laſt bliſter, and, after an interval of e 
leven weeks from the time of the preceeding fit, 

ſhe was ſeized with one which ended in death. 


Upon diſſection, I found about twelve ounces | 
of water in her head; part of which was contain- 
ed 1 in the ventricles of the brain, and the reſt in 


Ts 
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bags, formed by a lengthening of the anterior 
yentricles. Theſe bags reached the dura mater, 


with which they were in contagt about an inch a- 
bove the frontal ſinus, Every other part of the 


body was found perfectly in its natural ſtate. It 
may be remarked that this hydrocephalus wat at- 5 


tended with none of thoſe ſymptoms ſo accurate - | 


by enumerated by Dr White. This patient was 
neither affected with headach, vomiting, nor flow 
fever. It may, I think, be a queſtion, Whether 
he hydrocephalus was the cauſe of the epileptic 
its, or merely a concomitant effect? I am in- 


qed to the latter opinion; but I think it pro- 


bable, that the compreſſion it oecaſioned * 
ed the pally hag al e 
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nued to recur from time to time ever ſince. Por 


oltener than once a month. By degrees, howe- 
ver, they became more frequent; of late, they 
have ſeldom left him an interval of twenty-four 
hours; and, in general, in that ſpace of time, he 
bas ſix, eight, ten, or even twelve attacks, Du 


fed, and foams at the mouth; and, upon recover 


The Cafe of a Man affected with an obſtinate F. 

PiSlepſy, conf: derably relieved by the Uſe of the | 
Flowers of Zinc, by Mr Benjamin Bell Sur. 
geon i in n 


man ws 35. ont ten years ago, was 
ſeized with epileptic fits, which have conti. 


ſome time affer the firſt attack, they did not recur 


ring the fit, he 1s altogether inſenſible, is convul- 


ing from it, he is ſo much enfeebled, that he ca fox 


hardly ſpeak. For ſome time, his fits were no ole 
very ſevere ; but as they became more frequent hi 
ſo they became more violent and of longer dura tin 


tion. At length, his memory and judgemenM lent 


; were ſo much impaired, that he could ſcarce all lire 


{ſnd 
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ſwer any one queſtion diſtinctly, which ſtill conti- 
nues to be the caſe. About four years ago, as his 


fits were becoming more ſevere, he was ſeized 


with violent rheumatic pains in his limbs. Theſe 
alter ſome time went off; but they left ſuch weak- 
neſs and feebleneſs of his under extremities, that, 
for theſe three years paſt, he has not been able to- 


get out of bed, without the aſſiſtance of two or : 


| three people. His appetite is good, _ ws 
lar, and pulſe ſeventy-two. 


In this ſituation, I found him, when firſt viſited 


him on the 22d of October 1772. He had be- 
fore that uſed a great variety of medicines, with- 
out any effect. I therefore determined to make 


a trial of the flowers of zinc, which I ordered in 


the following form. B. Hor. zinci gr. xxiv. Ex- 
tract. Gentian. 3 i, M. f. mas. et divid. in pil. xxiv. 
cap. i. . v. He continued to take two pills a-day, 
till the iſt of November. As they produced no 


ſenſible operation, and as his fits continued as vi- 


olent and as frequent as formerly, I ordered that 
his doſe ſhould be doubled. At this doſe, he con- 
tinued till the 12th; his fits, though no leſs” yio- 
lent, were then leſs frequent than before. I de- 
fred, therefore, that he might take three pills in 
the morning, and as many in the evening. On 


the 
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the 2oth, his fits continuing {till leſs frequent; | | 
augmented his doſe to four pills; I did not fee 
him again till the 2gth, during that time; his pill 
by accident, had been intetmitted for two dap, 
upon which his fits became evidently both more 
frequent and more violent, and continued fo for 
ſome days after: As he had never yet found 
any inconvenience from the zinc, I How ordered 
the doſe to be enerenſed to five pills, and repeated 
thrice every day. On the 12th of December, | 
found that he been entirely free from fits fince 
| the ſecondday after he began this large doſe; As 
be found no inconvenience from the zinc, I en: 
creaſed the doſe to fix pills. On the 18th; he | 
fill continued free from any fit, found himſelf 
much more clear and'diſtin& than formerly, and 
was able to give tolcrable anſwets to any queſti 
ans that were ꝓut to him. Ontbe 2 ad, he ſtil 
continued much better, and was able to remem: | 
ber every thing that happened to him. He had 
likewiſe, in a conſiderable degree, recovered the 
uſe af his limbs, in ſo much, that he was able 46 
get out of bed with the aſſiſtance of one perſon | 
only; whereas, formerhy, two or three had been 
. IL then ordered his doſe to be Sm” 
el 
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ed to ſeven pills thrice a-day. On the night of 
December 26th, he had one fit during his fleep; 
but it was ſo Might, that, if he had not been in- 
formed of it by thoſe who attended him, he ſhould 
not have known it. I thenordered his doſe to be 


augmented to cight pills. Notwithſtanding this, 
he had one fit ng the night of the 275th, and 
two during that of the 28th. None of them, 


till! continued to alter for the better. On the 


nued to have one or more fits. On the rſt of 
January 1773, therefore, I ordered his doſe to be 
augmented to ten pills. After this, his fits ſtopt 


augmented to twelve pills, and he continued free 
from fits till the evening of the 24th, when he 
had a pretty ſevere. one. For the five following 
days, he had two or three every night; but his 
memory-and judgement remained unaffected by 
them. 1 ordered him till to continue with the 


nuary to the I 2th of February he had no fits. I 
ten ordered his medicine to be diſcontinued, af- 


mained free from fits, till the 18th, on the night 
| 55 of 


however, were ſevere, and his intellectual facu ties 


nights of the 29th, Zoth, and 31ſt, he ſtill conti - 


again. On the 26th, I ordered his doſe to be 


former doſe of the zinc. From the 29th of Ja- 


ter a trial of upwards of four months. He re- 
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of which he had two pretty elite: ones. After 
this, he had two or three every night till the 2300 


Since that, he has had none, and continues this 
day, March 2. in every reſpe& much better than 
before he began the zinc. I now intend intermit. 
ting the uſe of this remedy, till I ſhall be able to: 
judge, how far the relief he has obtained may 
be reckoned PETER _ 


Il. 


as Account of the bn pon the D Diſccin 
of a Man, who died of a Hyarothorax, in the 
Royal Infirmary, at Edinburgh, from the wn! 
nal of that Hoſpital. 


Man about ſixty years of age, was GE 


into the Royal Infirmary, on the 28th of 
December 1772, with evident ſymptoms of Hy. 
drothorax, and conſiderable anaſarcous {welling 1 
of his legs. Several remedies were tried in vain, 2 
His pulſe became gradually ſmall, weak, and | 
quick; his ſtomach unable to bear either medi · N 
cines or food; and he died about the twelſth day 1 
after his admiſſion. The aPPCANANCES upon di. t. 
ſection were as follows. | t 
Upon removing the integuments of the ab- , 


domen, no water was found in the cavity, 
1200 5 but 
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but ſome of the viſcera were a good deal diſpla · 
ced. The liver deſcended much lower than is 
common, and its attachment to the diaphragm 
could be diſtinctly perceived below the cartilages 
of the ribs. The diaphragm itſelf hung down on 
the right ſide in the form of a bag, and evidently 
appeared to contain a fluid, The other viſcera 
were diſplaced by this deſcent of the liver ; the 
ſtomach particularly was puſhed greatly towards 
the left fide; and its oblique direction ſo much 
encreaſed, that the pylorus lay almoſt oppoſite to 
the navel, Some ſmall glands upon the myſentery 
were found ſchirrous; the other viſcera of the ab- 
domen were in a ſound ſtate. 
Upon laying open the thorax, the lungs were 
found in a natural ſtate on the left ſide, and there 
was no water in the cavity. But the lungs of the 
right ſide were diminiſhed to a very ſmall ' ſize, 
and the cavity was filled with a dirty whitiſh co- 
loured liquor, to the quantity of ſome quarts. 
The pleura of the right fide was much thickened. 
The pericardium was unuſually large, and con- 
tained a conſiderable quantity of a fluid, not of 
the natural appearance of the liquor pericardii; 
but of the ſame dirty whitiſh colour with the wa- 
ter in the cavity of the thorax. , 
Vor. I. 33 3 5 s E O1. 
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6 N the tenth of February laſt, died at Edin- 

' burgh, Dr John Gregory. He was a 

that time Profeſſor of the practice of Phyfic in 

the univerſity of Edinburgh, fellow of the royal 

college of phyſicians there, fellow of the roy 

ſociety at London, and firſt Pies: to his Ma. 
jeſty for Scotland. 


Dr Gregory was born in he. ad of Ma 
1725. His father was profeſſor of medicine 
in King's college Aberdeen; and his grand. 
father was profeſſor of mathematics, firſt at 8. 
Andrews, and afterwards at Edinburgh. Thus 
Dr Gregory was the third profeſſor of his family 

4 4 £22 i in 
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in a lineal deſcent. But it deſerves to be remarked 
as a circumſtance {till more extraordinary, that, 
from his great grandfather, David Gregory, E- 
ſquire, of Kinairdy, in Aberdeen-ſhire, he was the 
fifteenth deſcendant, who had held a profeſſor- 
{ip in a Britiſh univerſity. 


Dr Gregory began the ſtudy of medicine at A- 
berdeen, which he afterwards proſecuted, firſt at 
Edinburgh, then at Leyden, and laſtly at Paris, In. 
the twentieth year of his age, he was elected pro- 
{flor of philoſophy in King's college Aberdeen, 
and had, at the ſame time, the degree of doctor 
of medicine conferred upon him. In the year 
1756, upon the death of his brother Dr James 
Gregory, who had ſucceeded his father as pro- 
feſſor of medicine, he was elected to that chair. 
But, about the beginning of the year 1765, he 
left Aberdeen, and came to Edinburgh. Soon 
after this, he was appointed profeſſor of the 
practice of medicine in the univerſity there, 
in the room of Dr Rutherford, who reſigned n 
bis fayour. The year following, upon the 
death of Dr White, he was nominated firſt 
phyſician to his majeſty for Scotland. Thus, at 
the time of his death, beſides very extenſive 
adliger he enjoyed the higheſt and molt 1 impor- 

Oz „ 
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"7 World, made its appearance m the year 17008 
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tant offices in the way of his profeſſion, which 
could be obtained in his native country. 
Theſe diſtinguiſhing honours were univerſal 
allowed to be the juſt reward of ſingular merit. Of 
this the writings which he publiſhed will bear ample 
teſtimony to future ages. His firſt publication, 
which is entitled, A comparative View of the Stat 
and Faculties of Man with thoſe of the Anina 


This production, while it demonſtrates the 
author to have been a philoſopher, whoſe te. 
flections were juſt and original, at the fan: 
time, diſplays à liberality of ſentiment ſeldom tt 
| be equalled. Such was the avidity with which 
it was read, that, in the ſpace of two years, 1 
went through four editions; and, while it wa 
peruſed by all, with peculiar pleaſure, it was ho 
noured by thoſe diſtinguiſhed for taſte and litera 

ture with high approbation. 


5 In the year 1770, a ſecond work of Dr Gregory's 
made its appearance; but without his conſent 
and even contrary to his inclination. His prel 
minary lectures on the practice of phyſic wen 
heard by his pupils with univerſal ſatisfaction 
From a copy of theſe lectures taken in ſhort hand 
there was publifhed a book entitled, Obſervatia 
en the Duties and Offices of a Phyſician, and ont 
Metba 
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Method of proſecuting Inquiries in philoſophy. Al- 
though theſe lectures were not intended for the 
preſs, and did not paſs thro? the finiſhing hand of 
the author before they were preſented to the pub- 
lic; yet, ſuch was the matter they contained, that, 
had they appeared even in a much worſe dreſs, 
they could have done him no diſcredit. In theſe 
lectures, by the molt forcible arguments, he la- 
boured to convince his pupils, that a phyſician, 
who ſtudies the principles of his profeſſion, Who 
has an extenſive acquaintance with every branch 
of natural knowledge, and who properly applies 
his knowledge, muſt have an infinite advantage, 
28 a practitioner, over one who is ignorant of the 
theory of medicine, and of every ſcience connect- 
ed with it. He endeavoured to perſuade them, 
that genius and ſenſe, which indeed are the pe- 
culiar gifts of heaven, are yet capable of high 
improvement; and that, without improvement, 
they can be but of little account, either to the pub- 
lic, or to the individual. In ſhort, no argument 
was omitted, which could prompt them to ſtudy 
medicine with attention and ardour, and after- 
wards to practiſe it with prudence and humanity. 
Dr Gregory, however, was diſſatisfied. with the 
dreſs in which this work appeared. Soon after, 
e 3 . OE» 
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therefore, he publiſhed an edition of it himſelf 
in which his former ſentiments are ſet off with 

all the advantages which can be derived from 2 
| correct and elegant ſtile. 


e laſt publication, Elements of the Practice of 
Phyſit, was intended as a ſyllabus to his lectures; 
and in it he meant to have comprehended all 
the diſeaſes of which he uſually treated. But, 
not having leiſure to finiſh the whole, he was ob- 
liged to ſtop at the end of thoſe diſeaſes com: 
monly reckoned febrile. Although this work ap- : 
pears with ail thoſe diſadvantages under which Wl ' 
every text mult labour; yet it ſufficiently ſhews i de 
how the author thought and acted in the exerciſe al 


0: his profetlion. I : dif 
Had Dr Gregory lived to a more . age, 8 


the world would probably have been favoured 
| with other Works no leſs honourable to the author 
than beneficial to mankind, But his extenſive lian 
practice, and his zeal in the diſcharge of his du. Wl be 
ty as a profeſſor, pe the en park of bis din 
time. | alte 


To pretend to enumerate the many advantages 
which his pupils derived from him in the capacity 
of ateacher, would exceed the bounds of our 4 
publication, 'Let it 1 to ſay, that, from the er 

| Z extent 
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extent of his views, from the juſtice and impor- 
tance of his obſervations, and from the force 
and accuracy of his reaſoning, every hearer ob- 
tained the moſt thorough conviction of his abili- 
tics, and retired from academical labours both 
pleaſed and inſtructed, 

To conclude, Dr Gregory was not more emi- 
nent as A phylician, than he was amiable and 
reſpeable as a man. With the mathematical 
genlus of his family, he united a correct taſte for 
the fine arts, and a high reliſh for every ſocial 
virtue. He poſſeſſed a clear and vigorous un- 
derſtanding; a chaſte and lively 1 imagination ; an 
afeCtionate and feeling heart. And, while he was 
litinguiſhed for paternal and conjugal attachment, 


he was a conſtant friend to poverty and diſtreſs; ; 
an unwearied patron | of ſcience and of virtue. 


On W edneſday the 24th of February Dr Wil- 
lam Cullen was unanimouſly elected profeſſor of 
the practice of medicine, in the univerſity of E- 
dinburgh, in the room of Dr Gregory; and, ſoon 
alter, he was appointed by his Majeſty to ſucceed 
the fame P as firſt King 8 "RO for 
Scotland. * | 


Mr Hamilton MLure and Mr Wees Hay 
were lately admitted members of the college of 


ſurgeone at Edinburgh. . 
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Mr Portal; at Werke in 2 letter to Dr Hamil. 
ton phyſician in Edinburgh, mentions, that of late 


he has frequently employed an infuſion of Mar. 


rubium album, with great ſucceſs, againſt obſtruc. 


tions of the liver. 


The following uncommon geeldent lately hap. 
pened at Edinburgh: A gentleman about fſty 
years of age was thrown down with conſiderable 
force upon' the floor of his' own bed-chamber, 
He pitched upon his ſhoulders, and being remark- 
ably round ſhouldered, his head was jerked ſud. 


denly backwards, but did not touch the floot, | 


He was Inſtantly ſeized with a general para- 
lyſis over his whole body, upon which Mr Alex- 
ander Wood was immediately ſent for, and Dr 
Monro was ſoon afterwards called in, - They 

found him with all his ſenſes, except that of feel- 
ing, perfectly entire; but he was totally depri 

ved of the power of motion; and he had little 
ſenſation upon any part of the trunk of his body 
being touched, His voice was in na degree a. 
fected; reſpiration went on as uſual ; and he com- 


plained only of a flight pain in the back part of 


his neck. In ſpite of every remedy which could 
be employed, his paralytic ſymptoms continued, 
a lethargy lupervecncd, and he died within a fey 

minutes 


—— 


minutes of twenty-four hours from the time of 
his fall. 


third vertebra of his neck was found fractured; 


fely ſound, 
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Upin examination of th body FRE death, ts 


but the ſpinal marrow did not ſeem to be hurt, 
and its membranes were not in any degree torn, 
Every other part which was examined was per⸗ 
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Ectures on the Materia Medica, as delivered 
by William Cullen, M. D. profeſſor of me- 
dicine in the univerſity of Edinburgh; now pu- 
bliſhed by permiſſion of the author, and with ma- 
ny corrections from the collation of different ma- 


Conſiderations on the uſe and abuſe of antimo- 
nial medicines in fevers, and other diſorders, 810, | 
London. a 
En eſſay on the nature ai circulation of the | 
blood, in two parts. 1. On its nature and uſes. WW { 
2, On its circulation. By Marmaduke Ber- 
doe, M. D. Bvo, London. ] 
Experiments and obſervations on the prepara- 
tion, calcination, and medicinal uſes of Magneſia WW r 
Alba, &c. By Thomas Henry, 8vo, London. = : 
Eſſays medical and experimental. Vol. 2. BY WM 
Thomas Percival, M. D. F. R. 8. and 8. A. WY. 


London. 
Experi- | 


Experiments on the M bile, and reller⸗ 


tory eſſay. By J ames ee M. D. Zvo, 
London. 


London, - 
nal and practical method of cure propoſed, ad- 


lrefſed to all invalids, as well as young phyſicians, 
ſurgeons, and apothecaries, gvo, London. 


de Mgr. le Comte de Provence. 


neral au parlement de Dijon, &c. 12mo, Dijon. 


Traité analytique des eaux minerales en gene- 


Daniels 
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tions on the biliary ſecretion, with an introduc- 


Notes on Mer William Bromfeld's vos vo⸗ 
umes of chirurgical obſervations and caſes, with 
n appendix addreſſed to Dr Lawrence. By 
D. A. 8. M. D, and profeſſor of en, 8vo, | 


A diſſertation on Os FTI ORTIOIY with a ratio- 


Hiſtoire univerſelle et raiſonnẽe des vegetaux 
prelentẽs ſous tous les aſpects poſſibles. Par M. 
P. I, Buchoz. Doct. en med. et phil. Botaniſte 


Digreſſions academiques, ou eſſais 8 | 
ſujcts de phyſique, de chymie, et d'hiſtoĩre natu- 
relle. Par M. Guyton de Morveau Avocat-Ge- 


ral, de leur proprietẽs, et de leur uſage dans les 
naladics, fait par ordre du gouvernement. Par 


M. Raulin, M. D. aggrege: bonoraire au college 
royal des — de Nancy, Nc. 1 amo, Paris. 
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Danieli Wilhelmi Trilleri Opuſcula 8 Ie 
medico-phyſiologica, Tom. ztius, Francfort. 


A practical treatiſe on diſeaſes of the breaſt of | 
women. By W. Rowley, ſurgeon and man · mid 


wife, and ſurgeon to St John! s Hoſpital, 90, 
London. 


Doubts concerning the inverſion of object on 
the Retina. By Marmaduke i M. D. 8vo, 
London. 


| Genera af Minds, By Thomas Pennant, 166 
Bvo, Edinburgh. 


The London practice of e THe 2d tio, i 
with additions, 8vo, London. 


A new practical eflay on Cancers, By 5 Bur. 
rows, M. D. 8vo, London. 


' Obſervations on the diſeaſes in long voyages to 
hot countries; and, particularly, on thoſe which 
prevail in the Eaſt Indies. By John Clark, for. 
merly ſurgeon of the TAN, Eaſt n 810, 
London, 145 


| Acourſe of ahyficlogy; divided i into twenty le. 
tures, formerly given by the late learned Doctor 
Henry Pemberton, profeſſor of phyſic at Greſham 
College, fellow of the royal ſociety, and of that 
at Berlin; now firſt publiſhed from the author's 


manuſcripts, 8vo, London. * 
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A philoſophical eſſay on man. Being an at- 
tempt to inveſtigate the principles and laws of the 


reciprocal influence of the foul on the body. 
> vols. 8vo, London. 


Serious conſiderations on ſome Wen binde 
paſſages in a work lately publiſhed by Mr B——, 
and preſented to his Majeſty, 8 vo, London, 


Memoires de Þ academie royale des ſciences 
de Stockholm, concernant! hiſtoire naturelle, la 
medecine, Panatomie, la chymie, l' &onomie, les 


arts, &c. Traduits par M. de Keralio, Chevalier de 
Fordre royal et militaire de St Louis, &c. 4to, 
Paris. | ts, 


Antiquitates 9 ſelefae, . auſtore M. 
Walch ſenior, 8vo, Paris. 


Traite d'Odontalgie, ou 'on preſente un frite- 
me nouveau ſur Porigine et la formation des 
dents, une deſcription des differentes maladies 
qui affectent la bouche, et les moyens de les gue- 
rir. . Par M. Auzebi en, dentiſte 3 a Lyon, 


12mo, Lyon. 


Introduction 4 l' ẽtude * corps aid tires 
du regne vegetal, par M. Bucquet Docteur- re- 
gent de la faculte de medecine de Paris, 2 ts 
1210, Paris. Ne f homes ns DE 5 
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Diſſertazione ſul Wasen del poplite, pu 
M. Maſſotti cirurgico del Grande Dae di Tof 
cano, 8vo, Florence. 


Giornale di Medicina, Tom. 10. 8vo, Veni 
Steins anleitung zur Geburthſhulf, QC, i. e. 
practical introduction to the art of midwifery j 
| praeternatural and difficult labours. By NM; 
G. G. Stein. Caflel. 

Joannis Jacobi Reichard; Flora Francofurtana,e 
numerans ſtirpes circa Francofurtum naſcente, 
ſecundum methodum ſexualem aiot — 
Francfort fur le Mein. 
IJ. Mich. Aug. Jagemann in acad · Erford; phil 
| prof. liber epidemicorum, de acuta paſſim epide. 
mica febre circa annos 1771 et 1772 


Erford. 


Reflections ſur le triſte fort des perſonnes, qu 
ſous une apparence de mort ont &&6 enterr&es yi 
vantes, et ſur les moyens qu” on doit mettre en 
uſage pour ren une telle 1 8vo,ala 
HFaye. 

Novi commentarii academiac ſcientiarum Im- 
perialis Petropolitanae, Tom. 1 5. Pro anno 1770, 
Ato, Petropoli . 


Obſervata quaedam medica, cum figuris aenci 
auctore M. V Marx, M. D. Berlin. 
„ Auzuge 
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Auzuge aus den neuſten differtationen, i. e 
Extracts from new theſes and diſſertations on na- 


ger. Berlin. 


Gedaken und 8 &c. i. e. Thoughts 
and obſervations on the Tarantula for deſtroying 
the prejudices entertained with regard to its bite. 
By Mr Buſching. Berlin. 


Recherches ſur les ene as p WEE) 


tre et thermometre; un traits ſur la conſtruction 
de ces inſtrumens, et des experiences relatives 
aleurs uſages: Par. M. de Luc, citoyen de Ge- 
neve, 2. Tom, 4t0, 4 Geneve. R 


'The END. 


tural hiſtory and medicine- By Mr K. 6. R 14: * 
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Plancus de Urina Venta 16} 
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Paltiss 55 on the Child-bed Fever $ 
1 Iſo on the Nature and Treatment of Uterine 
Hemorrhager, Convulfions, and ſuch other acute 

Diſeaſes as are moſt fatal to Women, during the 
ſtate of Pregnancy, By John Leake, M. D. 
Member of, tie, College of Phyſicians, London, 
and Phi icran io the Weſtmunſter 2 
is ofpital. 800, London. 


"HE doctrines here delivered, concerning the 
pathology and cure of the puerperal fever 
are very fimilar to thoſe lately publiſhed by Dr 
Hulme in his treatiſe on the ſame ſubject. As this 
circumſtance might give riſe to a queſtion witk 
regard to the — of the ane, the au- 
| . „ thor, 


228 „1 E DIG 4 17 | 
thor, © in RE to affert his claim of. - priori, 
informs us in the introduction, that near three 
years ago, in a courſe of publick lectures, he 
had taught thoſe opinions which are contained 
in the work now before us. In proof of this 
aſſertion, he appeals to a number of his pupil, 
a liſt of whoſe names he Bas annexed | in a poſt: 


 feript. 


The remaining part of the intzoduRion cons 

_ fiſts of general obſervations on the cauſes of that 
diverſity in opinion which obtains With regard 
to the origin and cure of diſeaſes, and on the 
| molt, prope K method of conducting medical en. 
quiries, fo a8 to contribute, in the moſt effectul 
manner, to advance the ſcience, and to promote 
the real intere ts of the profeſſion. | What our 
author points out as the gre at ſources of error 
and diſſenſion in medicine, are thoſe difficulties 
which muſt neceſſarily attend all inquiries with 
regard to ſuch ſabjeQs as do not fall under the 
immediate cognizance of our external ſenſes, 
and a prepoſterous attachment to ſyſtem and 
authority, together with an incorrigible pro- 
penſity to indulge in conjecture and fanciful hy- 

potheſis. To avoid theſe, he earneſtly recom- 
| mends the moſt attentive n to perſonal ob- 
. ſervation 
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ative to the hiſtory af diſeaſes, ses 
The author, in his firſt ſe&ion, preſents us 


induced to think, from the known influence 


general, and from repeated obſervations with 
regard to puerperal fevers in particular, that wo- 


a general aceount of the weather; - Aﬀte 


writers with regard to its pathology." * Phyſicians, 


either to an obſtruction or critic 
the milk or lochial diſcharge, or to an inflamma- 
tion of the uterus. Van Swieten and Levret are 
cited as the chief ſupporters of the former opini- 
ons, as Hoffman is of the latter. To thoſe 


child- bed fever, Dr Leake oppoſes the ſudden 
production of the diſeaſe, and the almoſt in- 


ſtantaneous proſtration of ſtrength with which 


#0588 .  * 


*” 3 Þ» - . referred 


ſervation! and experience in every parti ieular re⸗ 


with a hiſtory of the puerperal fever. But, being 


of certain conſtitutions of the air on diſeaſes in 


men are moſt ſubject to them during a particular 
temperature of the air, to this hiſtory he premiſes 


deſeri- 
bing the diſeaſe as it uſually appears, he proceeds 
to conſider the different opinions 'of medical 


he tells us, have in general bed. this fever 


who aſſign areflux of the milk as the cauſe of the 5 


it is often attended. "Theſe circumſtances, he 
thinks, can with no appearance of probability be 
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referred to the abſorption of a fluid ſo mit 
and balſamic as the milk. He allows indeed 
that this fluid may be ſo vitiated as to excite 
diſorder in the ſyſtem. But this, he contend, 
happens only in conſequence of long ſtagnation, 
and that, even then, it is in general ſoon carti. 
ed off by diarrhoca or ſome other critical evacus 
tion, or that it will produce an abſceſs in the 
breaſt: In both which caſes the diſorder is el. 
ſentially different from the puerperal fever. He 
farther urges, that ſuckling after delivery ha 
not been found of ſervice in preventing the at. 
tack of this fever; that, in many caſes, he ha 
obſerved à plentiful ſecretion of milk till ven 
late in the diſeaſe; that, in ſome few, he has 
ſeen the milk in \ſmall quantity, or even total 
deficient, without any ſuch fever; that, in gener, 
it comes on before there be any, want of milk; 
and that it does not happen to women when 
thy wean their children, which ſhould be the 
| caſe, if it were owing to a tranſlation of the 
milk. A matter reſembling milk bas in. 
deed been found on the ſurface of the in- 
teſtines in ſome who died of this feyer, 
This, however, Dr. Leake maintains, is en- 
uren ee by the | foppuration of the 0- 
men. 


N 
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led ſerum lactis, which is found in the cavity of 
the abdamen, is either a tranſudation of thin 


of putrid lymph, 


immediate cauſe of the puerperal fever, the au- 


tion of its depending on an obſtruction of the 
lochial diſcharge is equally exceptionable. This 
diſcharge, he obſerves, although formerly con- 


to be in every reſpect ſimilar to what follows 
a rupture of veſſels in any other part of the body 


more dilute and ſerous; 5 about the third or fourth 


it totally ceaſes. Since in this there is nothing 


this opinion he is confirmed from never ha- 


of — . , 
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omentum; ; and he alledges, that the liquor: cal- 


pus from the inflamed viſcera, o or a collection 


Having thus rejected the opinion & thoſe 
who conſider an obſtruction of the milk as the 


ther next endeavours to ſhow, that the ſuppoſi- 


cieved to be highly malignant, is now well known | 


At firſt it is ſanguineous ; by degrees i it becomes 
day it is ſomewhat purulent; and ſoon after 
but what is in common to the digeſtion of every 


ireſh wound, the author thinks it inadequate * 
to the production of puerperal fever. And in 


ving obſerved any bad conſequences attending 
tie greateſt. varieties 'of this wy. 5 in Pp 
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0 fore u his own theory of this diſeaſe: And to this 


. Gifcale, he imagines to be an inflammation ol 
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Laſtly, Dr Leake "contends, in oppoſition 
to Hoffman, that the child- bed fever is a dif. 
caſe eſſentially different from an inflammation 
of the uterus, the latter being generally attended 
with headach and delirium, and univerſally withan 
intenſe pain and heat inthe uterine region; * while 
in the former, no ſuch ſymptoms uſually appear, 

The opinions moſt generally. received con. 
cerning the child-bed fever appearing thus em- 


barraſſed with inſuperable difficulties, the au · 


thor proceeds, in the ſecond ſection, to lay be- 


he ſubjoins an account of the moſt ſucceſsful | 
method of cure. The proximate cauſe of this 


the omentum af inteſtines, The ſudden change 
induced by delivery, in the circulatory ſyſten, 
he conſiders as a circumſtance which neceſſarih 
prediſpoſes to abdominal inflammations; and 

the lax texture of the omentum and inteſtines be 
- thinks ſufficiently accounts for their being mol 

commonly affected. Beſides this, the effect of 
labour-pains, and an unhealthy conſtitution 
of the atmoſphere concurring with the mobility 


of the ſyſtem after delivery, and the other pre · 


PF gd Oy mentioned, aſſiſt in 
| Kindlug 
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kindling up this fever. T 1 33 to our 
author, we are to look. upon this fever as a 


diſorder purely inflammatory 2 notwithſtanding; 
the putrid ſymptoms Which ſometimes ſuper; 


rene. Theſe, he contends, are owing to a mor- 
bid tranſlation of matter from the ſuppurated 
omentum, and therefore are to be regarded 
merely + as conſequences of the original ſed: | 
on. „ WRC Oh, "hs = 
We are next W with Gi practical in⸗ 
ferences reſpeQing the cure of this diſeaſe, drawn 
from the preceeding pathological reaſoning. He | 
particularly. inſiſts upon the Propriet pf _ * 
ing. Objections indeed, he obſerves, are com- „ 
monly made to this evacuation, Theſe, Mk 
ever, he diſregards as groundleſs prejudices, 


which are contradicted both by reaſoning and ex- 
perience. He maintains, that early and copi- 


ous bleeding, regulated by the ſtate of the pulſe, A 
and the general habit of the patient, is the only 
remedy which can give a chance for life, |. | 
Beſides bleeding i in the beginning of this diſeaſe, 38 

the indications which he propoſes are, to dimini. 
the violence and duration of thę cold fit; to Eva. 
cuate and correct redundant and corrupted bile; 
to F exceſſive Ty and, laſtly, in the 1 
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' Laſtly, . Dr Leake "contends, in oppoſition 


| 

to Hoffman, that the child-bed fever is a dif. , 
caſe eſſentially different from an inflammation 
of the uterus, the latter being generally attended t 
with headach and delirium, and univerſally withan 

" Intenſe pain and heat inthe uterine region; * while 


in the former, no ſuch ſymptoms uſually appear, 
The opinions moſt generally. received con. 


cerning the child - bed fever appearing thus em. | 
barraſſed with inſuperable difficulties, the au- 
thor proceeds, in the ſecond ſeQion, to lay be- | 
fore us his on theory of this diſcaſe : And to this Wl 
he ſubjoins an account of the moſt ſucceſsful | 
method of cure. The proximate cauſe of this | 
. difeaſe he imagines to be an inflammation of | 
the omentum and inteſtines. The ſudden change | 
induced by delivery, in the circulatory ſyſten, 
he conſiders as a circumſtance which neceſſarih | 
prediſpoſes to abdominal inflammations ; and 
the lax texture ofthe omentum and inteſtines he | 
- thinks ſufficiently accounts for their being moſt 
commonly affected. Beſides this, the effects of 
labour-pams, and an unhealthy "conſtitution 
of the atmoſphere concurring with the mobility 
of the ſyſtem after delivery, and the other pre- 
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kindling up this fever. | Thus, according to our 
diſorder purely inflammatory, notwithſtanding 
the putrid ſymptoms which . ſometimes ſuper; 
yene, Theſe, he contends, are owing to a mor- 


bid tranſlation of matter fr om the ſuppurated 
omentum, and therefore are to be regarded 


on. 


ing. Objections indeed, he obſerves, are com · 


ever, he diſregards as groundleſs prejudices, 
which are contradicted both by reaſoning and ex- 


remedy which can give a chance for life. 
Beſides bleeding in the beginning of this diſeaſe, 


the violence and duration of the cold fit; to eva - 
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author, we are to look upon this fever as a 


merely as conſequences of the original afecti- 


We are next per with ſome pradtical ks 
ferences reſpeQing the cure of this diſcaſe, drawn 
from the preceeding pathological reaſoning. He 
particularly inſiſts upon the proprictyy of bleed- 


monly made to this evacuation, Theſe, hows 


perience. He maintains, that carly and copi · 5 
ous bleeding, regulated by the ſtate of the pulſe, 
and the general habit of the patient, is the only 


the indications which he propoſes are, to diminiſn i 


cuate and correct redundant and corrupted bile; 
to reſtrain exceſlive Garchoeay and,  aſtly, in the 
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end of the diſeaſe, to oppoſe the tendency to 
putrefaction. For the firſt of theſe purpoſes he 


adviſes the plentiful uſe of warm mild diluentz, 
and the application of bladders half full of warm 
water to the axillae and ſoles of the feet. Warm 
I bathing, he obſerves, did not anſwer his. ex. 
pectation in promoting this intention of cure, | 

He is inclined, however, to think favourably of 
it, and recommends it to farther trial, under Pro» 
per regulations. 


He adviſes, © that the FP whe: 8 
ſhould be evacuated by gentle emetics and laxz- 
tives; and that, when corrupted, it ſhould be 
corrected by aceſcent vegetable juices, and faline 
draughts. But the inteſtines, he obſerves, arc 
often ſo extremely irritable, that theſe remedies 
0 much too ſtimulant and purgative, even 
when they are exhibited in ſmall doſes, and con- 
joind with vegetable mucilages. 


| To check immoderate diarrhoea, which the 
author thinks is ſeldom critical, although he al- 
lows that it often gives relief even in the begin- 
ning of the diſcaſe, he dire&s that recourſe ſhould 
be had to emollient glyſters, gentle diaphoretics, 
* even For opiates and mild a eſpe- 
| A 4 83 _ 


charge. 


0 With a view of PEI | the. tendency 1 
putrefaction, the great remedy to be depended 


upon is Peruvian bark. This, as the progreſs of 
the diſeaſe is ſo very rapid, muſt be had recourſe 
to more early than in other fevers, and even be- 


fore there be any diſtinct intermiſſion. He 
doſes this ſection with obſerving, chat, notwith- 
ſtanding the prejudices againſt bliſters with lying- 
in⸗ women, from the danger of their exciting 


ſtrangury, yet that the great relief which they L 


afford in other topical inflammations ſufficiently 


juſtifies the practice of applying them, immedi- 


ately after bleeding, in the puerperal fever. But 
ſuppoſing the objection to hold good, he i is of 


opinion, that ſmapiſms, which are not able to 


produce the ſame inconvenience, may be freely 


uſed, Heallows, however, that he has not yet {cen 
them ſufficiently tried, to be able to recommend F 


them from perſonal experience, f 


In the third ſection, the author treats c of the : 


prevention of the puerperal fever. As the moſt 
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Before delivery, the v of fuck: W 
tend to ſtrengthen and invigorate the conſtitattio 
ſuch as the Peruvian bark, chalybeate aten, 
and, in caſes where the ner vous tem i 18 very 
irritable, the prudent uſe of e opium. 245, Aﬀte 
delivery, t the avoiding all occaſional cauſes, ſuch x ay 
violent emotions of the mind , imprudent expoſure 
to cold, errors in diet, binding the body t tog 

tight, 200 above all, the utmoſt attention to 
5 fleanlineſs ; and ventilation, | : 


We are preſented, in the Guns been, vith 
4 particular detail of fourteen caſes of the pu. 
erperal feyer which tend to illuſtrate the doctrine 
delivered in the: former part of the work. In 
four of theſe caſes, the author had an opportunity 
of examining the bodies after death; and in al 
of them the appearances of inflammation, -ſups 
puration, or grangrene of the omentum, . were 
. very evident. The fame. appearancęs were ſome- 
times ſeen on the furface of the inteſtines, which 
the author aſcribes to the cireumſtance of conti 
nuity to the part primarily affected. The uterus 
was in general found properly contracted; and 


e in a ſound ſtate. r 


Having thus finiſhed the account of ab puer · 
peral fever, the author proceeds, in the fifth ſection, 


* 
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(o conſider the nature, cauſe; and treatment of 

aterine haemorrhages. Floodings before delivery 
he aſcribes to a partial ſeparation of the placenta 
from the internal ſurface of the uterus; and, 
| this, he tells us; may be occaſioned by every 
cauſe encreaſing the momentum of the circulation. 


Floodings after delivery he conſiders as depend- 


ing on the imperfe& contraction of the uterus, 
from a languor and want of tone in the ſyſtem. 


With regard to the treatment of theſe com- 
plaints, he invieghs againſt the vulgar practice 
of giving heating cordials, in order to revive the 
patient, as being highly pernicious and deſtruc- 
tre. When the patient is ſo much exhauſted 


by the diſcharge as to be in danger of ſinking 
under it, if not properly ſupported, he recom- 
mends the uſe of thoſe things which nouriſh 
without ſtimulating, ſuch as animal broths and 
jcllies, Bleeding allo, he apprehends, has been too 
adiſcriminazely directed in flooding caſes, This 
evacuation, he thinks, can ſeldom be proper, uns 
ls in the beginning of ſuch floodings as happen 
defore delivery, from plethora, inflammatory fever, 
external violence, or ſudden emotions of the 
mind, He puts little dependence on ſtyptie me- 
deines as reſtraining uterine hacmorrhages. He is 


"5 # inclined 


2 — ⏑ 
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inclined rather, with Hoffman, to believe that, by 
increaſing the action of the vaſcular ſyſtem on 
the contained fluids, they are moreapt to augment 
than to diminiſh the diſcharge. Much more ad. 
vantage may, in his opinion, be expected from 
ſuch medicines as leflen the force of circulation 
and derive to the ſurface, Of this kind are au- 
timonials exhibited in ſmall nauſeating doſes 
ſaline draughts with nitre, and the ſal ſedatiru 
en 


With regard to opiates; as the 01 imagine 
"at their effects in accelerating the motion of 
the blood are much akin to thoſe of volatile me- 
dicines and ſtrong cordials, he in general com- 
demns them as unſafe, and aflerts that he has ol. 
ten ſeen internal haemorrhages increaſed by their 
exhibition. He diſſuades us likewiſe againſt the 
uſe of ligatures, becauſe, by retarding the circuls 
tion in the extreme arteries and veins; they muſt 
_ neceſſarily increaſe its momentum in the hypo- 
gaſtric and ſpermatic arteries, which ſupply the 


uterus; the conſequence of which will be at 
| aggravation of the evil. 


The great remedy i upon which Dr Leake relic 
as being of all others the moſt effectual in flood- 
ing caſes, Is the Xo of cold, Heat, he 

obſer yes 
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obſerves, rariſies the blood and quickens the 
circulation; while the effects of cold are diame- 
trically oppoſite. Accordingly, the topical ap- 
plication of cold has been found to occaſion an 
immediate ſtoppage of the menſtrual flux, in op- 
poſition to the powerful efforts of nature. Upon 
theſe grounds the author founds his reaſoning 
with regard to the propriety of haying recourſe 

to the application of cold for reſtraining uterine 
haemorrhages ; ſince it acts equally i in condenſing 5 | 
the fluids, as in conſtringing the ſolids, he thinks 
that the objection formerly made to the uſe of - 
ſtyptics, from their diminiſhing the capacity of 
the veſſels, will not apply here: But, even if it 
ſhould, he inſiſts, that experience is ſo decifive ; 

in favour of this practice, as to outweigh all theo- 
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retical reaſonings. In all caſes of flooding, 2 | 1 
therefore, whether before or after delivery, he 1 1 
| ſtrenuouſly recommends the free admiſſion of cold | 1 ; 
air; the liberal uſe of cold drinks ; - the repeat | s 
WU  epplication of compreſles, dipt in cold vinegar, = 
1 the region of the uterus; and the immerſion 1 


of the feet in cold Water, 3 
In caſes of flooding before delivery, bene a 
. the methods hitherto mentioned have failed, and 


4 the patient ren to be We under the | . 
* |  diſcha harge, = 
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diſcharge, the laſt remedy is to deliver hes! as ſoi 
as poſſible. And if, after delivery, the diſcharge 
continues profuſe, and reſiſts all other means, f 


may be neceſlary to throw up into the uterus ſt 
tic injections, as the aqua aluminoſa Bateana, o 


2 weak ſolution of colcothar vitrioli. In all flood: 
ing caſes, the moſt perte& compoſure of mind iz 
conſtantly. to be enjoined. 


The author concludes this treatiſe with ſome 

© obſervations on convulſions, and the acute diſeaſe, 
which are moſt fatal to women during the ſtate 
of pregnancy, He adopts the common diviſion 
of convulſions into Idiopathic and Symptomatic} 
4 the firſt, when the ſenſorium commune 1s pri 
=_ marily affected; and the laſt, when it is ſo by the 
mediation only of the nerves, from 4 diſeaſe in 
ſome other part of the ſyſtem, as the ſtomach ot 
uterus. Another diſtinction, which he inculcates 

as being of the, utmoſt importance in practice, 
is, chat the convulſions of pregnant women are 
ſometimes evidently connected with plethora, at 
other times with inanition. In the former of 
theſe caſes, which he looks upon as by much the 
leaſt formidable, a cure is to be attempted by ear. 
ly and copious bleeding; by 4Uiluents ; + by faline 
nitrous fraughts; 3 and by a very de diet. 

ö 10 


„ * 61 115 


COMMENTARIES. 241 


In the latter, all evacuations are contra - indica- 
ted, and the cure entirely turns upon ſupporting 
the vis vitae. For this purpoſe, he recommends 
nouriſhing fluids given frequently. 1 in ſmall quan- 


| tities ; broth clyſters; and a decoction of bark with 
warm nervous cordials and opiates. When the 
circulation is very languid, he adviſes that bliſters 


and ſinapiſms ſhould be uſed ; and that the. extre- 


mities ſhould be rubbed with hot flannels, o or im- 


merſed in warm water. 


The . next enumerates various remote 
cauſes of convulſions, to which, as they furniſh in- 


dications of cure, he calls the attention of the prac- 


titioner. Thus, when the diſeaſe is ſuddenly pro- 
duced by terror, bleeding, opiates, and the warm 


bath are indicated. When it proceeds from er- 


rors in diet, emetics and laxatives are required, 
and, after their operation, an opiate, When it 


dependson a ſuppreſſion of urine, the bladder muſt 


bc emptied by the catheter, or recourſe muſt be 
had to warm bathing, emulſions, and anodyne 
chſters. When it follows from repelled cutane- 
ous eruptions, the warm bath and gentle diapho- 
retics are requiſite. When it ariſes from worms, 


anthelminties muſt be employed; with this view, 


klenk's mercurial ſolution may, he tells us, be 
aſed with perfect ſafety. | 


"i 


_——Z——, 7E 
—— - — — = 


- 
. 
"RO &. WR 4A 


— — 
* a I _ 2 IC So * % 
r 


— wy ny 
n * 
* — 2 = 
r Aus. 
= 


Vo“. I. oe 8 Tbe 


8 
—_ - "—_ 
ON LIEN a 
ro 


—_ * &* = = . p ET &..:* 

= \ 3 n — *. 
rere 
5 * = 


3 


VK. r . _ 3 —7 DES CE 72 = io IS. — — — toe. 7 - REIN = 5 3 = r 
2587 >; * — * Eng BER F.4D 2 * wet res * AA <7 Gage, T 8 25 5 8 — 2 > 22 E — =3 — = — I 
= CO SIE 33 — 5 . 3 r * OY n — — 2 ˙ — —ͤ—[—— — — = — 
= - a * — 4- —— 7 2 - * — 4 * 2 _ 2 


„ 
ANN 

% 

— — 


a 
— INDESOIVE 


. > = ono 
— —— * == F 
= — > chang ˖⸗ 3+ "bp 


9 ! 
14 

= 4 0 
| 


| „ 


242 M E D I e A 1. 


The author obſerves, chat, for the removal d 


convulſions with pregnant women, it may ſome. 


times be neceſſary to have recourſe. to ſpeedy de. 
livery. This, however, is a practice, which, be 
apprehends, has often been recurred to with to 
much precipitation; and in caſes too, where i 
muſt not only prove ineffectual, but even highly 
dangerous. To women who have been ſubjec 


to convulſions during pregnancy, he recommend; 
the uſe of bleeding, opiates, and other ſuitable re. 
medies, ſome time before the approach of labayr, 


'To theſe obſervations, are annexed ſeven caſes 
of convulſions, occurring in pregnant women in | 
ſix of which, they were ſucceſsfully treated by the 

methods here propoſed. 


by his treatiſe is concluded with ſome reinatk 
on pleuriſy, dyſentery, and ſmall-pox. As theſe 
diſeaſes have been very fully treated of by other 


writers, and, as the circumſtance of pregnancy 


does not materially influence the practice, they 
are here conſidered in a curſory manner: And the 
obſervations, although | accurate and Judicious, | 
contain nothing peculiar ly intereſting to ſuch as 


are already acquainted with the received notions 


concerning the dilcales 1 in queſtion, 
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Wo 

Dn. D. Petri Jon Bergi Methodus cremorem FM 
tart  ſolubilem adhd; Vid. Nova Acta Phy- 
ſico- Medica Academiae Caeſareae Leopoldino. Ca- 
rolinae Naturae eee tom. an 4to, 
wm 4 


1H K lee FI out with bebte that, 
although we ſeparate from the cream. 
of tartar,” the earth Which ſeems capa- 
ble of biaderng its ſolütion; yet it ſhews but a 
{mall degree of ſolubility. . the purpoſe” of 0 
didolving it in water, twelve times its Weight! is 
neceſſary, even when the menſtruum is warm; 
and twenty times its weight, if the menſtruum be 
cold. T he importance of obtaining, with facility, 
in a ſtate of ſolutien a medicine 10 valuable, led 
him to en Torrie eg uae oh one this ſub- 
ject. ee Bk diene 

After trying erer Jubſtances; he Kuna no- 
thing AG effcctual, in rendering cream of tartar 
ad ſoluble, a: as tlie addition of borax. And 
this, he obſerves, had before been ſuggeſted by 


* the 
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the experiments of Lewis and Mayer. He au. 
tions us, however, againſt the addition of ſuch x 
quantity of borax, as will entirely ſaturate the a. 
cid of the cream of tartar, Becaufe, in that caſe, 
there will be produced a ſel ſeignette, a fubſtanc 
very different from ſoluble eream of tartar. His 
proceſs for obtaining a ſoluble cream of tartar is 
as follows. To four parts of cream of tartar, he 
adds one of borax. This is diſſolved in a ſuffici- 
ent quantity. of water, and then ſtrained off. The 
reſiduum, which, when the maſs ſubjected to ſo- 

lution i is fifteen ounces, will, in general, amount 
to one ounce, is thrown away. The pure ſolu- ; 
tion, by evaporation, yields a white falt of an z. 


ei taſte, and extremely foluble, which | is to be 


preſeryagfo for * 11 Ho 


. 


foluble. cream * tartar with, PERK ſucceſs ; in al | 
kinds of fevers, when refrigerants were indicated. 
When, however, it is intended to operate as a 
laxative, a greater quantity is neceſſary than of 
common cream of tartar. But as it can eaſily be 
exhibited j in a fluid form, and! in a ſmall quantity 


of menſtruum, this occaſions no inconvenience to 
the patient fy en 


il. 
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* 


m. 


Dn. D. Chriſtiani Rudolphi Hannes Obſervatio de 
diris Convulfunibus, Balneo frigids ſanatis. 
id. Nova Acta Phyſico- Medica Academiae Cae- 
ſareae Leopoldino- Carolinae Naturae Curigſerun, , 
tom. quart, 4to, Norimbergac, 


H . caſe with which we are here preſented, 
| T is that of a girl, about ſixteen years of 
age. She had formerly enjoyed good health, but, 

upon a ſudden fright, ſhe was ſeized with faintings 
and convulſions, which were relieved by bleeding 


and other remedies. The year following, howe- _ 
ver, they returned with greater violence than be- 


fore, She had then recourſe to pills compoſed of 
aſſa foctida, and other gums ; to frictions with ner- 
vine ointments ; and to powders compoſed of flow- 
ers of ſulphur, ſweet mercury, and camphor. 


While ſhe uſed theſe remedies, - her convulſions 


ceaſed, and an itchy eruption broke out over all 


her body. This complaint was removed by the 


medicines uſually employed in ſuch caſes ; but, 
when it diſappeared, her menſes became irregu- 
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lar in point of time, and in ſmaller quantity thay 


uſual, with the appearance of fluor albus. 


The year after her convulſions returned a third 
time with greater violence than ever. She then 


exhibited a moſt dreadful ſpectacle. Sometimes 


all the flexor muſcles were contracted and her 
limbs drawn together; ſometimes the extenſors; 
and ſhe lay in a convex form, ſupported by her 
head and feet; ſometimes ſhe Was quite ſtiff, 


Heſides theſe, they appeared allo, in other forms 


affecting different muſcles. 
The cold bath was then propoſed, and it was 


adviſed, that ſhe ſhould be put into it, when there 


was any remiſſion of her paroxyſms. If after the 
bathing there was time, ſhe was ordered to be di- 
ligently rubbed and ſwathed with bandages. A 
decoction of bark and rue was alſo preſcribed for 
her; and once or twice a-day, a doſe of opium with 
ſpirit of hartſhorn. Theſe medicines were conti- 


nued for ſome time, without producing any relief, 


At length, however, there occurred ſome chan- 


ges, which gave room to hope, that, in this way, 
a recovery might be obtained. Her fluor albus firſt 


ceaſed, then the menſes returned to their proper 
periods, and in uſual quantity; the convulſions 


recurred only. in a flighter degree, and at longer 


in- 


N. 


intervals, till at length they entirely ceaſed. It 
may be a queſtion whether this cure was to be a- 
ſeribed to the cold bath or not, as other remedies 
were employed at the ſame time, and as ſhe had 
formerly recovered without its being uſed, The 
author, however, thinks, there is little doubt that, 
in this caſe, it was of itſelf effectual, as in the fol- 
| lowing ſpring ſhe was attacked with the ſame diſ- 
caſe, and cured by the bath alone, | 
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hydrothorax, and the importance of doing ſo, Ba. 
glivi had pointed out a ſudden waking from ſleep, 


though this ſymptom be often decifive, yet that 


no water could be found in the thorax after 


death; and if, when preſent, it is found in 
the CIR ſtate only of the diſeaſe, at a time 


pn. D. Jobe Caſpari de Rueff, de Hydrogis 
Pectoris certa vel incerta Diagnofi. Vid. New 
Acta Phyſico- Medica Academiae Caeſateae Le | 
poldino-Carolinae Naturae Curigſorum, tom. 
quart. to, Norimbergae. 


N this differtation, the author ſets out with 
- mentioning the difficulty of diſtinguiſhing 


with ſigns of ſuffocation, as the pathognomonic 
ſymptom of this diſeaſe. He obſerves, that al. 


ſometimes it is very fallacious, occurring where 


death. On this ſubject, therefore, he adopts the 
concluſions of De Haen, who had formerly al. 
ledged that, if this nocturnal orthopnoea be ſome- 
times wanting in the moſt violent hydrothorax; if 
at other times it appear only a few days before 


* 


when 


COMMENTARIES. 


when all remedies would be ineffeQual, it cannot 
be conſidered as a pathognomonic ſign, 


The author, in ſupport of this opinion, ad- 
Juces two caſes. The firſt is that of a man who 


complained of a dry cough, ſtraitneſs in his breaſt, 


and a great difficulty of breathing, with oedema - 


tous ſwellings in his feet, ſcanty urine, a noctur- 


nal febrile paroxyſm, and the pathognomonic 
hmptom in queſtion. All theſe complaints were 
oon removed by the uſe of ſquill medicines; but 
a ſhort time after, when he ſeemed to be i in pers ö 


fect health, he died ſuddenly in the night from ſuf- 


focation. Upon diſſection, three pounds of im- 
pid ſerum were found in the thorax, which ſuffici- 


Beſides this, in both ventricles of the heart, there 


which the author aſeribes te mange inte cauſe of 
his death. 1 


The ſecond caſe here related | is that of a man 
who, about ſixty years of age, was affected at 


could ſeldom lie in bed. His leſt arm and hand 
were alſo much ſwelled, and very torpid; which 


is conſidered by. both Hoffman and Baglivi as a 
lign of latent bydrothorax. But, notwithſtand- 


˙ 


:ntly proved the uncertainty of the diagnoſtic. 


was a polypus about ſeven inches in length, | to 


night with ſuch a degree of dyſpnoeay that he 


ing 
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lieved, and lived till he was eighty years of ape, 
Trax, 


drothorax can rarely be known while Ny admits 


nature of the diſeaſe is doubtful, we ſhould perſiſt | 
in the uſe of the remedies adapted to humid 
aſthma, by the effects of which we may dete. 
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ing this, by proper remedies, he was ſoon 16. 


He then died ks my {ympiom. of hydrotho, 


A 


From all this the author concludes, | _ hy. 


of a cure; that, when it is known, it can only 
be cured by paracenteſis; and that, while the 


mine whether the diſeaſe we dread be preſent 4 
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Triga Ohr valium e e rare mag- 
nitudinis Hiſtorias exhibentium, ſubfuncta ſimul 


Di ſquat ſtione Cauſarum, cur Sarco-Hydrocele in 

Teſte ſmiſftro frequentius quam dextro occurrat; 

2 Georgio Balthaſar Stolle, M. D. Vid. * 
Aata Phyſs co-medica Academiae Caeſareae Leo- 
poldino-Carelinae Naturae Curigforum, tom, 
quart. 49, N 4 


HE author nn this difſertalbn with 
three . of ſarcocele. The firſt is the 


caſe of a hypochondriac man who had been ſub- 
jet to haemorrhoids. On being expoſed to cold, 4 


ho was attacked with febrile complaints; and the 
next day the haemorrhoids appeared. But, from 
a violent fit of anger, the diſcharge by the hae- 
morrhoids was ſoon ſtopt; upon which a ſemi- 
tertian fever ſupervened, attended with great 
anxicty, loſs of appetite, and colick pains. 
Theſe laſt ſometimes left the bowels, and attacked 
the left teſticle, which, as well as the ſpermatic 
cord, became ſwelled. The fever was ſoon eu- 
red; but a conſiderable ſwelling ſtill remained on 
the teſticle; and the colick pains returned from 
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' remedies from a quack, who took it to bez 
venereal complaint. But the ſwelling | Increaſe] 


_ conſiderable inflation of the belly camgyon as w 
borborygmi, and other complaints, were much 


none, faintings were the conſequence. After 
this, his ſcrotum became oedematous, and ther 


to his miſery. Upon difſeQion, the right teſtice 


quantity of ichorous matter; but the ſwelling which 
appeared externally ſeemed to have proceeded 
from a ſteatomatous meſentery, which was near} 


Woe 
N 


252 * 


the flighteſt cauſe. At this tink he got t fog! 
to a very great degree, {till attended with the 
colick and ſtomach-complaints. Beſides, ſuch 1 
endanger its burſting. This inflation of his belh, 


encreaſed by his taking food. When he ook 


was a conſiderable ſwelling reaching from the, 
left hypochondrium to the right ileum. A hedie 
fever ſupervened, and, at laſt, apoplexy put an end 


was found a little larger than uſual ; the left vn 
of a monſtrous ſize, and as hard as a ſtone, |: 
was unequally ſwelled, and in the lower pat 
there was a quantity of a ſeroys fluid contained in | 
a cyſt. In the abdomen, there was a conſiderable 


an inch in thickneſs. The ſpermatic veſſels were 
about four times the uſual ſize, and the ſperma- 
tic cord was much ſwelled. The left kidney 
was 
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Las diminiſhed, and the left emulgent collapſed ; 
the right kidney, and its veſſels, were larger than 
ordinary. The ſpleen, liver, and * were 
affected with ſeirrhi. | 


The ſecond caſe gives an account of ts 


@rcocele of the left teſticle, which, when cut 


out, independent of the water that was contain- 
-d between the tunica vaginalis and albuginea, 


weighed two pounds: Its appearance and con- 


fitence were like that of the former one; its 
colour of a pale yellow. This patient died of 
a hectic fever, i in conſequence of a diſcaſed ſpleen. 


In the third caſe there was no diſſection. 


flectic ſymptoms, with pains of the bowels, had 


come on after a quartan fever badly cured. 


ed to the ſize of a man's fiſt. The liver was 


phrenitis N 8 9 killed the unDappy 


patient. 


proceeds, to offer ſome obſervations concerning 
them. He is of opinion, that the ſemitertian, 


ot the melentery, „ this viſcus being uſually rec- 
| koned 


Theſe pains ſoon, affected the teſticle, which ſwell- 


alſo ſcirrhous, and encreaſed to ſuch a ſize, that 
it could be felt in the left hypochondrium. A 


After ac theſe caſes, 5 author next 


in the firſt caſe, proceeded from an inflammation | 
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koned the ſeat of that diſeaſe, He mention ll 


fer 

examples of ſteatomatous melenteries, Which be 900 
obſerved in the hoſpital of Straſburg; the fir of WY du 
which weighed ſeventeen pounds, the ſecon; no. 
tw-enty four pounds. He contends, that thek ob 
tumours proceed from inflammations of the mT n. 
ſentery. 4 | N 
The author then proceeds t to candle whethe: | & 
farcocele happen oftener in the left than in theright pat 
teſticle. Van Swicten, Hildanus, Haller, and others, e (al! 
do not offer any thing that will determine this que his 
L ſtion. Some thinking the left moſt ſubject to it the 
ſome the right, while others are of opinion th . Bc 
they may be indifferently affected. But the . an 

N thor corcludes, from ſeveral obſervations of his be 
own, ſupp orted by the authorities of Pfeffinge ter 
and Friedius, that diſeaſes of all kinds from | in- 5: 
ternal cauſes moſt commonly attack the left c. m 
varid of women, and the left teſticles of men. tl 
As a foundation for determining the reaſon of WY (il 
this fact, he thinks it neceſlary to examine, val 
more accurately than he had before dongy the na- Ar 
| ture ot this diſeaſe. 1 ki 
** He pronounces it to be a ſcirrhus, arifing fron © 
a ſerous inflammation, according to the idea of 1 
d 


* Boerhaave. This may ariſe from diſcaſes of di 
feren 
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ſerent kinds affecting the ſeveral viſcera, which, 
occaſioning a ſtagnation of blood in them, will pro- 
Juce a determination to other parts; as follows 
not only from the laws of hydraulics, but from 
obſervations in diſeaſes, and from experiments 
made on living animals. In confirmation of the 
aſt, the author cites an experiment of Brunn, 
who found that a dog, whoſe pancreas he exſtir- 
pated, was ſeized firſt with an encreaſed flow of . 
alva, afterwards with vomiting, and then with a 
high degree of laſciviouſneſs. He remarks alſo, 
that Morgagni, Bonetus, Heiſter, Malpighi, and 
Boerhaave, had obſerved nearly the fame appear- 
ances upon the exſtirpation of the ipleen. This, 
he thinks, can only be accounted for from a de- 
termination of fluids to the teſticle ; and when i it is 
greater than ſufficient for the mares; ſtagnation 
muſt enſue. To ſuch ſtagnation, he imagines that 
the teſticles, from their ſituation, from the diſten- 
lle nature of their arteries, and from the want of 
valves in their veins, will be particularly liable, 
And as the fluids here ſtagnating are of the ſerous | 
kind, he adds, that the inflammation mult alſo be 
uch. From the ſame cauſe continuing to act, 
the diſtenſion will be much encreaſed; and as all 
ſagnating fluids change their nature, ad degene- 
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rate into a hard maſs; from eee 2 {ein 
rhus of the teſticle will be formed. 

After thus ſtating his own opinion concerning 
the nature of this difeaſe, the author next goe 
on to take notice of the ſentiments of Other,, 
Some have imagined the ſarcocele to be a fleſhy 
maſs, which they have explained from a luxurian 
growth; or from a deſtruction of thoſe mem. 
branes which Barbette has ſuppoſed to ſtop the 
- mouths of nouriſhing veſſels, leſt they ſhould con. 
vey too much nouriſhment. In refutation cf 
theſe opinions, he obſerves, that the firſt never 
takes] place, unleſs in caſes of wounds; and tha 
the laſt is merely hypothetical. 

The author next attempts ſome account of the 
hydrocele. This, he thinks, happens from an 
obſtruction of the extremities of the ſpermatic a:. 
teries, which, according to his former principles, 
muſt encreaſe the flow into the neighbouring vel 
ſels, occaſioning the tranſudation of a greater 
quantity of fluid, than the abſorbents, compreſſed | 
by the obſtructed veins, are able to take up. 
Hence he thinks it is evident why the hydrocele i 
ſo common an attendant of the ſarcocele. 

Having thus eſtabliſhed the nature of theſe two 
diſeaſes, he next proceeds to inquire into the rea- 
19 og ſon 
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ſon why they affect the left teſticle rather than the 
right. This, he thinks, he will be able to ſolve, 
provided he can ſhew a cauſe for a greater deter- 
mination to the left teſticle, and for ſtagnation 
there. On conſidering the riſe and progreſs of 
both ſpermatic arteries, he finds, that the left riſes 
nearer the teſticle than the right, and that the 
left ſpermatic vein, inſtead of pouring its contents 


into the vena cava, riſes up ſo as to pour them 


into the renal vein ; by which it is evident, that 


its courſe muſt be much longer than that of the 
right ſpermatic vein. This being the caſe, it is 


evident, from the laws of hydraulics, that ſtagna- 


tion is molt likely to happen on the left ſide; and 
that the tendency to it will be encreaſed by the left 


vein not accompanying the artery ſo cloſely 


as to have the progreſs of the blood aſſiſted by its 
pulſations. It is alſo evident from the laws of mo- 
tion, that any body is more apt to be retarded 
in proportion to the angle which it makes; and, 
therefore, the blood in the left ſpermatic vein 
will move more ſlowly than in the right, ſince it 


enters at right angles into the left renal vein, which 


alſo enters at right angles into the vena cava. 
Beſides this, the left ſpermatic vein carriesa great- 


er quantity of blood than the right, receiving 
VoL. I — branches 


S 
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branches from parts of the meſentery, meſocolon, 
and peritoneum which are neareſt it. And, laſtly, 
the left emulgent vem, before emptying itſelf into 
the vena cava, paſſes through an angle formed by 
the aorta and the ſuperior meſenteric artery; ſo 
that, at every dilatation of theſe "on * vein 
will be compreſſed. 


From a review of all theſe circumſtances, the 
author thinks it apparent, that the left teſticle i 
more ſubject to ſtagnation, and therefore inflam. 
mation, than the right; and conſequently muſt be 
more liable to ſarcocele from internal cauſes.” He 
concludes with obſerving, that, after what has been 
ſaid concerning the nature of this diſeaſe, the prin- 
ciples upon which it may be cured, when taken 
in the beginning, are ſufficiently manifeſt. 
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VI 


Therapia Scabiei epidemicae per Diurefin nova, 
ſecura, ſecundum naturae mechaniſinum exacte 
accommodata, et per ipſum experientiam confir- 
ma ta, a Chriſtiano Ludovico Friderico Linckio, 
M. D. Vid. Nova Ada Ppyſi co-medica Aca- 
demiae Caeſareae Naturae Curioforum, tom. 
quart. 4to, Norimbergae, 


N this diſſertation, we are preſented with an 
account of an epidemic itch, which reſiſted 
the influence of ſulphur, mercury, and the other 


moved by the employment of diuretics. 


The author, previous to his treating of this epi- 
demie, offers ſome obſervations on the itch in ge- 
neral. This he defines to be a puſtular or veſicular 
cllloreſcence, generally without fever, appearing, in 
the beginning, with an itchy heat between or 
round the fingers. He divides the diſcaſe into 


means of cure commonly employed. When re- 
pelled, it produced aſthma, vertigo, fever, and, in 
children, convulfions. But it was ſucceſsfully re- 


kindly and malignant, moiſt and dry, chronicand 
R 2 periodic, 
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periodic, ſuperficial and deep, ſimple and compl. 
_ cated, epidemic and climateric, venereal and wor. 
my. In proof of this laſt ſpecies, which has not 
been. mentioned by other writers, he mention 
an obſtinate eaſe of itch, which was cured in eight 
days after the evacuation of an incredible number 
of lumbrici from the uſe of jalap. The proxi. 
mate cauſe of the itch, he ſuppoſes to be a viſcid, 
ſharp, ſerous humour collected in the membranz 
adipoſa, and reaching to the cuticle. 


After theſe obſervations on the itch in general, 
he comes to treat of the epidemic before menti- 
oned, and fets out with recounting: the remote 
cauſes peculiar to it. One of thefe, he imagines 
to have been the exceſſive coldnefs of the weather, 
and the frequent changes in it which the com- 
mon people, from their poverty, were not able to 


guard againſt. Another cauſe he aſſigns, was the 
food and- drink which the common people were 


_ obliged to employ. In conſequence of ſome rai- 
ny ſeaſons, their ſole nouriſhment was damaged 
corn; and,as the vines were deſtroyed: from the 


fame cauſe, their drink conſiſted entirely of fruits 


mixed with water, or more commonly of water 
alone. Beſides theſe, he ſuppoſes, that ſeveral o- 

ther cauſes might operate, which were in common 
2 * 
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to this epidemic with the ordinary itch, ſuch as 
putrid foods of all kinds, ſedentary life, previous 
diſcaſes, and contagion. He feems to be doubt- 
ful whether animalcules occaſion the puſtules in 
the itch, or only ſeek a proper nidus there. With 

regard to the prognoſis, he is of opinion, that the 
diſcaſe, if not repelled, is not dangerous; that, if 
joined with catarrh, it is not ſo ſafe as when with- 
out it; and that a perſon, who, having once reco- 
vcred, ſuffers a relapſe, is in more danger than o- 

thers. 5 


The author next proceeds to the method of 
cure, and firſt mentions the remedies which were 
commonly employed by the vulgar. Theſe were 
external applications of ſulphur, lead, turpentine, 
arſenic, mercury, human and animal urine, cha- 
ybeate waters, lime-water, and draſtic purgatives. 
Such applications, he obſerves, were often at- 
tended with the worſt effects. He next deſcribes 
his own method of curing it by means of diure- 
tics. He does not take the merit of this inventi- 
on to himſelf, but acknowledges that he derived 
it from a diſſertation written by Mauchartus, in- 
titled Therapia purpurae receptiori tutior ſolidior- 
que, He prefers diuretics to ſudorifics, becauſe, 
from the extreme veſſels on the ſurface being ob- 


* ſtructed, 
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ſtructed, he imagines that, propelling the blood 
there, would rather increaſe the diſeaſe. The diy. 
retic which our author employed, he terms the 
liquor nitri fixi, This he found to anſwer the 
purpoſe better than any other. This liquor, he 
tell us, is the ſolution of an alkaline ſulphureous 
ſalt, obtained by deflagrating nitre with powdered 
charcoal. When rightly prepared, it is of a yel- 
lowith colour, and of a ſtrong alkaline taſte, It 
18 not, he obſcrves, a pure alkaline, but containg 
a portion of ſulphur, formed by the nitrous acid 
joining the phlogiſton of the coals. The exiſtence | 
of ſulphur in this liquor is proved by its colour, | 
and by the inflammable precipitate obtained by 
the addition of an acid. He adviſes that the 
nitre uſed for this preparation ſhould be free 
from all mixture of ſea- ſalt, and that the charcoal 
ſhould be of beech or beet- wood, as containing 
the largeſt proportion of PW en. The method 
of preparing the liquor here recommended, is de. 
{cribed in the diſpenſatory of Wurtemburg, Al 
ter cleanſing the primae viae, the author admi- 
niſtred this medicine, and, with it, either ſome 
mucilaginous decoction, or plentiful dilution 
with common water. The conſequence of this 
was the excretion of very foetid urine, with a 
i copious 
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copious ſediment. When the acrimony of the 
urine was ſo great, as to cauſe pains in the u- 


rethra, pills of ſoap and lintſeed were given. 
The accidental occurrence of other diſeaſes, the 


author treated in the common method. But, 


when thoſe ſymptoms occurred, which have al- 
ready been mentioned as following a retro- 
ceſſion of this eruption, he gave camphor ; in 


large doſes, mixed with abſorbents , by which the 


eruption, he tells us, was reſtored ; and, after- 
wards, it was cured by the ſolution of the nitrum 
fixum. With regard to diet, he did not allow 
his patients meats ſalted or difficult of digeſtion; 
and he forbade the uſe of fermented or ſpirituous 


liquors. The only external application he uſed 
was, water with ſoap, or almond powder, to clean 


the ſkin. But, when malignant ulcers occurred, 
they were © treated 1 in the common manner. 
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VII. 


Eſſays Medical and Experimental, on the following © 
Subjects. 1. On the Columbo Root. 2. On the 
Orchis Root. 3. On the Waters of Buxton and 
| Matheck in Derbyſhire. 4. On the medicinal 

Uſes of jixed Air. 5. On the antiſeptic and 
Fweetening Powers, and on the Varieties of 
| fixed Air. 6. On the noxious Vapours of Char-. 
coal. 7. On the Atrabilis. 8. On Sea-Salt, 
9. On Coffee. To which are added, Select 
Hiſtories of Diſeaſes, with Remarks ; and P. 
prroſals for eſtabliſhing more accurate and con. 
p6re henſive Bills of Mortality, By Thomas 
Percival, M. D. F. R. S. & S. A. B8yo, 
London. x 


HF different articles of which Dr Percival 
L here treats, are conſidered in the ſame or- 
der in which they are arranged in the title-page. | 
He tells us, on the authority of Dr Hope, who 
derived this information from Captain Rainey, 
that the Columbo root grew originally on the 
continent of Aſia, and was from thence tranſ- 
planted to Columbo, a town in Ceylon, which 
now gives name to it, and ſupplies all India with 
it. | 


The 
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inches in diameter, and from a quarter of an inch 


are, an aromatic ſmell, and a diſagreeably bit- 
ter, and ſlightly pungent taſte. With regard to 
its medical properties, the author informs us, 
that Mr Johnſon, a ſurgeon of eminence, uſed it 
with great ſucceſs in the cure of. cholera morbus 
in the Eaſt Indies, Without uſing any means 
to cleanſe the ſtomach or bowels, he found that 
it ſoon ſtopt the vomiting; and that the purging 
and remaining complaints quickly yielded to the 
farther uſe of it. The doſe he gave was from 


rery three or four hours. Dr Percival informs 
us, that he has frequently obſerved ſalutary ef- 


and has more than once experienced its efficacy 
in the vomitings which attend the bilious cholic, 
He farther informs us, that, in bilious fevers, 
iiteen or twenty grains, with an equal or double 
quantity of vitriolated tartar, given every five or 
lx hours, produced very beneficial effects. By 
the advice of our author, Dr Haygarth of Cheſter 


\ 7. 
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The Columbo root is brought to this coun- 
try in circular pieces, from half an inch to three 


| to two inches in length. Its ſenſible qualities 


half a dram to two drams of the powder, e- 


fects from its uſe in diarrhoea and dyſentery ; 


tried it in an epidemic fever, of the bilious kind, 
| 1 5 and 
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and found, that, after the primae viae were un. 
loaded, it was a moſt uſeful remedy in allaying the 
nauſea and reachings to which patients were liable, 
and likewiſe in preventing relapſes. | 
Beſides theſe diſeaſes, the author recommend; 
Columbo root in the ſevere vomitings and diar- 
rhoea of children during dentition ; in a languid 
ſtate of the ſtomach, attended with want of ap- 
petite, indigeſtion, and flatulence; in habitual 
vomitings, proceeding from weakneſs or irritabi. 
lity of the ſtomach; and in the nauſea and vo- 
miting occaſioned by pregnancy. To illuſtrate 
theſe general obſervations, five gaſes are ſubjoined, 
after which, he proceeds to relate ſome experi- 
ments which he made with Columbo root. In 
theſe, his views ſeem principally to have been, 
to diſcover the moſt proper form of exhibiting 
this medicine, and to determine its power as an 
antiſeptic. | fy 
Upon infuſing Columbo root in rectified ſpiritof 
wine, in Fr ench brandy, Madeira wine, white wine, 
_ diſtilled water, white wine vinegar, and hard ſpring- 
water, he found that the tincture obtained by rec- 
tified ſpirit of wine, was conſiderably ſtronger than 
any of the reſt ; that the degree of impregnation 
obtained from the different menſtrua, was in the 

BEE order 
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order in which they are enumerated; that the 
infuſion of Columbo root is more periſhable than 


that of other bitters; and, that the addition of 
orange peel renders this infuſion leſs ungrateful 
to the ſtomach. 


In the third experiment, Dr Pereival deſcribes 
a proceſs for making an extract of Columbo root, 
which he frequently uſed, and found of equal, 
if not ſuperior efficacy to the powder itſelf, 


With regard to the antiſeptic power of Colum- 
bo root, it was found that beef kept longer ſweet 
in an infuſion of Peruvian bark, than in that Cofo- 


jumbo root. But that the infuſion of bark, added 


to putrid ox gall, inſtantly produced a coagulation, 


and conſiderably increaſed its foetor ; whereas, the 
infuſion of Columbo root united with it, and cor- 
reed its offenſive ſmell. This, Dr Percival ima- 


ines, ſerves to explain its action in cholera mor- 


bus, and renders it probable that it would prove 


very ſalutary in the yellow ver of the Weſt In- 


dies. 


From adding an infuſion of 3 root to 


the alimentary mixture, the author finds that it 


moderates the proceſs of digeſtion without ſu- 
pending it; and that it both prevents acidities, 
and neutralizes them after they are formed. 
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The laſt experiment here related, was made 
with a view of aſcertaining the action of Column. 
bo root on the heart and arteries. Upon finding 
that a ſcruple had no effect upon his pulſe, the 

author took half a dram of it, His pulſe then 
| beat eighty ſtrokes in a minute; but, in ten mi. 
nutes after taking the powder, it became fuller 
and ſlower by three ſtrokes. From this, he con- 
_ cludes, that the Columbo root does not belong to 
the claſs of heating bitters; and that it may be 


uſed with advantage in Phthiſis pulmonalis, and 
hectical caſes, to correct acrimony, and ſtrengthen 


the organs of digeſtion, 


The author next treats ofthe preparation, cul. 


ture, and uſe of the orchis root. From this root, | 


which grows well in a dry and not very fertile ſoil, 

is prepared ſalep, which forms a conſiderable part 
of the diet of the inhabitants of Turkey, Perſia, 
and Syria. The method of preparing the ſalep 
is as follows: The new root is to be waſhed in 
water, and the fine brown ſkin which covers it, 


is to be ſeparated by means of a ſmall bruſh, or 


by dipping the root in warm water, and rubbing 
it with a coarſe linen-cloth, The roots thus 


cleaned, are to be ſpread on a tin plate, and pla- 


ced in an oven, heated to the uſual degree, where 
9 


4 
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they are to remain fix or ten minutes. In this 


time they will have loſt their milky whiteneſs, and 
acquired a tranſparency like horn, without any 
diminution of bulk. Being arrived at this ſtate, 
they are to be removed in order to dry and hard- 
en in the air, which will require ſeveral days to ef- 
fect; or they may be dried in a few hours, by 
uſing a very gentle heat. | 


Salep, thus prepared, contains a great quantity 


of vegetable aliment; as a wholefomenouriſhment, 
it is much ſuperior to rice; and has the ſingular pro- 
perty of concealing the taſte of falt-water, Hence, 
to prevent the dreadful calamity of famine at ſea, 
it has been propoſed that the powder of it ſhould 
| conſtitute part of the proviſions. of every ſhip's 
company. With regard to its medical properties, 


the author obſerves, that its reſtorative, mucilagi- 
nous, and demulcent qualities, render it of con- 
ſiderable uſe in various diſeaſes, when employed. 


as aliment; particularly, in ſea ſcurvy, diarrhoea, 
dyſentery, ſymptomatic fever ariſing from the 


abſorption of pus, and the ſtone or gravel. From 


theſe conſiderations, Dr Percival recommends the 
culture of the orehis root as an object of conſide- 


rable importanee to the public, and highly merit · 


ing the attention of the rational farmer. 
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The author next preſents us with ſome experi: | 
ments and obſervations on the waters of Buxton 
and Matlock in Derbyſhire; The water of $i 

Ann's well at Buxton, is found to contain calca- 
reous earth, foſſil alkali, and ſea-ſalt, but in very 
ſmall proportion. The temperature of the bath 
is about 82 degrees of Fahrenheit's thermometer; 
and that of St Ann's well, which is a ſmaller 
body of water, is ſomewhat leſs. The water it. 


belk is tranſparent, ſparkling, and highly grateful | 


to the ſtomach. The experiments our author 
made with it were with a view of determining 
its effect upon the pulſe. Theſe experiments ha. 
ving evinced the heating qualities of Buxton wa- 
ter, Dr Percival ſuggeſts ſeveral precautions to 

be obſerved on the uſe of it. He adviſes that 
ſmall quantities only ſhould be drunk at a time; 
that the belly ſhould be kept open during its ule; 
and that, in beginning a courſe of this water, it | 
ſhould be allowed to remain ſome ſeconds in the 
glaſs before it be ſwallowed, that ſome part of 
the mineral ſpirit with which it abounds may be 
diſſipated. As the Honourable Mr Cavendiſh 
had diſcovered that iron may be ſuſpended | in 
water by means of fixed air, it appeared probable 
to our author, that a chalybeate impregnation 


might, 


2 


might, with facility, be communicated to the Bux- 


ton water. This he found confirmed by experi- 
ment; and he imagines that this artificial water, 
from its agreeable warmth volatility, levity, and 
gratefulneſs to the palate, will, in many 18 be 
preferable to natural chalybeate ſprings. 


Matlock water, the author obſerves, i is grate- 
ful to the palate and of an agreeable warmth ; 


but it ſhews no marks of any mineral ſpirit. From 


the experiments here narrated, it appears to be 
lightly impregnated with ſelenites or other ear- 


thy ſalts. But it does not ſeem to contain iron, 


| which it has generally been ſuppoſed to do. It ap- 


pears to have little efte& upon the pulſe, In its 
chemical and medicinal qualities, it greatly re- 


ſembles Briſtol water; but Dr Percival thinks, that 
it claims a preference to this laſt in hectic caſes, 
and other diſorders where the circulation is ra- 
pid and irregular, as it is leſs diſpoſed to quicken 


the pulſe, and may, therefore be taken in in larger ; 


quan 


We are next preſented with fomcablervitions 


on the medicinal uſes of fixed air. Having found 


that fixed air may be inſpired with impunity, Dr 


Percival has exhibited it as an antiſceptic, in more 


7. 
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ral of theſe caſes, the hectic fever was abated ; the 
matter expectorated became leſs offenſive 3 andin 
one which was treated by Dr Withering at Stat. 
ford, a perfect cure was performed. The author 
has likewiſe found fixed air to be of ſervice, when 
applied to foul ulcers and cancers, although, in 
the laſt, there be but little proſpect of a complete 
cure. He has alſo found it of great uſe in the 


In malignant fevers, the author propoſes that 
wines abounding with fixed air, or artificially 
impregnated with it, ſhould be adminiſtred, to 
check the ſeptic ferment and ſweeten the putrid 
colluvies of the primae viae. In putrid diarrhoea | 
and in dyſentery, he farther adviſes the injection 

of fixed air into the inteſtines. He propoſes, that, 
in place of fimple water, as directed by Dr Prieſt 
ly, an infuſion of malt ſhould be impregnated ' 
with fixed air, and is of opinion, that ſuch a me- 
dicinal drink might be preſeribed with great 
advantage in ſcrophulous complaints, and in thoſe 
diſorders in which general acrimony prevail 
A remedy capable of being applied to ſo many 
important purpoſes in medicine certainly well de- 
ſerves the attention of phyſicians. 


Te 
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The author next treats of the antiſeptic and 
ſweetening powers of fixed air, and of its va- 
Ueties. He is of opinion, with Dr MeBride, 
that fixed air has the power of both retarding 


and correcting putrefaction. The firſt of theſe 


effects, he imagines, may be aſcribed to its pre- 
venting the farther eſcape of fixed air from the 
ſeptic body; and the laſt, to its abſtracting from 
it and holding ſuſpended the putrid particles 


which it emits. With regrad to the varieties of 
fixed air, from our authors experiments, it ap- 
ears, that the fixed air generated by putrefac- 


tion poſſeſſes properties different from that ge- 
nerated by the breath of animals, and that the 
ſixed air of metals is of a kind different from that 


which is contained in alkalis and calcareous 


earth. 


We are next preſented with ſome obſervations 
on the noxious vapours of charcoal, communi- 


cated to the author by Dr Dobſon of Liverpool. 


The baneful influence of the vapours ariſing 


from burning charcoal has already been authen- 
ticated by many caſes, and has in general been 


aſcribed to ſuffocation. | But, from a caſe here 
related, as well as from ſexeral other hiſtories 


and obſervations referred to, It is alledged, that 
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theſe noxious vapours exert their effects on the brain | 
and nerves. For the recovery of thoſe who have 


been expoſed to ſuch vapours, it is propoſed, that 


they be carried into the open air, and that the 


air be fanned backwards and forwards to afliſt itz 
action; that that the face, mouth, and noſtrils, 


be repeatedly waſhed with cold water; and that, 


as ſoon as practicable, the patient be got to drink 


: ſome cold water. Beſides this, breathing into 


the mouth of the patient, frictions, cupping, bleed. | 
ing, and bliſtering, are likeways indicated. Dr 


Percival next fubjoins ſome obſervations on the 


atrabilis. He is of opinion, that it is no other 
than bile become acrid by ſtagnation in the veſica 
fellea, and rendered viſcid by the abſorption of 


its fluid parts. 


From the experiments of Sir John Pringle, i 
was concluded, that ſea ſalt, applied 1 in a ſmall 


quantity, quickens putrefaction. But, from the 


experiments of Dr Percival, it appears, that this 


quality is to be aſcribed to the impurity of the 
ſalt; and that, even when falt has this effect, i 
prevents the progrels of putrefaCtion beyond a 
certain degree. | | 
The author next ſubjoins ſome experiments 
on coffee. From theſe experiments it appears 
that It is s fightly altringent; that it moderates 
. alimentary 
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uimentary fermentation; and that it is power- 
fully ſedative. Its action on the nervous ſyſtem 
he ſuppoſes to depend on the oil it contains, which 
receives a ſlight empyreumatic Bavour by the 
procels of roaſting. 
To theſe experimental eſſays are annexed 
{cle& hiſtories of diſeaſes, of which the following 
are the principal: 1. A caſe of difficult de- 
glutition cured chiefly by the uſe of mercury. 2. 
Three caſes of dropſy, the firſt of which was re- 
moved by ſpontaneous vomiting ; the ſecond ter- 
minated fatally, and, upon diſſection, the right 
orartum was found very much enlarged and ſcir- 
nous; the third likewiſe ended in death, from a 
violent orthopnoea, which the author imagines pro- 
ceeded from anaſarca of the cellular membrane of 
the lungs. 3. A caſe of palſy ariſing from the ef. 
fluvia of lead, in which electricity was ſucceſsful. 
ly employed. 4. Two caſes of colic cured by 
the uſe of alum. This remedy is given from ten 
to twenty grains, mixed with an equal propor- 
tion of ſugar, gum arabic, or ſperma ceti. The 
author informs us, that, in about fifteen 8 
caſes, he has employed it with ſuch ſucceſs as 
induces him to. propoſe it to the trial of other 
phyſicians, 5. Four caſes of different diſcaſes, 
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in which the warm bath was ſucceſsfully em. 
ployed. 6. Some miſcellaneous caſes and oh. 


ſervations, in which, among other things, we 


have ſome account of the Ajava feed, celebrated 


in Faſt Indies for the cure of colic; and of the 
remedy propoſed by Mr White of York as a fol. 


vent of biliary calculi, which appears to be alcohol 
ſaturated with oleum terbinthinae aethereum. 


This valuable treatiſe is concluded with a pro- 


poſal for eſtabliſhing more accurate bills of mor- 


tality. On this ſubjeQ, he propoſes, 1. That a 


table of chriſtenings, marriages, and burials be kept 
in every place of religious worſhip, to be formed 
into one general bill, and publiſhed quarterly or 


annually. 2. That the table of chriſtenings ſpecify 
the males and females who are baptized, and the 
table of deaths expreſs the males, who die under 


the ſeveral denominations of children, batchelors, 


married men, and widowers; and the females who 
die under the correſponding denominations of 


children, maidens, married women, and widows. 
| 3. That the ages under five be ſpecified by ſingle 


years, and afterwards by periods of five or ten 


years. 4. That the bills of mortality expreſs par- 


ticularly the number dying of each diſeaſe, in the 


| le veral diviſions of life, and different ſeaſons of the 
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year. For this purpoſe, he propoſes that two ta- 
bles ſhould be kept, the one of deaths, the other 
of diſeaſes. The ſcheme might certainly be car- 
ried into execution, with no great degree of trou- 
ble; and, if conducted with accuracy, would un- 
queſtionably afford the moſt important inſtructi- 
ons to the philoſopher as well as the phyſician. 


VIII. 


Experiments and Obſervations on the following Sub- 
jedts. 1ſt, On the Preparation, Calcination, and 
medicinal U ſes of Magnęſia Alba. 2.0nthe ſolvent 
Qualities of calcined Magnefz ia. 3. Onthe Variety 
inthe ſolvent Powers of Quick-lime, when uſed in | 
different Quantities. 4. On various Abſorbents, 
as promoting or retarding Putreſaction. 5. On 
the comparative aniiſceptic Powers of Vegetable 
Infufions prepared with Lime, &c, 6. On the 
 feveetening Properties of fixed Air] by Thomas . 
n Apothecary. 8 vo, London. 


N the firſt chapter of this treatiſe, the 
author ſets out with giving us an ac- 


count of an * method for preparing 
3 magneſia 
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magneſia alba, which he was induced to publiſh 


from obſerving that the magneſia generally to be 
found in the ſhops, is either extremely coarſe, or, 
which is ſtill worſe, often ſophiſticated with calca. 


reous ſubſtances, differing e From true mag 
neſia. 


Magneſia was originally prepared from a liquor 
called the mother of nitre. Hoffman prepared it 
from the bittern remaining aſter the cryſtallization 
of ſea ſalt. And Dr Black employed the facit. 


- ous Epſom ſalt for the fame purpoſe. The author 
ol the treatiſe now before us, directs that i It thould 


be prepared 1 in the following manner, 


Diſſolve, ſays he, any quantity of ſal catharti- 
cus amarus, commonly called Epſom ſalt, in its 


own weight of water, filter the liquor, and add 


to it, by degrees, a filtrated ſolution of pearl 
aſhes in an equal quantity of water, ſtirring them 


_ gently, until the mixed liquors have acquired the 
appearance of a complete coagulum, then ceaſe 


adding any more of the alkaline lixivium; and ha- 


ving diluted the precipitate, and mixed it intimate- 


ly with a {mall quantity of hot water, immediately 


throw the mixture into a large quantity of boiling 
water : Keep it boiling for a quarter of an hour, 


then 


bh | 


then take it out, and put it into glazed earthen 
veſſels. As ſoon as the powder has ſubſided, and 
before the water be quite cold, pour. it off, and 
add a freſh quantity of boiling water; repeat theſe | 
ablutions with ſeveral parcels of hot water, till the 
liquor has entirely loit its ſaline taſte. Then let 
it be ſo agitated as to ſuſpend the finer parts of 
the powder; in which ſtate, decant it into other 
veſſels, And having ſeparated the water from the 
magneſia, by inclination, put it on large chalk ; 
ſtones, till a conſiderable part of the humidity be 
abſorbed. Then wrap it up in ſheets of white pa- 
per, and dry it before the fire. Pour hot water 


on the remaining powder, ſtir it, decant it in its 
turbid ſtate, and ſeparate the magneſia from the 


water as before. By theſe means, adds he, the 
whole or molt of it will be reduced to an equal de- 
gree of fineneſs. 


In this proceſs, the author 8 that parti - 
cular attention ſnould be paid to the purity of the 
water. He prefers rain water collected free from 
impurity, or clear river water. The drying, he 
tells us, ſhould be performed with expedition; for 
which reaſon, the chalk-ſtones ſhould be expoſed ; 
to a moderate degree of heat. He concludes, 
with direcking, that the veſſels ſhould be carefully 

. covered, 
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covered, that no duſt may enter, and that clean. 
lineſs ſhould be particularly ee to DN 
the whole proceſs. 


Alter this account of the proceſs for making 
magneſia, Mr Henry next preſents us with ſome 
miſcellaneous obſervations. Magneſia, he ob- 


ſerves, poſſeſſes a purgative power, which the cal. 
careous earths entirely want. This he aſcribes 
to its forming with all the acids a purging falt, 
| . he farther alledges, that it is to be conſider- 
= cd as an earth ſui generis, and is even of itſelf 
in ſome degree purgative, independent of its j junc- 
1 | tion with any acid. With regard to Dr Cado- 3 
$3 gan's procels for making magneſia, he ablerva 
that the proportion of lixivium tartari to the fal 
catharticus amarus is greatly inſufficient to preci- 
pitate the magneſia, and that the preference Which 
the Doctor gives to ſal tartari over potaſhes, is not 
well founded, and PORN Way 8 an a. ree * 
ſmement. 


Mr Dale Ingram had edged, that pure mag- 
neſia could not be prepared from factitious Epſom 


ſalt, but was to be obtained only from Epſom Wa- 


ters. To this, Mr Henry replies, that _magieſia 
varth is univerſally allowed to be the ſame, from 


whatever ſubſtance it be obtained, provided it be 
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ed with great trouble and expence, as, in order 
to procure a ſingle pound of magneſia, it will be 
neceſſary for him to evaporate above. ſixty gallons 


begins the precipitation. 


enumerate the medical properties of magneſia. 


cid in the ſtate of efferveſcence, as the fixed air, 


1 mild neutral falt, it may act as dn excellent ale 


1 
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ſeparated 1 in a pure ſtate; and that Mr Ingram' 8 
proceſs, while it has no advantage, muſt be attend 


| of water, to between five and fix W dene he f 


The author proceeds, in the third chapter to 


He ſets out with mentioning its utility as an ab- 
ſorbent, in diſorders of the ſtomach and bowels by 
niling from acidity. It has been eſteemed hurt- 
ful in bilious habits, where there is a diſpoſition | 20 
in the ſtomach contrary to acidity. Of this, how- 5 
erer, our author is doubtful; and, where putrid a 
bile is to be corrected, he thinks good purpoſes bo 
may be anſwered, by taking magneſia, with an a- 


* thus extricated, will correct the putridity of the 
contents of the inteſtines, while they are, at the 
fame time, evacuated downwards. Although he 
does not poſitively aſſert that it is uſeful in diſeaſes 


| of the ſkin, yet he is of opinion, that, in Gielf cas © 
| fes, from entering the circulation in the form of 


terative, proving _ diaphorctic and diur ic. 3 
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Having given this detail of the nails pro« 

a perties of magneſia in its natural ſtate, he next 
Proceeds to treat of calcined magneſia. He agree, 
with Dr Black in thinking that the changes produ- 

ced on magneſia by calcination ariſe from its being 
thus deprived of fixed air. When employed in 
this ſtate for medical purpoſes, he tells us, that 

it produces none of thoſe difagreeable effects in 

the ſtomach which ariſe from the extrication of 
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the fixed air of uncalcined magneſia; and that 
at proves nearly as operient as a double quantity of | 
uncalcined magneſia. He is of opinion, that it 
may be uſeful in diſtenſions of the bowels, ariſing 
from flatus ; that it may be ſucceſsfully employed 
as a cathartic with patients labouring under the 
| ſtone, who are uſing the lixivium ſaponaceum; ; 
and that, joined with warm aromatics, it may be 
of ſervice in correcting the great flatulency which 
ſo much afflicts people of a gouty diſpoſition, = 


. 1 


rr , 


In the fixth chapter, the author- conſiders the 
action of various abſorbents as promoting or re- 
tarding putrefaction. We are here preſented 
with eight experiments. From the firſt, it appears 
that magneſia, in common with other abſorbents, 
proves conſiderably antiſeptic to animal fleſh, The 
ſecond, on the contrary, ſhews, that calcined mag- 
N 15 . 
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* is poſleſſed of ſtrong antiſeptic powers. But, 
1 the third and fourth experiments, when mag- 


eln was added to ox-gall, it retarded putrefac- 


gon very conſiderably, whether applied in a na- 


tural or a caleined ſtate. And, from the fifth and ; 
{;xth experiments, we farther learn, that magneſia 
has a power of ſweetening ox-blle already pu- 
trid. 

In the ſeventh experiment, the uttior compares 
the relative ſeptic powers of different abſorbents. 


Bile, mixed with crab's eyes, grew putrid in for- 


ty-cight hours; with chalk, in twelve hours; with 
magneſia, on the ninth. day ; ; with pulvis e chelts _ 
cancrorum, on the tenth ; with pulvis contrayervae 
compoſitus it was preſerved free from corruption | 
for about three weeks; and, with calcined magne- 
ſha, no change was obſerved upon it for above the 
ſpace of a month. By the laſt experiment, it was 
found, that chalk and magneſia, neutralized with N 
diſtilled vinegar, preſerved bile ſeveral days 
longer than a ſolution of the artificial Epſom ſalt. 
From theſe experiments, Mr Henry concludes, that 
All teſtaceous and abſorbent medicines are by no 


means improper in fevers of a putreſcent type; 


that, where bile is ſuſpected to be the cauſe of any, 
Pr diſeaſe, tale antiſeptics owe be , | 
bed 
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ference to theſe; and that, where an acid caco. 
ken immediately before or after meal-time, may, 


nimal food, be of very good ſervice. 


for aſcertaining the ſolvent powers of calcined 


turated with reſinous gums, promoted their ſolu. 
tion in water ; but, at the ſame time, that it com- 
municated to them a highly diſagreeable taſte, 
From Mr Henry's experiments, it appears that 

magneſia, while it has an equal power in promo- 
ting ſolution, is not attended with this inconveni- 
ence. Thus, therefore, we. have an eaſy and very 
elegant method of preparing aqueous tinctures 
from the gum- reſins. Theſe tinctures, however, 


| Amen when they Rye been kept for a week or 
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bed which particularly. mole its corruption; 
that, as calcined magneſia is a more powerful an. 
tiſeptie than moſt other abſorbents, it merits a pre. 


chymy prevails, magneſia, or other abſorbents, ta. 


by increaſing the putrefactive fermentation of a. 


The ſeventh chapter contains ſome experiment 


magneſia. Dr M*Bride had found, that lime, tri. 


he obſerves, are calculated only for extempora- 
neous preſcription, as moſt of them depoſite a ſe- 


In the eighth chapter, the author treats of the 
various ſolvent powers of quick. lime in different 


quanti 
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quantities. As a menſtruum, well calculated for 
diſſolving vegetable aſtringents, ſeemed to be a 
deſideratum in pharmacy, he reſolved to try how 
far the ſolvent power of water could be crea 
by means of quick-lime. With a view of aſcer- : 
aining this, a determined quantity of Aleppo a 
galls, Oak-bark, Peruvian bark, Snake-root, Co- 
lumbo root, Contrayerva root, Jalap, Ipecacuan, 
and Rhubarb, were each rubbed, for an equal 
length of time, with four ounces of rain- water; 
with two ſcruples of quick-lime, and the fame 
quantity of rain-water as before; Lad with four „ 
ounces of lime-water. . 

From the reſult of theſe eps itappllite: | 
ed, that the addition of quick-lime triturated with "I 
the roots, impeded their ſolution in water. This 4» 
the author aſeribes to the lime being 1 in greater FD 
quantity than the vegetable could faturate with 
fixed air, by which means, the water would be- 
come ſo impregnated with lime, as to be unfit 88 
act upon the vegetable. But, it farther appear- : 
ed, that lime · water extracted the ſoluble parts of 
many altringent vegetables, and eſpecially. their 
colouring principles, more e than dll 
ed water. 3 
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beef were put into them. From what appeared 
upon this trial, he concludes „ that lime-water, 
when uſed in ſuch a quantity, in extracting the 


the fixed air it receives from them, ſtrongly coun. 
teracts putrefaction, although it deſtroy the tex. 


proportion as to be fully ſaturated with air, it in. 
creaſes the antiſeptic power of the vegetable, and 


with conſidering the ſweetening properties of 


ful by thoſe afterwards publiſhed by Dr Alex- 
ander. The experiments with which we are 
3 here preſented were made with a view of deter: 
; mining this point. They are three in number; 
and the reſult of them ſhews, that fixed ar 
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Mr Henry next proceeds to examine the com, 
parative antiſeptic powers of the different infuſions 
above mentioned. With this view, pieces of 


virtues of vegetables, as not to be ſaturated with 


ture of animal bodies expoſed to its action. But, 
when employed for the ſame purpoſe, in ſuch ; 


does not diminiſh coheſion in the fibres of animal 
bodies expoſed to its action. | 
Mr Henry concludes this ingenious treatiſe | 


fixed air. The experiments of Dr M*Bride on 
this ſubje& were rendered in ſome degree doubt- 


' powerfully corrects the foetor of putrid fub- 
aners. By ſome 1 it has been ſuppoſed, that tlis 
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property of fixed air mügbt depend on the acid 
it contained; but, from ſix experiments which 

are here related, there ſeems to be no foundation 

for ſuch a ſuppoſition. He concludes, there- 


fore, that it muſt be aſcribed to ſome other "otras 
ciple not yet aſcertained. 


1 þ 


DelP. azione del Cuore ne” ” Voſs 1 nuove cof | 
ſervazioni dell' Abate Spallanzani, Sac rdote 
della Congregazione della B. Vergine, "bs 
S. Carlo di Modena. Profeſſore di Filoſofia nell? 
U niverſitẽ tae Collegio de Nobili, e Membro 22 : 
| Sxcieti Reale di Londra. vo, Modena. * 


 LTHOUGH we have not had an e | 
A ty of examining this ingenious treatiſe itſelf, - 
yet we flatter ourſelves that the account here * 
given of it, which is taken from the laſt volume | 
of the Leipſick Commentaries, will not. be un- 
acceptable to moſt of our readers. e | 


This work is written in the form of letters to ; 


Dr Haller, and contains obſervations concerning "IM 
the motion of the blood, made upon a plan which 


he himſelf had before pointed out. It may, how- 
tier, be obſerved, that the experiments of Haller 


2 were 


2 
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this author upon the water ſalamander. The trez. 
tiſe itſelf is divided into ſix chapters, which treat 
9 action of the heart upon the largeſt, 


the ſmalleſt, the middle- ſized, and the largel - 


| Foy heart can be diſtinctly ſeen through the per 
cardium, which is exceedingly thin. He obſerves, 
however, that the heart, while included in the Peri 


he that membrane 1 is cut away. In the firſt caſe, it 
aſcends in a curve line from the left towards the 


f right fide ; but,! in the laſt caſe, it aſcends perpen- 


falamanders, he could never diſcover one in which 
the liquor pericardii was wanting. He obſerves, 
that the blood ruſhing into the auricle aſſumes a 
reder colour than it had before, which he aſeribesto 
its being aceumulated in greater quantity. The blood 
in the aorta, he tells us, does not flow in a continued 
ſtream; and, after an animal had been long ſub- 


| ments at which this veſſel Was entirely empty. 


Nr 
* 


* 


were made principally upon frogs, and thoſe gt 


RD, watts wag” 


the middle-ſized, and the ſmalleſt arteries, upon 


veins. . 


Upon bare open the thorax, the motion of 


cardium, does not, in its diaſtole, raiſe itſelf ſo higha 


dicularly. After examining a hundred and fifty 


jected to an experiment, he could diſcover mo- 


1 
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een 


mal be very lively, the motion is in 1 mea · 


tated, the blood LOVER flower in their 
than in the ſyſtole. , 5 At length, in their diaſtole, 
che motion cither ceaſes entirely or is retrograde. 


can be diſcovered in the blood, unleſs ben th 
> a rupture of veſſels; and then it forms 
bules much larger than thoſe of the blood. 0 


The ſmalleſt or capillary arteries," ever 


* © 8 
3 


allow a pa 
theſe, the blood moves only alittle e e In 
the middle- ſized arteries. Ws u 

ig long tormented; the oſci 


ther. This auth. 


n 1. 5 


ſure uniform. But, upon the animals bein ng debi- 
jaffole 


This flux and reflux, 0 our author terms an oſeillato- $ 
y motion. This oſcillation in the weſentery ſeems 6 
to begin: at the ſame inſtant, both in the trunk 
and ſmall branches. But; in the lungs, it ſeems 4 
to begin! in the mall arteries, and proceed gradu- 1 
ally to the larger branches. No airy he tells u, 


* i 


obſervable in the body, are not all Saane 5 ts 
aflage only for one globule of blood. In 


pgs wo er in ü om, ; 5 and | he 
r, as well as Dr ; Haller, die- 7 
vered that 1 Tok e ”* Wore 1 cert a. 
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which are inviſible. 


5 globules change their figure or not. Fonta. 
na, however, had obſerved this in the pulmena. 
ry veſlels of frogs. And our author confirms it 


the falamander... He obſerved particulatly, that, 
where theſe veſſels formed an acute angle, the 


; globules aſſume a ſemilunar figure, and did not 
recover their former ans till Aa had ys ed 
e LOTION | 


| a ae Dr Haller had not been able to diſcover 
5 the beginning of veins in the meſentery of a frop, 


The ſize of the ſmalleſt veins which he diſcovered, 


; ncar in contact with the ſides of the 
the ſpace detween them eould not be meaſured, 
1 From experiments, he found, that the ſmalleſt | 
_ veins are ſubject to the motion of the heart; and, 

while 1 its vigour remained entire, he could diſco- 
ver no difference between the celerity of the 
9 blood's motion in theſe and in the ſmall arteries. 
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ameter, ſwim in dine fluid, RG parties of 


Dr Haller was METY; to diſcover ner the 


from his obſervations on the veſſels in the gills of 


His next bb lden i are upon Ws venous us fy 


nor could Spallanzant i in that of ' a-ſalamander, 


was ſuch, that a ſingle globule could move in. them 
without friction; but, at the ſame time, it came ſo 


veſſel that 


. 


branches, ahen many of theſe” joined toge 
But this celerity was not equally encreaſed, wher 0 5 
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But, open the force of the heart being weakened, 


the celerity of the blood's motion began to languiſh 
jn the ſmall veins, before it did fo in the ſmall arte - 


cies. He found, that the motion of the blood in 
the trunks of veins was greater "than in the * 


a ſmall number of branches joined top 


difference of celerity, he obſerved” to "extend to 
che conjunction of even the ſmalleſt bi 


Dr Haller had obſerved, that, uben a fall : 
branch of a vein being inſerted } into a larger, the 
celerity of the blood's motion inthe latter, was of- 


ten ſo great as to impede. the ingreſs of blood N 


from the former. This the author found parti- 0 
cularly confirmed in the inſtance of the ſmall veins, 
which after creeping upon the aorta form them- 
ves into a « mall an and then land i in the von | 


3 Fi ELSE. 
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With n to che i nic a9 el veins, the au- 


thor obſerves, that he could diſcoyer no. diffe- 


rence between the colour of the blood in theſe 


and 1 in arteries of the ſame ſize. This he adduces | 


as a farther confirmation that the change of co - 
lour in the blood depends entirely on the aggre= | 
gation of the globules, In the meſentery he found | 
the veins both more numerous and larger? in di. 


4% m E U 1 


ameter than the arteries. But, if the animal was 
vigorous, the motion of the blood in both was e- 
qual, except that the impulſe of the heart could 
not be diſtinguiſhed in the veins. In the trunk of 
the pulmonary vein, however, he diſeovered an 
uncommon velocity, the motion of the blood here 
being about two-thirds quicker than in the other 
middle-ſized veins. While the circulation con- 
tinued vigorous, he could not diſcover whether 

the blood moved more quickly 1 in the axis of the 
veins or at the ſides. But, when the circulation 
became languid, the former of theſe, evidently 
took place. By lightly wounding, a vein, as 
well as an artery, globules of elaſtie air can, 
with facility, be introduced! into the blood. 


In the laſt chapter, the author treats of the 
largeſt- ſized veins, that is, of the ſuperior and 
inferior cava. The celerity of the blood in theſe 
he did not find to be greater than in the middle- 
ſized veins. The blood in the ſuperior « cava had 
not an equable motion, but entered the heart in 
alternate waves; and the pulſation of either vena 
cava was found to be varied in proportion to its 


ſize. The author concludes this treatiſe with » 
| gain illuſtrating, by new examples, the effect 
Which the inſertion of ſmall veins into larger ones 


has n the celerit of the blood. . 
ey 4 IX, Me 
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Memoire fur un Moyen de diſoudre la Refine 


Caontchouc, connue preſentement. ſous le nom 
de Refine ẽlaſtique de Cayenne, et de la faire 


reparoitre avec toutes ſes qualities. Par M. 
Macquer. Vid. Hiſtoine de L' Academie Rexale 
dies Nene Annbe 1 ade 49, Paris. 


IHE properties of this: + ain which is 


ſingular productions of the vegetable kingdom. 
No ſubſtance is yet known which is at the fame 
time ſo pliable and ſo elaſtic; and it is farther a 
matter of curioſity, as being capable of Niiking 
the action of very powerful menſtrua. 


From che account of M. de la Condamine, we : 


learn, that this ſubſtance ouzes out, under the 
form of a vegetable milk, from incifions made in 
a certain ſpectes of tree in the country in which it 
is found. This liquor gradually dries, and is for- 
med into a ſubſtance of the appearance of leather, 
which is in a very high degree pliable and elaſtic; 

T 3 3 _ white 


found i in differ ent parts of South Ame- 
rica and Aſia, render it one of the moſt ; 


| 
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while at the ſame time it poſſeſſes a conſiderable 
degree of ſolidity. On account of theſe proper. 
ties, the Omaguas, a numerous nation on the 
banks of the river of the Amazons, employ this 
reſin, while yet in a ſtate of milk, for making dif. 
ferent utenſils, as goblets, bottles, and the like, 
As the ſame properties would render it of ſingu- 
lar utility for many other purpoſes in arts, philo- 
ſophers have long wiſhed to diſcover ſome method 
of diſſolving it in ſuch a manner that it could a. 
ſame different figures with equal eaſe, as when in 
its original ſtate of milk. In the memoir now be- 
fore us, we have an account of the manner in 
which this end may be effected. 


The ſtate of vegetable milk in which the'Caout- 
chouc reſin is found when it comes from the 
tree, led Mr Macquer to imagine, that it was 
compoſed of an oil and a watery matter. From its 
wanting aromatic flavour, from its little volatility, 
and from its being incapable of ſolution in ſpirit 
of wine, he concluded that the oil which entered 
its compoſition was not an eſſential, but a fatty 
one. Hence he thought it probable, that it paſſed 
from a fluid to a ſolid form, by the evaporation 
of the watery part; and that the oily ſolvents 


would reduce it to a ſoft ſtate. 
N N . The 
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The firſt trials he made for diſſolving it were 
with lintſeed oil, eſſence of turpentine, and ſeve- 
ral others. But all he could obtain by means of 
theſe menſtrua, was a viſcid ſubſtance incapable of 
being hardened, and totally void of elaſticity. | 
The rectified eſſential oil of turpentine was em- 
ployed with ſeemingly greater ſucceſs. To ſepa- 
rate from this menſtruum the caoutchouc which 
it had diflolved, Mr Macquer added ſpirit of wine 
to it. But the conſequence was, that part only 
of the oil united with the ſpirit, the reſt remained 
obſtinately attached to the reſin which it had diſ- 
ſolved, and thus prevented it from aſſuming a ſo- 
Id conſiſtence. 
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The author next edna to gaht it hy 
means of heat in Papin's digeſter. But neither 
water nor ſpirit of wine, although, in this way, 
capable of ſoftening the hardeſt bones, could pro- 
duce any other effect upon it, than to render it 
more firm than before. Aſter this, he tried what 
effect the milky juice of other vegetables would 
have upon it. He uſed ſeveral Kinds, particularly 
that of the fig. But, in this way, he could obtain 
no ſolution. From the great volatility of acther, 
he was next induced to try it as a menſtruum; 
and for this purpoſe prepared ſome with great at- 
„* tention. 
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tention. The caoutchouc eut into little bits, and 
put into a proper veſſel, with as much of this ae. 
ther as was ſufficient to cover it, was perfectly dig. 
ſolved without any other heat than that of the at. 
moſphere. This ſolution was tranſparent and of 


an amber colour. It ſtill preſerved the ſmell of 


the aether, but mixed with the diſagreeable odour 
of the caoutchouc, and it was a little leſs fluid 
than pure aether. Upon its being thrown into 
water, no milky liquor was produced, but there 
roſe to the ſurface a ſolid membrane which poſſeſ. 
ſied the great elaſticity and other s ma 
ties of the caoutchouc. 


The Indian method of inning bottles, 8 
and other utenſils of the caoutchouc, is by 
making moulds of clay, which they cover with 
thin layers of the caoutchouc, taking care never 
to lay on a freſh one till the former be dry. Af. 
ter it has acquired the proper thickneſs, by an in- 
ſtrument fitted for the purpoſe, they take out 
the clay. 


The fene proceſs may * followed in . 1 
ing veſſeis of the caoutchouc diſſolved in acther, | 
But, in forming ſmall veſſels, Mr Macquer did 
not employ moulds of clay, but of wax, which 
were eaſily removed by throwing the veſſel, after 
it was finiſhed, into boiling water. 


X 


X. 
Diſertatio medica inauguralis, de Balned; Aus. 
tore Bartholomzo Parr, TY Edinburgi. 


N this diſſertation on the warm bath, the.; Aus 
[ thor confines himſelf entirely to the effects 


of ſimple warm water. He divides his ſubjęct 


into four parts. In the firſt, he treats 'of the 
elfects of the warm bath; in the ſecond, of its uſe 


in diſeaſes ; in the third, of its abuſe ; ang 1 in the 


fourth, of its adminiſtration. 


He obſerves, that the efteQs of the warm bath 
on the ſimple folids, and on the ſecretions, 


have been accurately detailed ; but that the 


changes it induces on the pulſe, and on the heat 
of the body, have either been entirely neglected 
or conſidered only, at leaſt in as far as they have 
been the ſubject of experiment, in a ſlight and 
curſory manner. Hence, to aſcertain theſe 
changes more exactly, he has made many ex- 
periments on different people, with the reſult 
of which we are here preſented. + 
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thermometer to 96 degrees, he found that the 
heat of the body and the pulſe were either not 
changed, or were ſo in a flight degree only. The 
ſuperficial veins did not ſwell in the bath, But, 
after coming out of it, the urine was diſcharged 
in a larger quantity then uſual, and the perſpi. 
ration ſeemed to be encreaſed. | 

With the water at 98 degrees, the heat of the body 
was not changed ; the pulſe was very little quicken- 
ed; and, after an hour, returned to its natural ſtate, 


The face was ſomewhat ſwelled and red, and was 
alſo a little moiſt ; but there was no apparent 


ſweat upon it. After coming out of the bath at 
tius heat, the pulſe ſeemed leſs frequent than na- 


tural, and a very copious perſpiration enſued. 


At a hundred degrees, in a man whoſe pulſe 
was naturally fixty, after twenty-five minutes con- 
tinuance in the bath, it was raiſed to ſeventy-two, 


and became fuller than natural. The heat of his 
body was increaſed two degrees, his face began to 
ſweat, but not copiouſly. The- ſuperficial veins 


in other parts of the body were ſcarcely ſwelled; 
the cuticle was much wrinkled ; and, at length, 
ſome degree of giddineſs came on. After coming 
out, his pulſe ſeemed flower than natural, and 

eee there 
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there was no ſweat, but a copious perſpira- 
tion. | . 

At a hundred and two degrees, the pulſe, in 
half an hour, was encreaſed thirty-two ſtrokes in 
minute; and the heat of the body was aug- 
mented four degrees. The face ſoon became 
fluſhed; and, after ten minutes continuance in 
the bath, ſweat ſtood in drops upon it. On co- 
ming out, the perſon was put in a bed between 
blankets, and ſweated profuſely. But, in a ſhort 
time, the pulſe and heat of the body returned to 
the natural ſtandard. | 


Ata hundred and Gi degrees, the pulſe and 
heat were as much increaſed in twenty minutes 
s in the laſt experiment after half an hour. 
When the water came up to the thorax, the 
breathing was frequent and laborious. The ſu- 
perficial veſſels were much ſwelled, and the face 
very red, while the ſweat ran down it in full 
ſtreams. . The cuticle continued ſmooth, and 
there was no remarkable anxiety ; but, after twen- 
ty minutes, a flight vertigo enſued. The ſweat, 
upon coming out of the bath, was very copious ; 
and it was a quarter of an hour before the heat 
and pulſe returned to the natural ſtandard, - _ 

5 +. At 


At a hundred and ſix degrees, all the ſymp. 
toms mentioned in the laſt experiment were myg 
increaſed. The heat of the water was almoſt | Ih 
tolerable. A vertigo and confuſion Came on in 
five minutes ; and, in a quarter of an hour, nau. 
ſca and faintiſhneſs enſued. On coming out, the 
ſweat was ſtill more copious than before. The 
heat of the body ſoon returned to its natur 
ſtate; but, cven after half an hour, the pulſe Ril 
continued fuller and quicker than natural. 


The effects of the pediluvium were nearly the 
fame with thoſe of the warm bath; but the chan. 
ges from equal degrees of heat were leſs conf. 
derable. The veſſels in the feet were ſoon ſwell. 
ed from it; but it required ſome time before any 
change took place in thoſe of the hands. 


After narrating theſe experiments, the 1 
proceeds to conſider the cauſes of the effech 
which have been pointed out. And, firſt, he 
treats of the changes induced on the ſimple ſolids, 
Of theſe, he thinks, the cuticle only 1s relaxed by 
the heat and moiſture of the warm bath; for it 
ſeems to prevent watery fluids from paſſing it; 
and, even if they ſhould paſs, a cellular ſubſtance 


filled with oil would prevent their farther pros 
greſs, 


The | 
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The changes which warm bathing has, in ge- 
ſeral, been ſuppoſed to produce upon the blood, 
ire an increaſe of its fluidity and its bulk. The 
firſt of theſe he allows may happen, both in con- 
ſequence of an abſorption of water, and of be- 


inning putrefaction. He thinks, however, that 
it will, in moſt caſes, be obviated by the ſecre- 
ions being increaſed. With regard to the in- 


creaſe of bulk, he entertains many doubts. | He 
oblerves, that there is no rule by which we can, 


a friori, determine the expanſility of any fluid. 

Sauvages and Haller had endeavoured to determine 
this ſubje& by experiments upon the blood = 
into a thermometer; from which they concluded, 
that it poſſeſſed but a ſmall degree of expanſility. 


But our author is of opinion, that theſe experi- 
ments cannot be entirely truſted, as, in letting the 


blood, ſome portion of 1 it, particularly an aerial 
matter, flies away. Upon this, however, its ex- 


panſility may depend. But, after all, he is in- 


dined to believe, that the great ſwelling of the 
rcins obſervable upon warm bathing cannot be 
ſolely produced by an expanſion of the blood, 


but muſt, in ſome degree, be owing to a diminiſh- 


| ed tone of the containing veſſels. 


After this, he proceeds to conſider the chan- 


ges induced o on the nervous ſyſtem. He ſets out 
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with adducing ſome proofs, that a ſympathy ſib. 
ſiſts between the extreme veſſels and other parts, 
and, on this footing, proceeds to explain theſ 
changes. He is of opinion, that, by the immedixs 


contact of warm water, the extreme veſſels wil in 
be relaxed; and that this relaxation will, by ſym. 24 
pathy, be communicated to other parts. Hence, an) 
the ſhrivelled ſkin, the foft and full pulſe, th tio! 
{ſwelling of the veins, and the debility and increq. fro 
ſed ſenſibility of the nervous power. But this re. cee 
laxation ſeldom occurs, without ſome appearance To 
of a ſtimulus, which ſeems to depend upon the col 
heat of the water. In conſequence of this, the dif 
pulſe becomes more frequent, the ſurface {wells, ſin 
and the excretions are increaſed. The frequent wir 
and laborious reſpiration depends, „ he thinks, on Te 
the rarefaction of the air in the lungs, which com- by 
preſſes the blood - veſſels, and brings on a difficulty! 1 
in the circulation, which can only | be remedied by * 
an increaſed Inſpiration, pr 
Having thus cadeavored to point out, and ex 2 
plain the effects of the warm bath, the author next 5 
proceeds to treat of its ule. As its only conſtant 4 
and conſiderable effects ariſe from a change in the 50 
vital ſolids, it is, he obſerves, from ſuch a change s 


alone that any indications can be drawn. The 
Wy 
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two principal effects of this kind are e ſtimulant and 
ſedative. 


As a ſedative, che warm bath, he tells us, may 


be uſed, 1/7, To relax the extreme veſſels, and, 
in conſequence of that, the whole ſyſtem. And, 
2dly, To produce derivatian to the ſurface, or to 
any particular part. With the firſt of theſe inten- 
tions, it is uſed, he tells us, in diſeaſes ariſing 
from too little irritability, and in thoſe which pro- 
ceed from a contraction of the muſcular fibres. 
To illuſtrate this, ſome obſervations are ſubjoined 


concerning the ule of the warm bath in particular 


diſeaſes. The diſeaſes which he conſiders as ari- 


ing from diminiſhed irritability are melancholy 
and hy pochondriaſis. And thoſe of which he 


treats as ariſing. from increaſed contraction, are 


byſteria, epilepſy, tetanus, fever, ſmall- pox, plague, | 


haemorrhagy, phlegmaſiae, amenorrhoea, ileus, 
calculus, and tuſſis convulfiva. From its power of 
producing derivation, it is uſeful, he tells us, in 
diſeaſes depending on acrimony, and on altered 
determination. He illuſtrates the firſt of theſe 


by ſome remarks on its employment! in cutaneous 


diſcaſes, hydrophobia, and ſyphilis; and the laſt, 


by ſome obſervations on its uſe in diarrhoea and 
long continued catarrh. 


$64 ME DIG A465 


As a ſtimulus, warm bathing, he obſerves, it 
uſed only to increaſe the nervous power, whey 
morbidly diminiſhed. To illuſtrate this, he offer 
ſome remarks on its employment in palſy, chronic 
_ rheumatiſm, and contraQed limbs. 
The author next proceeds to treat of the 2. 
buſe of warm bathing. The inconvenience; 
thence ariſing are derived from the ſame ſources 
which are the foundation of its uſe, that is, fron 
its ſtimulant and ſedative powers. As a ſedative, 
he obſerves, it is hurtful in chloroſis, amenor. 
rhoea depending upon debility, and ſcurvy, In 
this veiw likeways, when the heat is much in. 
creaſed, it becomes hurtful in tetanus, hyſteria 
50 plague, and putrid fever. As a ſtimulus, it i; 
hurtful where any of the viſcera are obſtructed, 
where there are crudities in the primae viae. 

It is alſo to be forbid with thoſe liable to haemor- 
rhagies, and with pregnant women. The author 
farther obſerves, that Hoffman has remarked its 
producing fatal conſequences after a fit of anger; 

and, laſtly, he is of opinion, that it will be hurt- 
ful to aſthmarics, from the difficulty of — 
which it occaſions. 


The laſt ſubje& of which our author bail treats, | 
is the adminiſtration of the warm bath. This 
he 
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he obſerves, has in a great meaſure been conſider- 
ed already. If we with for its ſedative effects, he 
thinks, that the heat ſhould not be more than 98 
or 100 degrees, and that the patient ſhould conti- 
nue in it for an hour or longer. But, if a ſtimu- 
jus be wanted, the heat, he tells us, ſhould at the 
firſt be 106 degrees, and, if poſlible, increaſed 
till fome nauſea or vertigo come on. When the 
warm bath is uſed in ſpaſmodic caſes, or to eva- 
cuate any morbid matter, the patient, he obſerves, 
on coming out of it, is in general directed to be 
lad in flannel; but, if this be diſagreeable, his 
linen is ordered to be well dried and frequently 
changed. But ſhirts of cotton- cloth, he obſerves, 
probably poſſeſs the advantages of both. 
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Medical Obſervations. 
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Caſes of Putrid Fevers, in which fixed Air wat 
infected into the Inteſtines, with apparent Ad. 
vantage, by Thomas Percival, M. D. F. R. 8. 
and 8. A. 


Bout twelve months fince, my learned 
friend, the reverend Doctor Prieſtly, ſug- 
: geſted to me the trial of fixed air in putrid fevers, | 
adminiſtred under the form of clyſters. And I was 
ſoon after favoured, by a gentleman of eminence 
in his profeſſion at Leeds, with a very ſatisfacto- 
ry hiſtory of the ſucceſsful exhibition of this reme- 


dy, of which the following is an ks. ace | 
count. 


CASE 
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— 


in the fluids. 

18. His tongue was black, he dozed much, his 
pulſe was low, and beat 110 itrokes in a minute, 
and his belly was looſe, - a 


His ſtupor increaſed, and he ſometimes 


voided his urine and foeces without giving notice 


to his attendants. His ſkin was dry and harſh, but 
_ without petechiae z and his ſtools were hot FOaterys 
black, and very foetid. 


22. The preceeding ſymptoms continued with 
increaſed violence, and a ſubſultus tendinum came 
on, notwithſtanding the uſe of the Peruvian bark, 
tormentil root, elixir of vitriol, tincture of roſes, 
and every means which the {kill or experience of 
his phyſicians could ſuggeſt. A different method 
of cure was, therefore, propoſed and carried into 
execution. The patient was directed to drink 
freely of orange-wine, which retained its ſweets 
5 2 e nels, 


January 8. 1772. Mr L——, a young gen» 
tleman, was ſeized with a fever, which, after conti- | 
nuing about ten days, began to be attended with 
thoſe ſymptoms which indicate a putreſcent ſtate 
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neſs, and was in briſk fermentation. The tincture 
of bark was continued, and the water which was 
mixed with it was impregnated with mephitic air 
from a large vat of fermenting wort. Inſtead of 
aſtringent clyſters, air ſct free from an efferveſ. 
cing mixture of chalk and the acid of vitriol was 
injected by means of the inſtrument which is uſed 
for Wiles, the fumes of tobacco into the in- 
teſtines. . 


23. His ſtools were leſs frequent; thelr bai and 


floetor were likewiſe conſiderably diminiſhed ; his 


ſtupor was much abated and the ſubſultus tendi · 
num had left him. | 


24. He was much better, and there ſeemed t to 
be no neceſſity for repeating the clyſters. Theo- 
ther means were continued. 


25. All the ſymptoms of 0 had leſt 
him; his tongue and teeth were clean; there re- 
mained no unnatural blackneſs or foctor in his 
ſtools ; and the diſagreeable odour of his breath 
and perſpiration was no longer perceived. He 
began to take nouriſhment, and ſoon recovered 
his uſual health and ſtrength. 


This ſtriking proof of the efficacy of the injec- 


tions of fixed air encouraged me to try them in 
the 


COMMENTARIES. 309 


4 following deplorable caſe. Aud, deen the 
diſeaſe proved fatal to the patient, it ſeems proba- 


ble to me, and to another gentleman of the faculty 
who attended him, that his life was protraQed, 
and his ſufferings mitigated, by the continued uſe 


of this remedy. 


. 


Mr W—— actat. 44. corpulent, inactive, with 


a ſhort neck, and addicted to habits of intempe· 


rance, was attacked, on the 7th of July 1 772, with 
ſymptoms which ſeemed to threaten an apoplexy. 
On the 8th, a bilious looſeneſs ſucceeded, with a 
profuſe haemorrhage from the noſe. On the gth, 


I was called to his affiſtance, His countenance 


was bloated, his eyes heavy, his {kin hot, and his 


pulſe hard, full, and oppreſſed. The diarrhoea 
continued; his ſtools were bilious and very: offen- 


five ; and he complained of griping pains in his 
bowels. He had loſt, before I aw him, by the 
direction of Mr Hall, a ſurgeon of eminence in 


Mancheſter, eight ounces of blood from the arm, 
which was of a lax texture; and he had taken a 
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draught v was preſcribed, and a doſe of rhubar 
directed to be adminiſtred at night. 


Ag. Cinnam. ten. 3i. Succ. Limon. 3ſs. Sali Nur 
gr. xii Syr. e Succo Limon. 31 M. * a. 4 


Horis fumendus. 


July 11. The diarrhoea was more moderate, 
his griping pains were abated, and he had leſs ſtu- 
por and dejection in his countenance ; ; pulſe go, 
not ſo hard or oppreſſed. As his ſtools continu- 
ed to be foetid, the doſe of rhubarb was repeated; 
and, inſtead of ſimple cinnamon water, his 


draughts were Prepared with an infuſion of Co: 
N lumbo „ 


12. The Aaboes Se Us ſtools were 
involuntary, and he diſcharged] in this way a quan- 
tity of black, grumous, and foctid blood. Pulſe 
hard and quick; {kin hot; tongue covered with a 
dark fur; abdomen ſwelled; 3 great ſtupor. Ten 
grains of the Columbo root, and fifteen of the 
gummi rubrum aſtringens were added to each 
draught. Fixed air, under the form of clyſters, | 
Was injeQed every ſecond or third hour, and di- 
rections were given to ſupply the patient plenti- 
full 1 wich water artificially impregnated with mes» 


Phitic air. A bliſter was alſo laid between his 
ſho ulders. 
1 


5 d 
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N of blood; but the ſtools had now 
loſt their foetor. Pulſe 120 great flatulence 
in the bowels, and fulneſs in the belly. The- 
clyſters of fixed air always diminiſhed the tenſion 
of the abdomen, abated flatulence, and made 
the patient more eaſy and compoſed. for ſome 
time after their injection. They were directed 
to be continued, together the medicated water. 
The nitre was omitted, and a ſeruple of Confect. 

Damocratis was given every fourth hour in an 
infuſion of Columbo root. | 

14. The diarrhoea was now checked. His 
other ſymptoms continued as before. . Bliſters 
were applied to the arms; and adram and a half 


draught, 


15. His pulſe. x was. quicker, x more - irregular, 
and feeble. He doſed much, talked incohe- 


rently, and laboured under a flight degree of 
dyſpnoea. His urine, which had hitherto af- 
ſumed no remarkable appearance, now became 


his belly was much ſwelled, except for a ſhort 


following draughts were then preſcribed, 


e 


- The diarrhoea continued, with frequent 
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of the tinctura ſerpentariae was added to > cach 


pale. Though he diſcharged wind very freely, | 
fime after the injection of the air-clyſters, The 
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x · Canpberae, -Mucilag. G. Arab. ſilutae gr. vil 
Ius. Rad. Columb. ziſe. Tinct. Serpent. zu. 
Confect. Card. Di. Syr. Cort. Aurant. zi M. 
JV. hauſt. qis horis Jumendus, br 


Directions were given to foment his feet | 
frequently with vinegar and warm water. 


16. He has had no ſtools ſince the 1 ath. His . 


domen is tenſe. No change in the other ſymptoms, 
The Tinct. Serpent. was omitted in his draughts, 


and an equal quantity of Ting, Rhei Spt. 
ſubſtituted | in its place. 


* — 


In the evening, he had a motion. to "und, 
8 which he was for the firſt time ſo ſenſible, 
as to give notice to his. attendants. But the 
diſcharge, which was conſiderable and ſlightly 
offenſive, conſiſted almoſt entirely of blood, both 
in a coagulated and in a liquid ſtate. His me- 
dicines were, therefore, varied as follows, 15 


3 Decedt. Cort. Peru. Ziſs. Tac. Get. 97 51 
Confect. Card. zl. Gum. Rub. aftring. gr. Xs 
Pulv. Alumin. gr. vii. M. 8 2 4 horis de 
nendus. 
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Red port - wine was now given more freely in 
his medicated water, and his nouriſhment con- 
ſiſted of fago and falep. 

In this ſtate, with very little variation, he con- 
tinued for ſeveral days, at one time coſtive, and at 


| were continued, and the aſtringents omitted. 

20. His urine was now of an amber colour, 
and depoſited a light ſediment. His pulſe was 
more regular, and although ſtill very quick, aba- 


was leſs confuſed, and his ſkeep ſeemed to be re- 
freſhing. No blood appeared in his ſtools, which 
were frequent, but ſmall in, Ning! - and his ab- 
domen was leſs tenſe than ufual, He was ex- 


laid he felt no pain. 
21. He paſſed a very reſtleſs night; his deli 


the appearance of cow's whey. The abdomen 
was not very tenſe, nor had he any farther diſ- 
| charge 


another diſcharging ſmall quantities Ir Gees, 
mixed with grumous blood. The air-clyſters 


ted in number ten ſtrokes in a minute. His head 


tremely deaf; but gave rational anſwers to the 
few due which were e to Hm: 2 


rum recurred; his pulſe beat 125 ſtrokes in a 
minute; and Us urine was of a deep amber co- 


lour agate firſt voided ; but, when cold, it aſſumed 
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charge of blood. Directions were given to ſhave 
his head, and waſh it with a mixture of vinegar 
and brandy ; the quantity of wine in his drink 
was diminiſhed, and the frequent uſe of the pedi - 
luvium was enjoined. The air-clyſters were dif. 


continued, as his ſtools were not offenſive, and his 
abdomen leſs diſtended. 


22. His pulſe was now ſiwall, Ra and 
beat 130 ſtrokes in à minute. The dyſpnoea 
was greatly encreaſed; his ſkin was hot, and 
. bedewed with a clammy moiſture; F and every 
Tymptom ſeemed to indicate the approach of 
death. In this ſtate: he continued till evening, 
hen he reeruited a little, The next day he had 
ſeveral fight convulſions. | His urine, which was | 
voided plentifully, ſtill put on the appearance of 
whey when cold, Cordial and antiſpaſmodic 
draughts, compoſed. of camphor, tincture of ca- 
ſtor, and ſpt. vol. aromat. were now dircQed; ; and | 
wine was liberally adminiſtered. 


24. He roſe from his bed, and, by. the aſſiſt 
| ance of his attendants, walked acroſs the cham- 
ber. Soon after he was ſeized with a violent cons 
vulſion, in which he expired, 


o by — 
$% $5? + k 
od F F 5 * 1 5 {* 
of * * — 


COMMENTARIES. 31g 


To adduce a caſe which terminated fatally, as 


a proof of the efficacy of any medicine recom- 
mended to the attention of the public, may per- 


haps appear ſingular. But it cannot be deemed 


abſurd, when that remedy anſwered the purpoſes 


for which it was intended. For, in the inſtance 
before us, fixed air was employed, not with an ex- 
pectation that it would cure the fever, but to ob- 


riate the ſymptoms of putrefaction, „ and to allay 
the uneaſy irritation in the bowels. The diſcaſe 
was too malignant, the nervous ſyſtem too vio- 
ently affected, and the ſtrength of the patient 


too much exhauſted by the diſcharges of blood 


which he ſuffered, to afford hopes of recovery 
from the uſe. of che moſt powerful antiſep- 


1 


tics. 


But, i in the Te a caſe, the event t proved 


more fortunate. 


Elizabeth Grundy, aged ſeventeen, was at- 


tacked, on the 16th of December 1772, with the 
uſual ſymptoms of continued fever. The com- 


mon method of cure was n but the diſeaſe 
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increaſed, and ſoon aſſumed a putrid type. Oy 
the 23d, I found her labouring under a conſtant 
delirium, with a /ub/ultus tendinum. Her ſkin 


was hot and dry, her tongue black, her thirſt 
immoderate, and her ſtools frequent, extremely 0. 
offenſive, and for the moſt part involuntary. Her 
pulſe beat 1 30 ſtrokes in the minute; ſhe doſed | 
much, and was very deaf. 1 directed wine to be 
adminiſtered freely, a bliſter to be applied to her & 
back, the pediluvium to be uſed ſeveral times in G 
the day, and mephitic air to be injected under the * 
form of a clyſter every two hours. The next day * 
her ſtools were leſs frequent, had loſt their foe | be 
tor, and were no longer diſcharged involuntarily ; 9 
her pulſe was reduced to 110 ſtrokes in the mi. = .. 
nute, and her delirium was much abated, Di- 
rections were given to repeat the clyſters, and to x : 
ſupply the patient liberally with wine. Theſe le 
means were aſſiduouſly purſued for ſeveral days; 1 
and the young woman was ſo much recruited by | A 
the 28th, that the injections were diſcontinued. She 
was now quite rational, and not averſe to medi- 0 
cines. A decoction of Peruvian bark was therc- 10 
fore preſeribed, by the uſe of which ſhe ſpecdily * 
recovered per health, T > i 
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I. 
CASES on d: ;Ferent Subjects, b Dr Manget, 
Phyſician at Geneva, 


Cask I. The Progreſs of the Small Pox Pin Hons 
culation retarded by the Meaſles. 


In the month of February 1772, I innoculated 


eruption appeared on the ſeventh day. Altho? 
the weather was very cold, the boy remained, 
in general, in the open air, as he found it relie- 


the eruption. After two days of variolous fever, 
a new eruption appeared perfectly diſtin& from 
the former. This I ſoon diſcovered to be the 
meaſles. I then adviſed that he ſhould no longer 


be expoſed to cold air. But, from his impa- 
tence under confinement, this was not complied 


with, The meaſles, however, kept out well; 
and, about the end of the fourth day, terminated 
by deſquamation, without any bad conſequence, 


tion of the ſmall-pox, which had begun before 
the meaſles appeared, was totally ſuſpended, and 
dd not again renew its courſe till they were fi 
niſhed. 


7. 
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. 


a child according to the Suttonian method. The 


ved him from the anxiety which accompanied 


lt was remarkable, in this caſc, that the ſuppura- 
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niſhed. By this means, the continuance of thy 


ſmall-pox was prolonged about four days beyond ill © 
the uſual period of that diſeaſe. | t 
Cask II. 4 Suppreſſio on of Urine, from Pus com: | 
pref} ng the Neck of the Bladder. | 

A man was attacked with an inflammation ct - 
the abtlomen, between the peritoneum and mul. ; 
cles of the lower belly. After. continuing for e 
ſome time, it terminated in ſuppuration. Th 
pus made its way down towards the neck of th 2 
bladder; which it compreſſed in ſuch a manner e 
as to occaſion a violent a of urine, and a 
abſolutely to prevent the introduction of a ci 1 
theter into the bladder. I was conſulted wu 5 
regard to the retention of urine. And, withouiſſ| b 
knowing the cauſe of the obſtruction, I adviſcdil u 
that a puncture ſhould be made into the bladder e. 
by the rectum. So ſoon as this was done, ther in 
iſſued from the anus a large collection of pus, up ir 
on which all the complaints ceaſed, and the p f 
tient is ſince perfectly recovered. 1 
m 


— 


Ny sr III. A locked Jaw from a Nerve bin a 
ed by a falſe Tooth. | 


A lady, after five days illneſs, lately died here 
of a convulſion of the lower jaw, which was oe 
caſione 


caſioned by a nerve being pricked in the ſocket of 


tooth, which had been introduced into that ſocket. 
Her complaints began with pain and ſwelling in 


the jaw, which the phyſician ho attended her ima- 
gined to be rheumatic. Upon this, a bliſter was 


immoveable, and deglutition was entirely prevent- 


which I had made in a caſe ſomewhat fimilar, a- 
bout eight days before. A young man was 


upon which tetanus had ſuperveened. Theſe 
complaints happened from a nerve being pricked 
in the arm, in conſequence of bleeding. Aſter, 
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one of her teeth, from a ſlight ſtroke upon a falſe 


applied; but the evil increaſed, the jaw became 


Recourſe was then had to bathing, bleeding, 0 
fumigations, emollient cataplaſms, embrocations, 
and laudanum ; but all to no purpoſe. In ſpite of 
every thing that was done, ſhe died in excrucia- 'E 
ting pain. I informed her phyſician of a cure 


brought to the hoſpital, affected with a locked jaw, 


in vain, trying all the ordinary methods of cure, _ 
for the ſpace of eight days, I at length employed 
mercurial friction, which | was followed by the 
mob happy clſeft. NY FG 
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FF 


| A N analyſis of cream of tartar has lately been 
1 \ publiſhed by Mr Schele, in the third part 
of the Swediſh Tranſactions for the year 1770, 


* Many opinions, before very generally received in 
chemiſtry, are rendered doubtful, from his expe 


riments on this ſubject. We here ſubjoin: A ſhort 
account of the chief of theſe, 


If cream of tartar be diflolved } in.a ſufficient 
quantity of boiling water, and fine chalk 3 in pow- 
der added to it; till the efferveſcence ceaſes, a co | 
pious white ſediment will fall to the bottom, and 
the liquor which remains over it will, by evapo- 
ration, afford ſoluble tartar. This proves, that 
eream of tartar is not, as has commonly been ſup- 
poſed, an acid joined with impurities ; but that ii 
is really a compound falt, containing an alkali 
Joined 


* 


joined with an acid. It farther proves, that the 


alkaline ſalt, obtained from eream of tartar by de- 
fagration, is not generated in the fire, but was 


actually pre-exiltent in the tartar, 


The white ſediment obtained in the above e ex- 


periment, is the calcareous earth combined with 
the acid of tartar, and may juſtly be called Selenites 


Tartareus, From this it appears, that the eſfece 


which is produced by the addition of chalk to 


a ſolution of creamof tartar is, to carry to the bot- 
tom that portion of acid which the cream of tar 


tar contains in a higher degree than is neceſ- 
ſary to ſaturate its alkali; $ and that cream of | 


tartar is a compound falt 1 in which the acid Is 
ſuperabundant. „ 


If, upon the ſelenites tartareug, obtained by 
the former experiment, a quantity of vitriolic 


acid in a diluted ſtate be poured, the vitriolic acid, 


uniting with the calcareous earth, forms a 


gypſum, and the liquor which ſtands over it is 
pure acid” of tartar. This acid of tartar. may, 


by inſpiſſation, be made ſtronger, and may be 
even formed into ſmall white cryſtals, which do 


not ſuffer deliqueſcence i in the open air. Thus | 


it apppears, that the acid of tartar can, even by 
itſelf, exiſt in a folid ſtate. 
Vol. I. X Cream 
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Cream of tartar may be artificially made ia 
the following manner: Upon fixed vegetable 
alkali,, pour a quantity of the acid of tartar, 
obtained in the manner pointed out in the laf 
experiment. Continue this till the efferveſcence 
be over; the fluid will then be tranſparent, 
But, if more of the acid of tartar be added, it 
will become turbid, and white, and ſmall cryſtals 
like white ſand will concrete in it, which are 3 
perfect cream of tartar. The cream of tartar 
thus formed, may again be decompoſed in the 
manner already mentioned. If the acid of tar- 
tar be poured upon volatile, inſtead of fixed al 
cali, a kind of cream of tartar will be formed, 
which 1 is almoſt as difficultly diflolyed 1 in water as 
- common cream of tartar. 


Theſe experiments have been repeated by D: 
Black, Profeſſor of chemiſtry at Edinburgh, and 


have turned out in the ſame manner as is here 
repreſented. Dr Black has farther diſcovered, 
that if, inſtead of chalk, a certain proportion of 


quick: lime be added to the ſolution of c cream of 
tartar, the whole acid will be abſorbed by the 
lime, and the liquor found above the ſediment 
will, in that caſe, contain alkali alone. 


Ihe 
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The following particulars, concerning the ce- 
lebrated Dr Aſtrue, are extracted from the Leip- 
ſic Commentaries, vol. 17. part 2. 


John Aſtruc was born! in the year 16 84, at the 
little town of Savoy, in the province of Langue- 
doc. His father, who was a proteſtant clergy- 
man, beſtowed particular pains upon the carlieſt 
part of his education. After which, he went to 
the univerſity of Montpelier, where he was crea- 
ted maſter of arts in the year 1700. He then 
began the ſtudy of medicine ; and, in two years, 
obtained the degree of batchelor, having, upon 
that occaſion, written a diſſertation on the cauſe 
of fermentation, which he defended in a very 


ſpirited manner. On the 25th of January 1703, 
he was created doctor of phyſic; after which, be- 


fore arriving at extenſive practice, he applied to 
the ſtudy of medical authors, both ancient and 
modern, with uncommon aſſiduity. The good 
effects of his ſtudy ſoon appeared; for, in the year 
1710, he publiſhed a treatiſe concerning muſcu- 
lar motion, from which he acquired very high re- 

putation. In the year 1717, he was appointed | 
to teach medicine at Montpelier, which he did 
with ſuch perſpicuity and eloquence, that it was 
univerſally ſaid, he had been born to be a profeſ · 
1 ſor. 


— ng 


ſor. His fame Won roſe to ſuch a | height, that 


the King aſſigned him an annual ſalary, and he 


was, at the ſame time, appointed to ſuperintend 
the mineral waters in the province of Langue. 


doc. 


But, as Montpelier did not afford ſufficient ſcope 


for his aſpiring genius, he went to Paris with a 


great ſtock of manuſcripts, which he intended to 


publiſh, after ſubjecting them to the examination | 


of the learned. Soon after, however, he left it, 


having, in the year 1729, accepted the office of 
firſt phyſician to the King of Poland, which was 


then offered to him. His ſtay there was but of 


ſhort duration, and he Ni returned: to Pa- 
e W p 


Upon the death of the celebrated Geofftdy in 
the year 1731, he was appointed Regius Profeſ- 
ſor of medicine at Paris. The duties of this office 


he diſcharged in ſuch a manner, as to anſwer e- 


ven the moſt ſanguine expectations. He taught 


the practice of phyſic with fo great applauſe as to 


draw from other uajverſities to that of Paris, 2 
great concourſe of medical ſtudents, foreigners as 
well as natives of France. At the fame time, he was 


not more celebrated as a profeſſor than a prafti- | 


tioner. And, even at an advanced age, he perſiſt- 


ed with unwearied aſſiduity i in that intenſe ſtu- 
„%% ũ G dy 
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dy which firſt raiſed his reputation. Hence it 
is, that he has been enabled to tranſmit to poſte- 
rity ſo many valuable monuments of his medical 
erudition. He died, univerſally regreted, on the 
15th of May 1766, in the 82 year of his age. | 
An eminent practitioner at Leyden has of 
late uſed the oculi cancrorum with great ſucceſs 
in the cure of fluor albus. He gives this me- 
dicine to the quantity of half an ounce in a day, 
and obſerves, that it is particularly ſerviceable in 
that ſpecies of fluor albus wherg the acrimony 
of the diſcharge | is ſo . as to corrode the 
parts. 4 


A celebrated Jeder in London beten 
that alkaline ſubſtances in general poſſeſs a li- 
thontriptic power. Not that, when taken in- 
ternally, they are really applied to ſtones in the 
urinary paſſages in ſuch a ſtate as to be capable 
of diſſolving them; but becauſe they poſſeſs a 
power of depriving the urine of its petrifying 
property, and recuce it more to the {tate of a 
watery fluid, As a proof of this, he alledges, 
that the urine of a man, who has for a conſi- 
derable time taken an alkali, whether cauſtic 
or not, depoſites no ſediment, and forms no in- 
cruſtations in the pot. Hence he concludes, 
1 „ that, 
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that, for the cure of ſtone, the efficacy of 
the medicine will be little altered by its being 
given in a mi'd or cauſtic ſtate. He adviſes, 
therefore, that, when alkali is to be employed 
for the cure of the ſtone, cauſticity ſhould always 
be avoided; becauſe it is not only apt to diſ- 
agree with the ſtomach, but likewiſe obliges 
us to employ the alkali in ſmall doſes. 


Conſiderable benefit has lately been obtained 
at Edinburgh from the internal uſe of the cicuta 
in ſome cancerous caſes, It is obſerved, that 
the extract is much more powerful when prepa- 
red from the ſeeds, than when prepared from the 
leaves; and that the cicuta has ſeldom a good 
effect, unleſs it be carried to ſuch a height as to 

produce a ſlight degree of giddineſs. 

The Profeſſors of medicine at Edinburgh have 
lately received a letter from Mr James Ker, 
a ſurgeon in Bengal, in which he gives them a 
particular account of the preparation of the terra 
Japonica. From this letter it appears, that the 
terra Japonica is not obtained, as has common- 
ly been imagined, from a ſpecies of the palm 
tree, but from a ſpecies of the mimoſa, which 
grows in great abundance in the kingdom of 
Bahar, It is prepared from a decoction of the 

inner 
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mer part of the wood. From the negligent me- 
thod in which it is dried in little kilns dug for 
that purpoſe, it acquires the earthy appearance 

which it in general has. . In the kingdom of Ba- 
har, beſides being much uſed in medicine, it is 
employed for many purpoſes in arts, particularly, 
for painting the beams of houſes to defend. em 
againſt vermin. 


A faithful and minute da of FOO ae 
of the various diſeaſes moſt fatal at particular 
ages in different places, muſt evidently be of great 


;mportance to phyſicians in it endeavours to 
relieve the miſeries of human nature. 


It is much to be regreted, that this ſubject has 
not hitherto been attended to with that accuracy 
which its importance merits. But it is with par- 
ticular pleaſure we can inform our readers, that. 
a bill of mortality in the eity of Cheſter, for the 
year 1772, has been drawn up, with all the pre- 
ciſion that could be defired. It conſiſts of two 
ables ; the firſt, of deaths; the fecond, of diſeaſes. 
From the table of deaths, we learn, not only the 
number that have died at different ages, but like- 
wiſe their ſituation in life, whether they be males 
or females, batchelors, huſbands, widowers, 

7p TT maids, 
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the diſeaſes are arranged according to the order 
adopted in Dr Cullen's Noſology; and, oppoſite 


of Britain. And it ſhould be remembered, that 

although this ſubject equally claims the attention 
of the philoſopher and politician, yet, under the 
| direction of the phyſician, it can be carried into 
| execution with greateſt advantage to mankind. 


miſtry in Philadelphia, to Dr Duncan phyſician 
in Edinburgh, the following account is given of 


ve have no worm- medicine which can be de. 
pended upon. Even, calomel fails in many caſes 
where there are the moſt pathognomonic ſigns 


 ficians in Jamaica have . lately. found, that the 
bark of the ſummit of the cabbage- tree, made 
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maids, wives, or widows. . In the ſecond: table, 


to each diſeaſe, we find the number that have died 
of it at every particular age. 


It is greatly to be wiſhed that an example, fo 
worthy of 1mitation, were followed in other parts 


In a letter fröm Dr Ruſh, „ profeſſor of che. 


a new) anthelmintic medicine. It has long, 
ſays he, been 2, complaint among phyſicians, that 


4 $43 + &H 


of worms in the bowels. But this complaint, 
it is to be hoped, i is now at an end. The phy- 


into 
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into a ſyrup with blown ſugar, is an infallible 
antidote to them. I have uſed above thirty 
pounds of it, and- have never found it fail in 
one inſtance. The ſyrup is pleaſant, It ſome- 
times pukes, and ape purges, the firſt or ſe - 
cond time it 18 given.“ 

Since the publication of Mr Duguid's letter to 
Dr Monro, in the ſecond volume of the Phyſical 
and Literary Eſſays, the bark of the cabbage- 
tree has been uſed as an anthelmintie by ſeveral 
practitioners in Edinburgh. But they have in 
general complained of the violence of its opera - 
tion, both as an emetic and cathartic. This 
ſyrup, it would appear, is equally efficacious 
with the decoction of the bark, without being 
liable to the fame objection, 


On Wedneſday the 5th of May, Dr n 
der Monro-Drummond was unanimouſly elected 
Profeſſor of the Inſtitutions of Medicine in the 
Univerſity of Edinburgh, that office being 
vacant by the appointment of Dr Cullen to ſuc- 
cced the late Dr Gregory as profeſſor of practice. 
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Caroli Strack, M. D. ef in Univerſ. Mogunt. 
Inſtitut. Med. Profeſſor. &'c. Obſervationes 
Medicinales de Colica Pictonum, maxumeque ob 
Arthritidem. 1 2mo, Francofurti. 


N the year 1765, Dr Strack threw out fone 
[ conjectures with regard to the colica picto- 
num, which were publiſhed in the Journal de Me- 


mag 


decine of Paris. The many obſervations which, 
ſince that time, have occurred to him on this ſub- 
ject, have ſerved to confirm his former opinion, 
and have induced him to publiſh proteſſedly + 
D 1 ä it. 
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it. He ſets out with obſerving, that many diffe- 
rent opinions have been entertained with regard 
to the cauſe of this diſeaſe. By ſome, it has been 
alledged to arife from lead and its preparations; by 
others, from copper, antimony, and different 
paints; and by a third ſet, from acid apples and 
pears, or the liquors prepared from them. In 
conſequence of theſe varieties in opinion, different 
names have been aſſigned to this diſeaſe, and dif. 
ferent plans of cure have been propoſed. Our 
author, having obſerved many people attacked 

with this diſeaſe, who had never been expoſed to 
any of theſe cauſes, was led to form another o- 
pinion. He thinks that the colica pictonum is in 
general to be aſcribed to the depoſition of gouty 
matter on the inteſtines, and that the cure is to 
be regulated accordingly. In confirmation of 
this opinion, and of the propriety of the practice 
founded upon it, we are, in the ſecond chapter, 
preſented with an account of near twenty caſes 
ſucceſsfully treated. 


The different caſes which he has luc are ve- 
; ry much ſimilar to each other. In moſt of them, 

the ſymptoms of violent colic, alternating with 
fixed pains in the extremities, had recurred at un- 
certain intervals for many years. From all theſe 


e, 
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ſymptoms, theauthor informs us, his patients were 
perfectly relieved by the uſe of warm bathing, 


the decoction of woods, and crude antimony. 


After this confirmation of his own opinion, our 
author, in the third chapter, proceeds more parti- 
cularly to examine the opinions entertained by 
others. To prove that the colica pictonum does 


not ariſe from copper, as ſome have ſuppoſed, he 
adduces two caſes in which copper was taken, 


where there aroſe violent colics indeed, but by 
no means of that kind which 1s the ſubje& of this 
diſſertation. 


He is of opinion, that the Devonſhire colic, 
which he allows to be the true colica pictonum, 
has been improperly aſcribed to cyder, as, in ma- 
ny countries where cyder is very much uſed, this 
diſeaſe is hardly known to exiſt, Neither can he 
agree to the opinion of Tronchin, that this diſeaſe 


ariſes from antimony, as he has found antimony 
a powerful remedy for it. 


In the laſt place, he examines the opinion of 


its ariſing from lead. In ſupport of this, Henc- 


kel, Baker, de Haen, and many other able au- 
thors, have written. To this cauſe, however, our 
author objects, that he has had opportunities of 
ſecing numbers * to the ſteams of lead, 
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who were never affected by it, and that it has of. 
ten been remarked to be contagious; which he 
himſelf had a particular opportunity of obſerving 
in the city of Mentz, in the year 1770. Theſe 
circumſtances, he thinks, are inconſiſtent with the 
_ ſuppoſition of its ariſing from lead, He allows, 
however, upon the authority of thoſe facts add 
ced by the writers above mentioned, that one ſpe- 

cies of the colica pictonum may ariſe from lead; 
but he obſerves, that all thoſe which have fallen 

under his own obſervation were evidently to be 
| aſcribed to arthritic miaſmata, In the tourth | 
chapter, therefore, he proceeds to point out thoſe | 


marks by which this ſpecies of the colica Pass. 
num may be diſtinguiſhed. 


When violent pain in the extremities after pro- | 
ducing tophi in the articulations, and leaving 
its former ſeat ſuddenly, attacks the belly, the dil. 
eaſe, he tells us, is obvious. But, if the pain at- 
tack the belly in the beginning, it is not ſo eaſy 
to diſtinguiſh whether it ariſes from gout or not. 
The chief marks which he points out for this pur. 
poſe are the following : The abſence of other 
cauſes which may be ſuppoſed capable of indu- 
eing the diſeaſe; the abſence of the ſymptoms of 
fever and inflammation; a yellowiſh or olive com- 

plexion ; 


| „ 
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plexion; a lead · coloured ring round the eyes; 
difficulty of breathing, and great wearineſs after 
flight exerciſe z a greater degree of fatigue after 
ſleeping than before it; the ſweat burning the ſkin 
in the ſame manner. as if it had been covered 
with warm aſhes ; a miliary eruption without any 
manifeſt cauſe; a ſenſe of titillation on the brow, 
as if a ſmall inſect were creeping upon it; and the 
urine of a whey- colour, — a wie; light, 
fatty ſediment. 


The author cds; this treatiſe with fame 
obſervations on the different exits which gouty 
matters find from the body; as, by attention to 
theſe, we can beſt determine by what means the 
diſcaſe muſt be cured. The chief exits, he tells 
us, are by ſweat, urine, or an abſceſs, very rarely 
by ſtool. When there is any tendency to a diſ- 
charge in the firſt of theſe ways, he ſtrongly re- 
commends aromatic decoctions, warm bathing, 
and crude antimony, 


When gouty matter finds an exit by the urine, 
the author tells us, that the-urine diſcharged is in 


general of a whey-colour, or reſembles water with | 
a mixture of milk in it. When this happens, he 


recommends the employment of diuretics. ' An- 
þ 2 | other 


other manner in a which the gout terminates, is, 
he tells us, in the way of abſceſs. When this 
happens, he adviſes that the ulcer be kept long 
open, and that, in the mean time, thoſe remedies 
be employed which have already been recom- 
_ mended as ſerviceable in the "Ov f 
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en 
Chirurgical Obſervations and Caſes, by William 
Bromfeild Surgeon to her Majeſty, and to Si 
George's Hoſpital. 2 vols, 8vo, London. 


T T is univerſally allowed, that, of late years, 
| the art of ſurgery has been much improved. 
In the treatiſe now before us, the author ſets out 
with aſſigning many reaſons for theſe improve- 
ments, After this, he ſtrongly recommends the uſe 


of ſudorific opiates in concuſſions of the brain. 
Thoſe which he propoſes are Dover's powder, 


and a mixture of antimonial wine and thebaic 
tincture, which he terms the tinctura anodyna an- 
timonialis. To this praQtice he was led, from be- 
ing informed, that, in concuſſions of the brain, 

and fractures of the ſkull, ſudorifics had been ſuc- 


ceſsfully employed by an empiric; from obſerving. 
that the common method of treating theſe com- 


plaints by repeated blood- letting in general proves 
fatal; and from reflecting that opium, by remo- 
ving palm, may take off inflammation, and, by at- 


— the blood, may promote abſorption. In 
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confirmation of the propriety of this practice, four 


caſes are ſubjoined, in which it was uſeful. 


Mr Bromfeild next points out the advanta. 
ges of intercoſtal iſſues in complaints of the tho- 


rax. Where there is a fixed pain in the nd, 


he adviſes that a drain be made in the interſtice 
between two ribs, as near the ſeat of the pain as 
poſſible. When there is no fixed pain, he recom- 


mends˖ an iſſue between the ſixth and ſeventh of 
the true ribs, about half way between their articu- 
lation with the vertebrae, and their connection 
with the ſternum. He likewiſe recommends il. 


ſues ior the diſcharge of humour from the brain; 


but he diſſuades us from the practice, which has of. 
ten been recommended, of applying cauſtics on the 


ſagittal ſuture. Where, in conſequence of vio- 


lent concuſſions, ſymptoms remain which may be 
ſuppoſed to proceed from extravaſation, he re- 


commends, as the beſt mode of diſcharge, an in- 
ciſion along the aditamentum of the temporal ſu- 
ture. ; 

In the ſecond chapter, the author treats of am- 
putation. On this ſubject, he ſets out with ſome 
remarks on the cauſes which may require the o- 


peration. In mortification of the extremities, he 
diſſuades us from having recourſe to the operati- 


on; 


COMMENTARIES, 347 


on, till a ſuppuration be come on. Where ampu- 
tation is performed for an abſceſs or caries in the 
joint, he adviſes an iſſue in the other extremity, 


before the ſtump be healed. He cautions us a- 


gainſt being haſty in performing amputation for 


compound fractures, as he has ſeen caſes, 1 


appeared very deſperate, cured by the uſe of long 
ſplints. When amputation is propoſed for white 
ſwellings, he adviſes that inquiry ſhould be made 
with regard to the cauſe of the complaint; and, 
if it be found to proceed from a ſcrophulous ha- 


bit, he diſſuades us from having recourſe to the 
operation, as the diſcaſe will in break out in 


ſome other part. 


In a ſubſequent part of this treatiſe, ſome ob- 


ſervations are offered on the operation of ampu- 


tation, an account of which may not be improper 
in this place. After a minute deſcription of the 
neceſſary apparatus, and of the different ſteps of 


the operation, he treats of the methods of obvi- 


ating a haemorrhage. He warmly recommends 
the tenaculum, in preference to the needle, for 
taking up veſſels, as, by this means, the nerve 
will not be included with the artery, and a train 
of dangerous and diſagreeable ſymptoms a- 
voided, Inſtead of a flip of linen, for pulling up 


the 
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the muſcles while we apply the ſaw, he recom. 
mends a piece of leather, about ſixteen or eigb. 


teen inches long, and of a proportional breadth, } 


which is leſs apt to entangle the teeth of the 
Jaw, | 


In amputating below the knee, the author ad. 


viſes us to fave as much of the leg as poſſible, 3 
by this means a leather leg may be uſed, and the 
motion of the knee preſerved, which he eſteem 
much preferable to reſting the knee upon a wood- 
en leg. Hence he directs, that, unleſs in caſes of 
compound fractures, where there is reaſon to ſu- 
ſpe& that the bone is ſplintered higher than the 
place where the wound is made, the leg ſhould 


always be taken off as ncar the ancle as circum. | 


ſtances will admit, 


Mr Bromfeild likewiſe propoſes a method of 


amputating at the ſhoulder, which is much the 


fame with that of Mr de La Faye, He recom- 
mends, however, that the external flap ſhould be 
made ſhorter than De la Faye had propoſed and, 
contrary to all former opinions, directs, that the 
blood-vefſels ſhould be left very long; as by this 
means the nutrition of the ſhoulder will be pre- 


ſerved, while at the ſame time no inconvenience | 


will ariſe from the length of the veſſels, as from 
| their 


the 
fle! 


me 
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heir elaſticity they will ſoon retire within the 
fleſh. N 1 8 1 


in the third chapter, the author treats of tu- 


mours. Theſe, he obſerves, have been claſſed 


under two general heads; tumours from fluxion, 
which comprehend all thoſe of the inflammatory 
kind ; or from congeſtion, which comprehend the 


indolent ſwellings. The cure, he obſerves, is to 
be attempted, either by diſpelling them, or by 
bringing them to ſuppuration. With the firſt in- 
tention he recommends gentle antiphlogiſtic pur- 
gatives, and ſaturnine applications to the part af- 
ſected. In forwarding ſuppuration, he obſerves, 


that, from violent circulation, ſphacelus will enſue; 


and, on the contrary, from languid circulation, 
an anthrax. The pulſe therefore will chiefly di- 


rect us, both with regard to evacuations, and the 


proper regimen, He is of opinion, that the ſeat 


of circumſcribed abſceſſes is in the adipoſe, and 


not, as has generally been imagined, in the cel- 


lular membrane. Abſceſſes, when formed, are 


to be opened either by inciſion or cauſtic. Each 
of theſe methods he tells us, will, from circum- 


{tances, at different times, claim the preference, 


In large abſceſſes, cauſtics cannot be applied to the 


whole extent of the tumour, and in ſmall ones 


they 
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they will deſtroy more of the ſkin than we would 


from the tendency which they have to promote 
ſuppuration, are to be preferred. The author 
concludes this ſubject, by laying it down as a ge. 
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much of the ſound ſkin as is poſſible, and not to 


4 14 
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bate the inflammation by bleeding, cooling pur. 


of the diforder be inquired into, and, if it be cri- 


us of an eryſipelas of the head, which was epide- 
mic for two years, in which it was neceſſary to 
employ cordials and the Peruvian bark; as an an- 
tiphlogiſtic courſe very generally proved fatal. 
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which pr ocecd irom a quantity of highly inflamed 
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wiſh, But, in indolent tumours, large cauſtics, 


neral rule in all operations in ſurgery, to ſave az 


leave any part of that which is diſeaſed, 


Ihe ſubject of the fourth chapter is Eryſipelas, 
The general plan of treating eryſipelas is to a- 


ges, and an antiphlogiſtic courſe. But, previous to 
this, Mr Bromfeild recommends that the cauſe 


tical, it is by no means to be repelled. He tells 


Mr Bromfeild next treats of the anthrax, 
which he tells us has generally been defined, a a 
highly inflammatory tumour, the effe& of peſti- 
lential particles lodged in the blood, He divides | 
theſe tumours into the peſtilential and non-peſtilen- 
tial. And theſe laſt he again ſubdivides into thoſe | 


blood, 


; 
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blood, and thoſe which are the effect of a putrid 
and malignant fever. It is with regard to theſe 
two ſpecies only, that our author has had an op- 
portunity of making any obſervations ; and the 


treatment adapted to each is, he tells us, ex- 


tremely different. In the malignant, the primae 
viac ſhould be duly emptied, and then recourſe 
muſt be had to antiſeptics, cordials, and volatiles. 
The non-malignant require large and repeated 
evacuations, as well as a general antiphlogiſtic 
regimen. But, even in this ſpecies, if, after the 
tumour comes to ſuppuration, it diſcharge a thin 
ichor, the Peruvian bark 1 is, he tells us, almoſt 
always a ſpecific. 5 

In the ſixth chapter, the author treats of the 
reduction of the os brachii when diſlocated. The 
frequency of diſlocations here, he aſcribes to the 
particular apparatus of the joint, and the expo- 
ſure of the top of the ſhoulder to accidents. The 
head of the os brachiale, he obſerves, when diſ- 
bcated, will ſometimes be thrown into the axil- 
la; at other times, under the pectoral muſcle and 
davicle ; ſometimes outward and backward, but 
rarely upward. After enumerating the ſpecies 
ot diſlocation, the author next points out the ſigns 
by which diſlocation 3 is to be diſcovered, and the 
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common methods practiſed for reduction. Ons 
of the principal circumſtances which he ſugpeſt; 
as an improvement here, is, that the ſcapula be 
puſhed directly backward, in place of forward 
and downward, as has commonly been directed. 
There are ſome caſes, in which diflocations of the 
arm, though eaſily reduced, will, from laxity of 
the muſcles paſſing over the ſhoulder-joint, hay. 
pen again, in conſequence of the flighteſt acci. 
dent. In theſe, befides proper ſupport for a con, 
fiderable time, the author directs the repeated ap. 
plication of bliſters round the ſhoulder, 

The firſt volume is concluded with an appet- 
Us containing miſcellaneous obſervations, which 

em chiefly to have been introduced with a view 
of confirming the preceding doQrines. 

The author ſets out, in the ſecond volume, 
with treatin g of the diſeaſes of the bones. He firſt 
conſiders what is uſually called pain in the bones, 
This he refers to an affection of the perioſteum, 
as he conſiders the bones as altogether inſenſible, 
and conſequently not liable to pain. This affec- 
tion he divides into two kinds, the venereal and 
the rheumatic : In the former, the pains are only 
ſevere in the night, and are, in general, confined j 
to the . ſolid part of the cylindrical bones; 
whereas, 
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reer in the latter; they are almoſt conſtant, 


and more frequently attack the joints or large ends 


of bones; He aſcribes caries to a diviſion of the 
nutrient veſſels of the bones, either by external 
injury, or an acrimonious ſtate of the fluids. 
Where the deſquamation of a carious bone is ex- 
pected to be tedious, the cure, he tells us, may 
frequently be haſtened, by taking out the diſea- 
ſed parts with the head of a trepan, attending, 
however, at the ſame time, to the general habit, 
by the uſe of proper medicines internally. 


Tumours of the bones often ariſe from vene- 
real cauſes, and are denominated tophi, gummi, 
or nodes. The tophi, Mr Bromfeild tells us, a- 
riſe from a chalky ſubſtance, depoſited between 


the oſſeous fibres of the bones, while the nodes 
are owing to an inſpiſſated humour obſtructing 


the nutrient veſſels of the bones, but without ex- 
travaſation. In the laſt caſe, when the perioſteum 
is thickened, but the bone itſelf not affected, a 
courſe of mercury, he informs us, will often pro- 


duce a perfect cure. The very violent pain, 
which ſometimes accompanies ſwellings of this 
kind, and which probably proceeds from the ex- 
tenſion of the perioſteum, will almoſt always be 


rclieved by a ſimple inciſion through that mem- 
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brane, for the whole length of the node. Sucht 
an inciſion, he alledges, will ſeldom be attended 


with exfoliation, which the tedious method of 
deſtroying theſe tumours by cauſtic i is very ready 
to induce. 


In the ſpina ventoſa, the ſcat of the diſcaſe, ac- 
cording to our author, is in the medulla of the 
bone. It becomes inflamed, in conſequence ei- 
ther of an internal cauſe, or external injury. Mat- 
ter is at laſt formed, which by' degrees corrodes 


the bone, and makes its way towards the ſkin, 
When it is come ſo far, that fluctuation can be 


obſerved, he adviſes, that the matter ſhould be 


> immediately diſcharged by inciſion. If, at the 
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ſame time, proper medicines be given, the ohill 
dren well ſupported, and the parts kept clean and 
dry, patience and perſeverance wall frequently el. 
fectuate cures, not otherwiſe to be brought a- 
bout. 2 


The ons, of which Mr Bromfeild treats, in 
hls: ſecond chapter, depend, he tells us, on a ge- 
neral laxity of the ſyſtem, together with a parti- 
j cular affection of the bones, which are then al- 

ways found more or leſs in a ſoft ſtate. In con- 
| ſequence of this, the bones are rendered ſome- 
times ſo flexible, a as to be affected by every ex- 
ternal 
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ternal preſſure, even the moſt light; and ſome- 
times merely by the action of different muſcles. 
A very extraordinary caſe of ſuch flexibility in the 
bones, which was communicated to the author 
by Mr Sue, ſurgeon to the Charitè at Paris, is 
here narrated. In the cure of the rickets, as the 
meſenteric glands are in general affe&ed, after 
the inteſtines are thoroughly emptied, he recom- 
mends the uſe of purified quick-filyer, which he 


aſſures his readers is a moſt efficacious remedy in 
removing ſuch obſtructions. Afterwards, in or- 


der to ſtrengthen the patient, he directs the uſe 
of the cold bath and Peruvian bark. 


The author next treats of OE Ol of the fy 


novial glands. With regard to glands 1 in gene- 
ral, he aſſerts, that there is no difference between 
the conglobate and conglomerate glands : BED For, 
lays he, the ſame gland will be found in one ani- 
mal of the conglobate, and in another of the con- 
glomerate kind. Andeven in the human ſpecies, 


the fame gland is in the foctus of the conglome- 


rate kind, which afterwards becomes conglobate, 
23 is the caſe with the kidney. Contuſtons of the 
fnovial glands of the Joints are very frequent. 
They are particularly apt to happen to thoſe lod- 
ged in the acetabulum of the oſſa innominata, 
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from falls upon the knee or the great trochanter, 
Accidents of this kind are chiefly to be detected 
by great pain of the joint, in conſequence of talls, 
where neither fracture nor diſlocation can be per- 
ceived. In ſuch caſes, Mr Bromfeild recom- 
mends repeated bleeding, together with low diet 
and gentle purgatives: But what he has found 
more effectual than every other method, is, keep- 
ing the rectum conſtantly empty by clyſters. This, 
by removing every kind of preſſure from the veſ- 
ſels within the pelvis, from which the glands of 
the joints are ſupplied, gives the greateſt aſſiſt- 
ance in removing the inflammation. 


Ihe treatment of fractures is the next ſubject 
of conſideration. If a ſurgeon be called immedi- 
: ately after a fracture, he may inſtantly proceed tothe 
reduction; but, if the ſwelling be conſiderable, the 
limb, Mr Bromfeild tells us, ſhould be allowed to 
reſt till it be entirely gone. The fracture being 
reduced, and flips of paſte-board, ſocked in aqua 
ſaturnina, being applied, and retained by a roller 
not very tight, he adviſes that the limb ſhould be | 
laid ina bent poſture, to relax the different muſ- 
cles as much as poſſible. 


In fractures of the patella, i it has been a matter of | 
diſpute mass praditioners, whether the ſepa- 
rated 
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rated pieces of bone ſhould be brought into con- 
tact and permitted to unite, or ſhould merely be 
made to approach each other, but not ſo cloſe as 
to endanger their union? The author imagines 
that the directions given by both parties are equal- 
ly faulty. He adviſes, that no bandage ſhould 
be applied for the firſt eight or ten days, or till 
the ſwelling and tenſion of the parts be entirely 
ſubſided : But after that, the ends of the bones 
may with the greateſt ſafety be brought into con | 
tact and permitted to unite, To this method, it 
has been objected by ſome practitioners, that an 
ancyloſis of the knee will be induced, by part of 
the oſſific matter, intended for the callus, dropping 
into the joint, which they alledge would not hap- 
pen, if the ends of the bone were not brought 
into contact. But this, the author tells us, oc- 
curs only when the leg has been kept extended 
and void of motion for toa. lang a time; two 
months or ten weeks being the common period. 
It, however, by the end of the third week, the 
patient be permitted to hang his leg down, begin- 
ming with the ſlighteſt deviation from the extend - 
ed ſtate, and every day continuing to bend it 
more and more, the callus will gradually be ex- 
tended, the interior ſurface of the patella rende- 
* red 
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red perfectly ſmooth and equal, and a proper 
motion of the joint with its uſual ſtrength will be 
obtained. | | 


* fracture of the fibula is conlide by many 
ſurgeons as a thing of little conſequence ; but our 
author aſſerts, that the greateſt attention is here 

requiſite ; and that lameneſs as often occurs from | 
. miſmanagement in this caſe, as from a fracture of 
any bone whatever. In applying the proper banda. 
ges, he adviſes that particular care be taken that it 
be done in ſuch a manner, as to prevent the frac- 
tured ends of the bone from preſſing upon the 
tibia. The ſame caution is likewiſe neceſſary in 
the treatment of fractures of the radius and 
ulna. In theſe caſes, broad long ſplints only 
ſhould be applied. They ſhould be long enough 
to ſupport the hand, and hinder its pronation and 
ſupination; and broad enough to prevent the | 
tapes from preſſing on the bone, in the ſpace be- 
tween the edges of the paſte- board. 
In fractures of the ribs, an emphyſematous 
ſwelling is no uncommon ſymptom. This is 
ſometimes ſo conſiderable as to extend over the 
whole body, while, at the ſame time, a difficulty of 
breathing frequently takes place to ſuch a height 
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as to endanger ſuffocation. Theſe ſymptoms e- 
vidently ariſe from the lungs being wounded, toge- 
ther with the pleura, by the extremities of the 
fractured rib, By this means, the air finds 
a paſſage into the cavity of the thorax, and into 
the ſurrounding cellular membrane. The cure 
conſiſts in giving a free exit to the air. For this 
purpoſe, Mr Bromfeild adviſes the paracenteſis of | 
the thorax, which was firſt propoſed by Dr Mon- 
ro, and afterwards by Mr Hewſon, although our 
author ſeems to imagine that it had betore been 
hinted at by Pare, | 
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In the treatment of fractures of the extremi- 
ties, whether of the ſimple or compound kind, 
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the placing of the limb in that poſition, in which 
the muſcles will be molt relaxed, is greatly re- 
commended, And Mr Bromfeild informs us; 
that it is now near thirty years ſince he inculcated 


that method in his public lectures. He recom- 

mends, in very ſtrong terms, the uſe of the ſplints 
invented by Mr William Sharp, as, by means of 
them, the limb can be kept perfectly eaſy, and at 
the ſame time ſo firm, that the patient can be re- 
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moved from one place to another, without dan- 
ger. When theſe cannot be had, he recommends 


ſtrong paſte· board, ſoaked in water or eee as 
. 24 | 5 
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it very readily takes the ſhape of the limb, and 
when dry keeps it perfectly firm, 


In treating of the ſtone, Mr Bromfeild ſets out 
with a deſcription of the parts ſubſervient to the 
fecretion, reception, and expulſion of urine, and 
of the parts which are cut in the operation of li- 
thotomy. He! imagines that calcalous complaints 
ariſe from the blood being overloaded with thoſe 
carthy and cretaceous particles, which, even in a 
natural ſtate, it always contains in a certain pro- 
portion. He accounts for its occurring more fre- 
quently in the kidneys and bladder than any o- 
ther part, from the great quantity of that ſort of 
matter which daily paſſes off by theſe organs, and 
from the ready nucleus for ſtone, which is afford- 
ed by a ſmall quantity of gravel reſting in the blad- 
der. From this ſuppoſition too, the author accounts 
for women being ſo ſeldom afflicted either with 
the ſtone or the gout ; as, he alledges, that, in them, 
when the bones are arrived at their full growth, 
the redundant cretaceous particles are carried off 
by the uterine diſcharge. In confirmation of this 
opinion, he mentions two caſes in which a creta- 
ceous concretion, about the fize of a child's head, 
was found in the cavity of the uterus in two dif- 
ferent women. This chalky matter, he con- 

I: _ cludes, 


COMMENTARIES. 365 


cludes, muſt certainly have been brought there 
by the blood veſſels which open into the cavity a 
the womb. 

Mr Bromfeild puts no faith in the power of 
ſolvents of the ſtone, whether taken by the mouth 
or injected into the bladder. He is even of opi- 
nion, that in both ways they will frequently 4 
miſchief; as, by occaſioning delays, diſeaſes of 
the bladder may occur from which the patient's 
chance of recovery will be diminiſhed. 75 


When treating of the operation of lithototay, 
he mentions ſeveral mothods which have been 
propoſed by others, and concludes with the ac- 
count of one peculiar to himſelf, which he has 
practiſed for ſeveral years paſt, and ſtill continues 
to prefer. In the common lateral operation, which 
is at preſent moſt frequently performed, Mr Brom- 
feild alledges, that the gorget, the cutting inſtru- 
ment which is made uſe of, ſeldom, if ever, cuts 
the proſtate gland properly; and as its ſhoulders 
are generally high, there is a riſque, by puſhing 
it forcibly forward, of ſeparating or tearing the 
proſtate gland from the membranous part of the 
urethra. To avoid all danger of this kind, he ad- 
viſes that as much of the proſtate gland as we 
would wiſh to divide ſhould be cut with the ſcal- 


pell; and this, he aſſures us, can be done with the 
greateſt ſafety. He tells us, however, that there 
is no neceſſity for dividing the whole gland. About 


two thirds of it next to the membranous part of 


tlie urethra being cut through, the remaining 
ſound part will in general yield ſufficiently for the 
extraction of moſt part of {tones ; and, by this 
means, the patient will always be enabled to re- 
tain his urine: So that there will be little riſque of 
fiſtulous ulcers remaining after the operation. 
For fuch as are afraid of cutting ſq deep, as 18 
here directed, with the common ſcalpell, he recom- 


mends, either the biſtourie cache of the French 
| ſurgeons, or the double gorgeret, an inſtrument 


of his own. invention. He likewiſe propoſes ſome 


improvements upon the forceps. When ſtones 
are large and ſoft, he propoſes a contrivance for 
preventing a great degree of preſſure on them, by 
means of an iron pin paſting through a female ſcrew 
in one branch of the forceps, and reaching very 
nearly in contact with the other, while the ſtone 
is included in the forceps. When the ſtone 18 
rough, in order to prevent its lacerating the parts, 
two additional blades are propoſed, which, he tells 
us, may eaſily be introduced, one by one, and af- 
| terwards fixed at the axis. In this way, the ſtone 


comes 
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* * 


comes to be in a manner incaſed, and may be ex- 
tracted with ſafety. 
Mr Bromfeild is of opinion, that the ſucceſs of 
lithotomy depends much upon the management 
of the patient before and after the operation. A- 
mong other things he recommends the warm 
bath as a proper preparatory ſtep; and he enjoins 
it as abſolutely neceſſary after the operation, if 
the pain in the wound ſhould be great, the abdo- 
men tenſe and hard, the ſkin dry, the fever ſmart, 
and no diſcharge by urine. 
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In the fiſtulous openings that ſometimes remain 
after this operation, when they are of a ſmall ſize, 
and when bougies have failed in the cure, the au- 
thor tells us, that he has often ſucceeded, by in- 
troducing a knitting needle, pretty hot, which, by 
making the ſides of the canal ſwell, brings them 
into contact, and thus diſpoſes them to unite. 
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In extracting the ſtone from women, two me- 
thods have been propoſed; either by dilatation, or | 
by diviſion of the urethra, When the former of 
theſe ways is reſolved upon, a new method of do- 
ing it is recommended by our author, which, 
from his own experience, he has found ſucceſsful. 
The cloſed extremity of the appendicula inteſtini 
cacci of any ſmall animal, being introduced into 

7 Rs 1 
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the bladder, by means of a blunt directory, and 

a proper length of the open end being left Out, 
it is to be filled with warm water, by means of a 
ſyringe, and the water prevented from returning, 
by a proper ligature. A twiſt or two is then 

to be made, upon that portion of the appendicu- 
la which was left out, fo that the cloſed end may 
be diſtended ; and thus, a twiſt or two being given 
from time to time, a conſiderable dilatation may, 
he tells us, be produced, without excoriation, or 


much pain; both which circumſtances, in che 
common method, cannot be avoided. 


When the method by inciſion is preferred, it 
may, he tells us, be done, by introducing a ſtraight 
directory, by the urethra, into the bladder, and 
paſling the double gorgeret along it, in fuch a 
manner as to cut the neck of the bladder on the 
left fide, ſlanting obliquely downwards. The o- 


peration is afterwards to be hniſhed 1 in the ſame 
manner as in men. 


This treatiſe is concluded by ſome n 
on different diſeaſes of the urethra. In total ſup- 
preſſions of urine, from whatever cauſe, Mr 
Bromfeild tells us, that we may frequently ſuc- 
ceed | in the introduction of the catheter, by firſt 


attempting 
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attempting the introduction of a bougie, which 
may often be done, when the other cannot. 


Tumours frequently ariſe in the perineum, in 


conſequence of a gonorrhoea being ſuddenly 


ſuppreſſed; and when they are allowed to ſuppu- 
rate, and break outwardly, very troubleſome 
fiſtulous openings are often the conſequence, 


This, the author tells us, may, in almoſt every 
caſe, be prevented, by the introduction of bougi & 


before the breaking of the abſceſs, which wilt 


bring on a ſuppuration internally. Swellings of | 


the teſticles, in conſequence of the ſuppreſſion 


of gonorrhoea, may likewiſe, he tells us, be fre- 


quently removed, merely by the uſe of bougies, 
from their inducing a return of the diſcharge. 
When bougies are uſed, he inculcates ſtrongly, 
that care be taken to ſecure them properly; be- 
cauſe, from want of attention to this. circum- 
ſtance, difagreeable conſequences have ſometimes 
occurred. 
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M fur les Abces critiques ; ; J. 65 Acts, 
Vid. Memoires de P Academie Royale des Science; 


de Stockholm, traduit par M. De Son, 4to, 
Paris, 


| F : HE author of this memoir furniſhes us 


with an inſtance, in which very fatal con- 
ſequences enſued from opening abſceſſes formed 
externally. When the French army returned 
from Bohemia, a putrid fever prevailed in it, 
which ſeemed to be occaſioned by exceſſive cold 


and great fatigue, ſuperadded to the vernal ter- 


tians. Upon reaching the frontier hoſpitals, the 


ſick enjoyed a more favourable ſituation. Abl. 
| ceſſes were then formed behind the ears, in the 


arm-pits, and other parts of the body, and, by the 


appearance of theſe, the febrile ſymptoms were 


evidently abated. 

The firſt method vraftiſed with theſe abſceſſes 
was, to open them upon being tully maturated, 
But, when this was done, the patients felt them- 


| ſelves much weakened ; their ſymptoms returned; 


and they in general died within eight days. In 
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ſme caſes, after the fluctuation of matter could 
be diſtinctly felt in theſe tumours, it was diſchar- 
ved by ſtool, by ſpitting, or by the noſe ; and, in 
theſe caſes, the patients in general recovered. 


The phyſicians, therefore, were naturally led 


to follow the cure pointed out by nature. They 


no longer opened theſe abſceſſes. They neither 


attempted to promote ſuppuration by external ap- 
plications, nor to retard it by means of evacuants. 
But, when the abſceſſes were fully maturated, 
they purged their patients with manna, rhubarb, 

caſſia, or Epſom ſalt. It was obſerved, that, by 
the time they had taken the third doſe, the ſtools, 
in general, became purulent, the patients felt 


| themſelves eaſier, the abſceſſes diminiſhed, and 
2t length entirely diſappeared. For diet, they 


had good ſoup, without falt or ſpice ; and their 
drink confiſted of mucilaginous ptiſanes. By this 


treatment almoſt all who were affected with the 


diſeaſe recovered, : 
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Memoire fur * Uſage du Stranionium, par J. L. 
Odhdélius. Vid. Memoires de P Académie Royal: 


des Sciences de Stockholm, tr aduit far M. De 


KERALIO. 4to Paris. 


Ourteen epileptic patients in the royal hoſpi- 
tal at Stockholm were treated with pills of 
the ſtramonium. Of theſe, eight were intirely 
cured, five had their iymptoms mitigated, and one 
only received no relief. The greateſt part of theſe 
patients, upon beginning the uſe of this remedy, 
were affected with contuſion in their heads, dim- 
neſs in their eyes, and thirit 3 but theſe ſymptoms 
gradually diminiſhed, | 


A woman, aker child. bed, was s ſcized with mad- 


neſs, for which no cauſe could be aſſigned. Her 
menſes continued regular, but ſhe ſhewed evident 
marks of great ſenſibility of the nervous ſyſtem, 
Two phyſicians who attended her, after trying 0- 
ther remedies in vain, had recourſe to the ſtra- 
monium. They began her with pills of half a grain 
thrice a-day, and gradually auginented | the doſe, 
till 


cru 
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ill ſhe took fix or eight grains in the day. 
good effects of this remedy ſoon appeared. 


369 


The 
It was 


not long before ſhe recovered her reaſon, w hich 
the enjoyed as for many years after 


wards. 


A woman, after being for nine e yearn affected 


with an itchy eruption at the points of her fingers, 
nad it cured by means of plaſters. 


This cure 


was followed by fluor albus, attended with many 
troubleſome ſymptoms, the principal of which 
were, oppreſſion at her breaſt, a tendency to deli- 
rium, vomiting, and e pains in her belly. 
The ordinary medicines employed in ſuch caſes 
were tried in vain ; and attempts were made to 
recall the eruption to her fingers, but to no pure 
poſe, But, by the uſe of ſtramonium pills, her 
ſymptoms were greatly abated, her appetite reſto- 


ted, and her general habit and ſtrength much re · 


cruited. 
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Memoire ſur 1 guẽris N Electricitł 1 
c hui, mMaux guerts par t Hlectficitè, pa) 
J. Lindhoults Vid. Memoires de Þ Acadeni; 
Noyale des: Sciences de Qtockolmy tr aduit far a 
M. De Keralio. LE Paris. 5 
elt 
tte x, 22 
man was 1 with deafneſs} in lis Jen 
N car, accompanied with conſtant tinnitus 
For this complaint, he was electrified, and in two 5 
or three minutes his hearing was perfectly reſto- FO 
5 ul 
| red. tele | 
1 A man, for thirty years, had his hearing conſi- 
1 derably impaired:; and, for ten years, he had been rig 
1 affected with tinnitus and pain in the teeth. By 5 
; the uſe of electricity, he was freed from all theſe 8 
. com plaints. | we 
; A young man, about twenty years of age, was 
; afflicted with very violent colics, during which, 
1 there was a diſcharge of blood from his cars. 
1 This impaired his hearing; but 1195 electricity . 
was reſtored. Go 


A 


COMMENTARIES. 371 


A girl ſeven years of age, who had been deaf, 

and of conſequence dumb, from the time of her 

bY was electrified. Her hearing was gradual- 
reſtored 3 and ſhe ſoon learned to ſpeak. 


F young man, about nineteen years of age, fal- 
ling into water through | ice, contracted a dullneſs 
ol hearing 3 ; from hien he was ſoon recovered by 
N city. 


II. Pains in the Linbe. 


A bir; after being long ſubject to at- 
tacks of epilepſy, was at length affected with 
pain and ſtiffneſs in his feet and knees. By the 
uſe of electricity, for a few days, he became able 
to work as before. 

A young man was ; ſo alflid cd with pain in his 
right thigh, as to be unable even to turn himſelf 
in bed. Upon its being electrified for a few days, 
he was able to walk out of his chamber, Without 

any uneaſineſs. + Jo 


2 
8 4 


III. fle, nad. 


A man, whoſe knee-joint had oil bent 
for ſeveral years, upon being three times clectri- 
hed, was reſtored to the free uſc of it, 
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A young man had his right foot bent outwardy 
in ſuch a manner, that he could not walk without 
a ſtaff. He was electrified for thirteen days. On the 
thirteenth, he burnt his ſtaff, and never had occa- 
ſion to uſe it afterwards. 

A girl, about four years of age, contraQed x 
light lameneſs from the ſmall pox. This com- 
plaint encreaſed in ſuch a manner, that, by the 
time ſhe was thirteen, ſhe could not walk without 


crutches, and barely touched the ground with 


her toes. After being electrified for twenty days, 
ſhe could walk without any aſſiſtance. 


IV. Intermittent Fever. 


A gardener, aged thirty-three, wanted to try e- 
lectricity for an obſtinate quartan, under which | 


he had laboured for a long time. He was accor- 
dingly electrified, after which, he fweated pro- 


fuſely for ſeveral nights. Upon this, his paro- 


xyſims became leſs ſevere, and at length the fever 


85 entirely left him. 


We have had, ſays Mr Lindhoult, ſeveral ex- 
amples of the efficacy of electricity in each of 
thele caſes, And it has alſo been employed in 


pally 


pal 
rhe 
cel; 


palſy of the tongue, weakneſs of ſight, epilepſy, 
cheumatiſin, colic, and toothach with equal ſuc- 
ceſs. 


VI. 
Memotre fur PU [age Medicinal du Gen#t, par 


J. Odhelius, medecin du Rai. Vid. Memoires 


de P Academie Royale des Sciences de Stockbolm, 
traduit par M. De Keralio, 4to, Paris. 


H E Swediſh army having gone into win- 

T ter quarters in the year 1759, there ap- 
peared among them a catarrhal epidemic fever, 
which uſually terminated by an imperfect criſis, 
The feet, legs, and thighs ſwelled, and theſe com- 

paints either continued obſtinate or terminared in 
a formal dropſy, Attempts were made to ſtop 

this metaſtaſis by the uſe of purgatives. They 
irequently occaſioned a watery diarrhoea, but 
without relieving the fymptoms. Diuretics were 
more ſucceſsful, particularly a hxivium of the 
alhes of juniper. But this plant being very rare, 
broom was ſubſtituted i in its Place, which bad a 
Aag 8 {till 
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{till better effecc. From drinking a ſtrong lixi. 
vium off broom-aſhes, the urine became abun. 
5 dant, and the ſwellings ſoon diſappeared. By em. 
ploying, after this, the common means for 
ſtrengthening the ſolids, many were reſtored ta 
perfect health. 


VIE. 

Recherches ſur les modifications de Patmeoſphere, 
contenant Phiſtoire critique du Barometre, et di 
Thermometre, un traité ſur la conſtruction de ce; 

inſtrumens, des experiences / relatives a leurs uſages, 
et principalement a la meſure des hauteurs, et q 


ta correction des refrations ncyennes, avec . 


gures, par J. A. De Luc, Citoyen de Geneve, | 


Correſp. des Aradim. Royale des Sciences de Pa- 
ris, ef de Montpellier, tome 1. 4to, Geneva, | 


OR the work now before us, we are indebt- 


ed to the long continued labour. of a moſt 
induſtrious philaſopher. In the year 1762, Mr 
De Luc preſented his manuſcript to the. royal a- 
| cademy of ſciences at Paris, It was ſubmitted to 


tg 
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the examination of. thoſe. eminent men, Me Ars De. 
la Condanune,, and De la Lande, who, after at- 
tentive peruſal, gave it as their opinion, that it 


might jultly be conſt.iered as one of the g greateſt 


treaſures With which philoſophy had been enrich- 


ed for many. years before. But the author , tat 


he might have an opportunity of (till farther con- 
firing, by repeated expe riments, thoſe di ove- 
ries which he had made, Kept the work ten years 


longer in his po! Jettion, before he would venture 


to ſubmit it to the judgement of the public. 
How far it will now ſatisfy the high expectation 


that has been entertained with regard to it, thoſs 


who attentively examine the work itſelf muſt de- 


termine. All that we cun propoſ: is, to give our 
readers ſuch a view of it, as the limits ol our pu- | 


blication will allow. | 


* 


The importance of the baroneter, in the ſolu- 


tion of many queltions in natural philofphy, and 
the difficulties. that attend its conliruct.ou and ap- 
plication for obtaming thete cas, | tirit induced 
Mr de Luc to turn his attention to che improsve- 
ment of this inſtrument. He hoped, that tiius he 
ſhould be enabled to give a more exact ſolution 
of many of thoſe phacnomena which, by nc ans 


« 7 


of! it, may be elucidated. In the progrels of [118 
A aq imqulries, 
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inquiries, finding how intimately the barometer iy 


connected with the thermometer, he has likewiſe 


beſtowed part of his attention upon this laſt in- 
ſtrument. Ta ſhew the ſtate in which he found 


the barometer, and to rouze the attention of the 


public to a ſubje& ſo intereſting, he ſets out with 
a hiſtory of that inſtrument. In this he preſents us 


with an account of its invention, of the moſt ef. 


ſential changes which have been made upon its 
conſtruction, of the theories which have been 
formed to explain its phaenomena, and of the 
principal experiments hitherto made with it. 


Few are ignorant, that the barometer was in: 
vented in the year 1643, by the celebrated Torri- 
celli, and that he likewiſe pointed out its ule for 
diſcovering the weight of the atmoſphere, Soon 


| afterwards, Mr Palcal hinted at its application for 
_ meaſuring. the heights. of mountains, which was 
firſt put in practice by Mr Perrier. 


In treating of the changes which this inſtru- 


ment hag undergone, Mr de Luc firſt gives an ac- 
count of the Torricellian barometer, and then of 
thoſe invented by Deſcartes, Huygens, Hook, 


Morland, Bernoulli, Amontons, De Mairan, and 
Prins, To the account of each he has added 
ſome 


9 


fome obfervations on the advantages and difad; 
yantages with which it is attended, 


A phaenomenon attending barometers, which 


ſoon attracted the attention of philoſophers, was 


the light which they often produced, upon the 


mercury Within them being agitated. Upon this 
ſubject he preſents us with the opinions of Ber- 


noulli, Homberg, De Mairan, Du Fay, and Muf- | 
ſchenbroeck, who imagined, that it thiefly depend- 


cd upon ſome particles of fire, introduced, either 
by the mercury having undergone a preparation, 
by which ſome ſuch matter might attach itſelf, or 
by ſome particles of air getting into the upper 


part of the tube, and carrying along with them 
the matter of fire. Theſe opinions, however, for 
many reaſons, he rejects, and inclines to adopt that 


of Mr Hawkeſbee, ho ſuppoſes it to be an elec- 


trical phaenomenon. This he endeavours to ſup- 
port, by ſhewing, that thoſe circumftances which 
influence the electrical power in glaſs globes, have 
the ſame effect upon this property of barome- 


ters. Muſſchenbroeck had found, that the baro- 


meter, in this ſtate, attracted a thread, but ſup- 
poſed it to depend upon the agitation of the air. 


This objection, however, has been obviated by 


Mr Ludolff, in the Berlin Memoirs, who included 
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both the thread. and : barometer in an exhauſteg 
755 =iver, and tuen found the thread attracted jn 
lame manner as in the open air. He con- 
9512 his remarks on this ſubject with obſerving, 
that a well conftructed barometer is in general 
electrical, but that A barom*t-r may be eledri. 
cal, and, at the ſame time, coutain (uch a quan- 
tity of air, as to rende r it highly. dcfective, and 
that a barometer may be very good without being 
electrical. 


He next proceeds to mention the method of 
_ exhaulting barometers of their air, by means of 
boiling the mercury in them. 1 his method, he 
tells us, was firſt communicated to Du Fay, by a 
German artiſt, and aftcrwards put in practice by 
M. Caſſini de Thury. He repreſents it as very 
advantageous for correcting the irregularity. of 
different barometers, when placed in the fame 
circumſtances ; but imagines it has been little fol- 
| lowed, from tae imperfect directions given con- 
cerning it; from the difficulty of the practice; and 
from its appearing to be but of little conſequence, 
He next takes notice of an experiment of M. 
Plantade, concerning the effects of the different 
diameters of the tubes employed as barometers. 
At a thouſand toiſes above the level of the ſca, that 
gentleman found that the mercury was lower 
55 | „ 
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in ſmall tubes than in large ones; but that, 
above that height, they were all equal. This 
he attributed to the different weights of the air. 
But Meſſrs Caſſini and Monnier; upon repeating 
the experiments, found, that the difference de- 
pended upon portions of air Toogining:. in che : 
tubes. phe; 

This chapter is concluded with an account of 
the effects of heat upon the barometer, which was 
firſt obſerved by! Mr Amontons, who gave a rule 
for correcting it; but Mr de la Hire has contra- 
| dicted it from Ks experiments, And both Du Fay 
and Beigton contend, that i it happens only in thoſe 
barometers which are not perfectiy purged of air. 
But our author thinks they are miſtaken, the foun- 
dation of which he afterwards points out, when 
giving an account of his own experiments. He 
concludes, therefore, that heat has ſome influence 
upon the barometer, by 


Having thus given an account of the! invention 
of the barometer; and of the varieties in the con- 
ſtruction of it, the author proceeds, i in the third 
chapter, to treat of the variations which the mer- 
cury undergoes in point of height. This, he ob- 
ſerves, is one of the moſt intereſting phacnomena 
with regard to the barometer, and has engaged 
the attention of the moſt eminent philoſophers. 


„ = 


Frm Bag, r — 2 =s£ 


. — — 2 


put, therefore, with an account of his experiments 
1 e 


1 1 D 4 


They all agree, that differences in the height 
of the colu nn of air, and changes in the 
ſtate of the air itſelf, have conſiderable in. 
fluence upon it. But, as it is evident that other 
effects, which muſt neccflarily proceed from theſe 
cauſcs, and the variations which take place in the 
barometer, by no means correſpond to each other, 


2% 


cauſcs of a different nature muſt ne ceflarily be 
called in: And on this philoſophers have differ. 
ed much in their opinions. Mr de Luc here pre- 


ſents us with an account of the hypotheſes of Paſcal, 
Beal, Garden, Wallis, Liſter, Halley, Garſten, De 
la Hire, Mariotte, Le Cat, Woodward, Leibnitz, 
Mairan, Hamberger, Bernoulli, and Muſſchen- 


| braeck. With regard to theſe opinions in gene- 


ral, the author remarks, that, although, many of 
them be founded upon circumſtances which un- 
doubtedly hold to a certain degree; yet they are 


by no means ſufficient to account for the varieties 


which occur; and that therefore ſome other cauſe 
mult be ſought for. | 


In the fourth chapter, the author 3 us 


with a particular hiſtory of the attempts which 
have at different times been made to aſcertain; 


heights by means of the barometer. The firſt 
who attempted this was Paſcal. The author ſets 


on t 
Cal 
the 


tab 
vie 
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on this ſubject; after which, he ſubjoins thoſe of 
Boyle, Mariotte, Halley, Maraldi, Scheuchzer, J. 


Caſſini, Bernoulli, Le Monnier, Caſſini de Thuri, 


Horrebow, and Bouguer. The differences among 
them are very remarkable. To illuſtrate this, a 


table is ſubjoined, in which we have a diſtindt 
view of the heights, ſuppoſed by each, to corre- 


ſpond to determined falls in the barometer. This 


uncertainty, the author tells us, firſt excited his 
curioſity. And, as he found authors diſagreeing 


ſo much, he reſolved, ſhutting every book upon 
the ſubject, to conſult Nature alone, following her 
ſtep by ſtep, as far as ſhe would conduct him. 


Having finiſhed this hiſtory, therefore, he next 


proceeds, in the ſecond part, to give an account of 
his own experiments and obſervations. 


If che remarks offered in the preceeding hiſto. - 


ry be well founded, it is by no means ſurpriſing, 
that barometers, even in the ſame circumſtances, 
ſhould diſagree in point of altitude, Our author's 
firſt attention, therefore, is naturally beſtowed on 
tlie means to be employed for conſtructing baro- 


meters, in ſuch a manner, as to correſpond with 


cach other, and be uniform in their riſing and 


falling. The principal varieties in barometers, 
according tt to our author, depend upon the me- 
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od of filling the tube, che influence of heat, th 


level at which it is placed, the form of the tube 
itſelf, and the poſition and divifion of the ſcale, 
On cach of theſe ſubjects we are preſented. With 


many experiments to ſhew their influence ; 3, and 
with directions by which the faults FLO irom 


thence may be corrected. 


When a barometer 1 is to be fled, for properly 


purging it of the air, he recommends that the 


mercury ſhould be boiled in the tube. This is 


to be done by turning downwards that extremity 
of the tube, to which the ſcale is to be fixed, and 
then holding it obliquely over a charcoal-fire, ex- 
| poſing the different parts of the tube ſucceſſively, | 
till the boiling takes place, 


Heat affects barometers i in two ways, either by 


acting upon the mercury itſelf, or upon the air 


they contain, if they be not properly purzed of it, 


In the one caſe, it produces a regular elevation of 


the mercury, and in the other an irregular de- 


preſſion, For the variations occurring in the lat- 
ter of theſe ways, no ſtandard can be fixed. But, 


in the former caſe, proper allowance may be 


made, from determining, by a thermometer, the 


degree of heat in FREY the barometer ſtands. | 
| Great 


% 


Great care is neceſſary in determining the level 
of a barometer; and, when a compariſon is to be 
made, the tubes ſhould be as nearly as poſſible 
of the dame diameter, | 
Faults 1 in barometers often ariſe from the man- 
ner in Which the ſcale is meaſured, as well as from 
| the diviſions themſelves : Particular attentii1 to 
both circumſtances, therefore, becomes abſolute- 
ly neceſſary. Another circumſtance claiming at- 
| tention, is the poſition of the barometer when an 
obſervation” is made. With thoſe that are fixed 
on a wall, attention is neceſſary only, that they be 
properly placed at firſt : But, with portable ones, 
Mr de Luc recommends ſuſpending a plumb to 
them, that we may be better able to judge when 
they are perpendicular. Another thing neceſſa- 
ry in making obſervations with barometers, is, 
that the eye of the obſerver be always upop a le- 
vel with the mercury. By proper attention to all 
theſe circumſtances, the author is of opinion, that 
obſervations made in diuerent places may be com- 
| pared with each other, and the barometer ſuc- 


ceſsfully employed for the ſolution of many uſctul 
problems 1 in Philo ophy. | 


After theſ- oblervations on barometers, the au- 
chor proceeds, in the ſecond chapter of this part, 
Naas _ 
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to treat of thermometers. He regrets much the 


aany errors that have ariſen, and the many ob. 
ſervations that are rendered uſeleſs, by thermome- 


ters being differently conſtructed; And he ob. 
ſerves, that this inſtrument can only be extenſive. 


ly uſcful, when ſonie one ſcale is generally admit. 


tcd, and all the others are abandoned. He next 
proceeds to treat of the matter of which they 

ſhould be formed ; and is of opinion, that quick- 
ſilver is preferable to every other, becauſe the di- 
latations which it ſuffers from heat are moſt ex- 
ac proportioncd to the variations of the heat. 
'T he author next proceeds to give ſome ac- 
count of the fixed points in thermometers. As 
theſe are not the ſame in different thermometers, 


this leads him to give a hiſtory of the principal 


thermometers which have hitherto been employ- 


ed. From this it appears, that the temperature at 


which water freezes, and that at which it boils, arc 

the two fixed points moſt generally adopted. On 
each of theſe, therefore, he beſtows goon 
conſideration, 

After pointing out the neceſſity of faing with 
preciſion the inferior point, he obſerves, that the 
methods hitherto taken for aſcertaining the de- 
gree of cold ſufficient to freenc water are equi- 
vocal. 


th 
0 


* 
\ 
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vocal. To prove this, he examines particularly 
the opinion of Mr Reaumur, who ſeems to have 
beſtowed the greateſt attention on this ſubject. 
He propoſes that, for fixing the inferior point of 
all thermometers, we ſhould employ the tempe- 


rature of melting ice or ſnow; and he adduces 


ſeveral experiments to prove, that this point can 
be aſcertamed with greater preciſion than any o- 
ther. 1 . — 855 

The ſuperior fixed point, which has in general 
been adopted, is that of boiling water. "Chis he 


thinks preferable to that of Mr Reaumeur, Who 


took, as his fixed point, the higheſt degree of 


beat, of which ſpirit of wine is ſuſceptible, with- 
out boiling. But the heat of boiling water, he 


obſerves, is influenced by ſeveral circumſtances. 
The firſt which he mentions, is the preſſure of the 
atmoſphere upon the ſurface of the water, which, 


at different times, varies conſiderably. T9 re- 


medy this, he propoſes, that all thermometers 


thould be made when the barometer is at a deter- 


mined height. For aſcertaining both the inferior 


and. ſuperior fixed points, he direQs, that rain- 
water ſhould be employed, as being moſt free 
from 1 impurities, 
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caſe, dividing the interval between the two ſixed 
ter, into eighty equal parts. 


ters, he tells us, that capillary tubes are prefera- 
ble to others; but that great care ſhould be ta- 
ken that the calibers be uniform; that the balls 


for filling them. He is of opinion, that the belt 


the volume now before us, he offers ſome obſer- 


ſpirit of wine, rather than of mercury, as, in this 
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The diviſion of the ſcale of a thermometer, he 


obſerves, is of itſelf a circumſtance of little con. be 
ſequence : But it is of importance, that ſcales, nr 
which have already been much employed, mou aul 
be retained. Hence he is for continuing the uſe the 
of thoſe of Fahrenheit and Reaumeur ; in the firſt x 


points into a hundred and eighty ; and, in the lat- 


In treating of the conſtruction of thermome. 


bear a proper proportion to the length of the 
tube; and that very pure mercury be' employed 


ſcales, both for thermometers and | barometers, are 
thoſe made of ſir. 


Hitherto the author has treated of thermome- 
ters adapted to the purpoſes of philoſophers : But, 
in the third chapter of this part, which concludes 


vations on thoſe intended for the uſe of the public 
in general, Theſe, he thinks, ſhould be made of 


way, they can be more eaſily executed, and will 
5 8 | be 


1 * 
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he leſs expenſive. After offering many direc- 
tions, which he thinks ſhould be followed in re- 


gulating and conſtructing theſe, he obſerves, that 
the concurrence of the public is the only mea- 


ſure which will ever induce artiſts to relinquiſh 


thoſe faulty methods which iy have already a- 


dopted &. 
VIII, 


4 Treatiſe on the Kinkcough, with an Appendix, 


containing an account of Hemlock, and its Pre- 


farations. By William Butter, M. D. Fellow 
of the Royal College of Faye crans F 


Bo, London, 


TA obſervations on kinkcough, with Which 


we are here preſented, are divided i into 


ſeven chapters. In the firſt of theſe, the author 
| {ets out with enumerating the ſynonimes for this 


diſeaſe which have been employed by different 


authors. He then defines it, A quick and nu- 
merous ſueceſſion of violent ſhort coughs, follow- 


ed by a long, ſtrait, and generally ſhrill inſpira- | 


tion, which coughs and inſpiration are repeated 
bi out 


* An account t of the ſecond volume of this work * 
be given in a future number. 
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. circumſtances take place. Frequent haemorrha- 


without intermiſſion, for many ſeconds, or even 
ſome minutes, and often terminate in vomiting of 
phlegm. To this definition he ſubjoins a full de- 
{cription of the diſeaſe ; and concludes the chapter 
with ſome remarks upon the prognoſtics. Ac. 
cording to Dr Butter, a fatal termination of Kink. 
_ cough 1 is owing, either to the length of the diſeaſe, 
or the violence of the fits. In infants, he ob- 
ie it terminates fatally, from producing 
convulſions, ſuffocation, apoplexy, inflammation 
and ſuppuration of the brain, ruptures, and in. 
curvation of the ſpine. In pregnant women, it has 
often produced abortion; and, in adults, it occa- 
£ ons inflammation of the lungs, and its conſe- 
quences, more frequently than in children. From 
long continued kinkcough, patients will become 
aſthmatic, conſumptive, rickety, or ſcrophulous, 

The author conſiders a moiſt ſkin, warm limbs, 
open belly, plentiful expectoration, and free vo- 
miting, as good ſymptoms. On the contrary, he 
draws an unfavourable prognoſis, when oppoſite 


gies, he obſerves, protract the diſeaſe, and a pul- 
monary one is apt to induce conſumption. In 
patients liable to epilepſy, or other diſorders of 
the brain; in ſuch as have weak lungs, or who 


have 


0 
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have been reduced by a preceeding diſeaſe ; the 
kinkcough is often productive of the worſt conſe- 

| quences. When joined with worms, dyſentery, 
mcaſles, ſmall-pox, or peripneumonic ſymptoms, it 
always dangerous, Our author concludes this chap- 
cer with obſerving, that theſe prognoſtics, according 
to the common method of cure, are uniformly 
juſt; but that a more ſucceſsful treatment will af- 
ford exceptions as to the danger. 


In the ſecond chapter, Dr Butter proceeds to 
conſider the nature of kinkcough. It is; our au- 
thor obſerves, an epidemic contagious diſeaſe, of- 
ten complicated with other diſorders, forming va- 
rieties worthy of the molt attentive conſideration. 

Tt is not effentially attended with fever ; as in the 
intervals the patient is entirely free from any 
complaint. It commonly laſts for ſome months, 


- returning in fits for the moſt part at equal diſtan- 
ces. Much bleeding and purging are hurtful in 
it. The moſt famed remedies for it, are gentle 
vomits, ſtomachic laxative paregorics, and ſtimu- 

lating antiſpalmodics. It has often been carried 

off by a fright. And the diſſections of thoſe dy- 
ing early in it have diſcovered nothing praeter- 
natural. From all theſe circumſtances, he con- 
cludes, that it is a nervous ſpaſmodic diſeaſe. 
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He farther remarks, that an uncommon ſecre- 
tion of mucus takes place in this diſeaſe, a free 
diſcharge of which mitigates the ſymptoms : And 
that, in proportion as the quantity of ſlime dimi. 
niſhes, the fits become more mild and leſs fre- 
quent. From this, he concludes, that a morbid 
irritability of the mucous glands is the primary 
affection, and that the ſpaſms are only ſeconda- 
. e 

An inquiry concerning the ſeat of the kink- 


cough is the ſubje& of the third chapter. Va- 


rious have been the opinions entertained with re- 
gard to it. Some have ſuppoſed it to be in the 
lungs, ſome in the ſtomach, ſome in both, while 
others have maintained that it is in the head of 
the wind- pipe or gullet. Dr Butter deſerts all 
theſe opinions, and denies that any one of the 
places above mentioned is primarily affected. He 


alledges, that ſome part of the inteſtinal canal is | 


the principal ſcat of this diſcaſe. To confirm this 


opinion, he offers arguments drawn from four 


ſources: 1. From the nature of thoſe habits 
moſt ſubje& to kinkcough. It chiefly attacks 
children ; and, in them, it is well known that the 
inteſtinal canal is more irritable, and conſequent- 
ly more eaſily affected, than any other part of their 

| bodies. 
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bodies. 2. From the nature and cure of kinka 
cough, it is obſervable, that thoſe children paſs 
- moſt eaſily through this diſeaſe, who have an o- 


pen belly; that vomits are moſt ſerviceable when 


they promote a gentle looſeneſs at the ſame time; 
and that patients labouring under kinkcough bear 
the ation of vomits much better than they do of 
purgatives. All theſe circumſtances, in the opi- 


nion of our author, ſeem to point out the inte- 


ſtines as the ſeat of the diſorder. 3. From the 


diſeaſes conſequent upon kinkcough. The chief 


of theſe are, the king's evil and rickets ; both of 
which, in a particular manner, derive their origin 
from an affection of the alimentary canal. 
4. From the periodical returns of the paroxyſms. 
Here our author runs a parallel between kink- 


cough and intermittent fever. He thinks it the 


moſt probable opinion, that the latter of theſe 
diſcaſes has its proximate cauſe in the guts; and 


he is even inclined to ſuppoſe, that all intermit- 


tent diſtempers depend upon a primary affection 
of the inteſtinal canal. In ſupport of this doQrine, 


he adds the hiſtory of three intermittent diſcaſes, 


which were principally cured by evacuations from 


the inteſtines. 
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He thinks it improbable: that it is ſeated in the 


thinks it improbable that it is ſeated in the ſto- 


3 


* 


Ihe uche concludes this chapter with addu- 
*cing lome objections againſt the ſuppoſition that 
kinkcough is ſeated either in the ſtomach or lungs. 


lungs, as he alledges that, in this diſcaſe, pectorals 
do more harm than good: That a pulmonary 
cough, if not dangerous, terminates ſooner than 
kinkcough ;. and that the rickets and ſerophula 
are never produced by a pulmonary cough. He 


mach, becauſe it is not attended with violent pain, 
ſickneſs, faintiſhneſs, and ſuch like ſymptoms; 
and becauſe intermittent diſorders in general can 
never be ſuſpected to have their ſcat in the ſto- 
mach, ſince vomits render more diſtin inter- 
miſſions which were formerly obſcare. e. 


Having endeavoured to aſcertain the ſeat of 
kinkcough, Dr Butter next endeavours to inve- 
ſtigate its cauſes. As the chief prediſpoſing cauſes, 
he points out the conſtitutional irritability of chil- 
dren ; hereditary prediſpoſition to ſpaſmodic diſ- 

orders; the actual exiſtence: of ſuch diſorders ; a 
redundancy of vitiated humours in the ſtomach 
and guts; worms; dentition ; cold; and acute diſ- 
eaſes in general. T he e cauſe he ſup- 
poſes to confiſt entirely in infectious miaſmata, 
capable 


capable of generating the diſeaſe. Theſe miaſ- 
mata, he thinks, are the growth of Europe, in the 


ame manner as thoſe of the plague, meaſles, and 
ſmall-pox, are of warmer climates. 


Pr Butter next preſents us with the hiſtory of 

twenty caſes of kinkcough, in which he employ- 
ed hemlock, in different forins, with great ſucceſs. 
Building upon this practice, he proceeds, in the 


ſixth chapter, to lay down the cure of kinkcough, 

both ſimple and complicated. In the ſimple kink- 
cough, he tells us, there is but one indication, 
and that is, to adminiſter hemlock. He directs 
tat it ſhould be diffuſed in a watery vehicle, be- 
gun in ſmall doſes, and gradually increaſed. For 


x child under fix months old, he directs half a 


grain to be conſumed in a day; for one from fix 
months to two years old, one grain; afterwards 


allowing half a grain for every year of the pati- 


ent's age, till he be twenty : Beyond that pe- 


riod, he directs that ten grains be given for the 
firſt day's conſumption, gradually increaſing the 


doſe according to its effect. If the patient have 
not two ſtools a-: day, he adviſes that magneſia or 
polychreſt ſalt be added to the hemlock- mixture. 


In the cure of kinkcough complicated with worms, 


dyſentery, dentition, ague, ſmail-pox, and meaſles, 


1 
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he recommends, with the employment of hems 


lock, the exhibition of ſuch medicines as are beſt 
adapted to the nature of each particular diſeaſe, 
When kinkcough | 1s complicated with pregnancy, 
the ſimple method of cure may, he tells us, de 
followed out with ſucceſs. 


This treatiſe on kinkcough is concluded with 
ſome general corollaries drawn from tlie prececd. 


ing obſervations. He alledges, that hemlock is 
| ſeldom contra. indicated by any peculiarity of 
temperament z that it is a ſafe remedy for kink- 
cough, both in the laſt months of pregnancy, and 
firſt months of infancy; that it is a certain anti- 


tpaſmodic z that it is a good medicine in dentition 


and worms; that it ſometimes removes fever, 
| ſtops immoderate excretions, and promotes ſweat 
chat it frequently keeps the belly open, and often 

purges 3 ; that ſometimes it affects no ſecretion or 


excretion; that it immediately procures better 
nights in kinkcough, abates vomiting, and dimi- 


niſhes phlegm; and that, in the ſpace of a week, 
it generally removes the kink and other concomi- 
tant ſymptoms, except a ſlight cough. 
To theſe obſervations on kinkcough, the author 
ſubjoins an appendix concerning hemlock and its 
preparations. He here firſt preſents us with the 


nomine 


ſynonimes and botanical deſcription of the plant 7 
ke then makes ſome remarks on its preparati- 


ons, which he divides into internal and external. 
Of the firſt kind are, the powder, the extract, 
the pills, and the mixture; and, of the laſt, 
the plaſter, the ointment, the Pulte, and the 
fomentation. 


The powder of Hemlock: Dr Butter prepares 
from the leaves, foot-ſtalks, and tender parts of 


the ſtem, gathered about the time the flowers be- 


gin to open. Theſe he directs to be ſpread on a 
hearth, before a good fire, with a deep tender 


behind, to haſten the proceſs of drying. When 


they are ſufficiently friable, they muſt be reduced 
to a powder, and preſerved in phials well ſtopped. 


The powder, in this ſituation, will retain its ell | 


cacy for ſeveral montbs. 


In order to prepare the extract, the plant, he 


tells us, at the ſame age at which it is cut for the 
powder, mult be gathered over night, that all the 
other parts of the proceſs may be finiſhed on the 


following day. After being cut, bruiſed, and 


put into hair bags, the expreſſion muſt be con- 
tinued till the drops fall very lowly. The whole 
of the juice, without depuration, muſt then be 


put into a broad glazed platter, and placed Over 
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a charcoal - fire, in a ſire· pan. Before it becomes 
very hot, it runs into clots. You are then to |; 

it frequently with a hemlock ſtalk, keeping up a 
ſufficient degree of heat to make the clots moye 
about, without cauſing any ebulition. Proceed 
in this manner, till the inteſtine motion ceaſes, 
and no effort is made by the contiguous mals to 
fill up any vacuities which the ſtirring may occa- 
ſion in the bottom of the platter. You wil 
ah bas he, have an extract of a proper conſi- 


quantity of the extract, one fifth of the powder 
ſhould be added. The maſs thus formed, is to 
be put up in ſtone pots, capable of containing a 
pound weight; z and in this manner, we are told, 
it will keep e well for the ſpace of two 
Years. HH 
The hemlock mixture is an extemporaneous 


preſeription, and is made by diſſolving from eight | 


to twenty, or more grains, of the maſs prepared 
for pills, in eight ounces of ſpring water, and ad- 


ding to it half an ounce of Proof: pirit, and as 


much white ſugar, 


For the hemlock-plaſter, he gives the fallow: 
ing * Take of gum ammoniac o eight oun- 


For making the pills, he adviſcs, that to any 


ces, 


ces, common vinegar an Engliſh pint; rub them 


together in a marble mortar, till the gum be diſ- 


ſolved; then incorporate the ſtrained ſolution with 


four ounces of the maſs of hemlock-pills ; and af: 
terwards evaporate the whole over a very gentle 
heat, to the conſiſtence of a plaſter, 


Equal quantities of the maſs of hemlock-pills 
and honey, mixed together without heat, conſti- 


tute his ointment, And his poultice is made, by 


mixing either the powder of hemlock, or the 


bruiſed leaves, with oat-meal, and a ſmall pro- 


portion of honey, adding as much ſpring-water 


as may be ſufficient to bring the other ingredients 


to a proper eonſiſtence. The hemlock-fomenta- 


tion he directs to be prepared, by boiling eight 
ounces of the freſh herb, well bruiſed, in an Eng- 
liſh gallon of water, ſtraining the liquor when cold, 


and afterwards heating it Fe ule. 
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Examen de la Queſtion, Si les Eſpeces changent par. 
mi les Plantes Nouvelles Experiences tentbes d 
ce ſujet. Par M. Adanſon. Pid. Hiſtoire de 
Acad mie err des Science , année 1769, ꝗto. 
Paris. 


” HE queſtion which is propoſed as the ſub. 
: | je@ of this diſſertation, was firſt ſtarted 
by Mr Marchant. In the year 1715, he found 


a ſpecies of mercurialis, the leaves of which re- 
| ſembled threads. It differed fo much from the 


common mercurialis, that he thought it deſerved 
a particular name : He therefore denominated it 


Mercurialis foliis capillaceis. The year follow- 


ing, this plant appeared in the ſame place, with 
its leaves deeply cut, from which he termed it, 
Mercurialis foliis in varias et inaequales lacinias 


quaſi dilaceratis. Theſe obſeryations led him to 
ſuppoſe, that new ſpecics of plants may be px 
duced. | | 


Nothing farther was ſaid upon this queſtion, 


till the year 1744, when Mr Linnaeus, who had 
formerly 


for 


: 
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formerly been of a different opinion, began to en- 


tertain doubts on this ſubje&, and to allow the 
poſſibility of new ſpecies being produced. This 


proceeded from his having obſerved ſeveral tranſ- 


formations in plants. Ot theſe we are preſented 


with ſome intanres 1 in the paper now before 


W. 


zing in an iſland about ſeven miles from Upſal, 
found in a gravelly ſoil, which was covered over 


with Linaria, a plant greatly reſembling the com- 


mon Linaria, but differing from it ſo conſiderably, 
as to conſtitute a new genus, which he named 


Peloria. He imagined that it proceeded from the 


Linaria being foecundated by ſome other plant. 


Another transformation happens annually in 


the garden at Upſal, where the ſeeds of the 
common thiſtle produce the thiſtle of the Pyre- 
nees. | 


A third transformation is, that the great and 


ſmall Vervine of America have produced a new 
ſpecies of Vervine, reſembling in its leaves the 
Vervine of Europe, and in every offer part the | 


great Vervine of America. 


From theſe, and other ſimilar inſtances, Mr 


Linnaeus 


Mr Zoiberg, in the year 1742, when botani- 
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Linnaeus concluded, that many different generz 
ol plants are derived from the ſame mother, by 


different fathers ; and pointed it out as a new 
field for botanifts to attempt the multiplication of 
the ſpecies of plants, by different mixtures, 

Mr Adanſon tells us, in the memoir now before 
us, that he was at firſt inclined to adopt this opi- 
nion; but that, from a more particular examina- 
tion of the inſtances adduced, he was at length led 


to reject it. The mercurialis of Mr Marchant 
diſappeared in the year 1716; and was firſt ſeen 


again in the royal garden at Paris, in the year | 
1766. It was in full bloom on the eleventh of 
July. Mr Adanſon diſcovered it to be a male 


plant. Its leaves, although they had ſuffered no 
damage, reſembled thoſe of the reſeda, when eat 
by inſects. Its antherae were three times leſs 


than ordinary, of a ſpherical Hgure, and quitc 
devoid of ſeminal duſt, 


To determine whether this a. was capable 


of generation or not, he placed ſix ſhoots of the 


female mercurialis under it, and ſhook it three or 
four times a- day over them, that, if it had any ſe- 


minal duſt, they might be foecundated. To avoid 


ambiguity, he deſtroyed every other plant of mer- 


curialis in the garden. The ſeeds of the female mer- 


curialis, under this male, being arrived at maturi- 


Dr 


— 
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ty, by the 1 5th of July, he ſowed part of them. 
None of them, however, ſprung, although the 
plant of extraordinary Mercurialis grew to the 
height of twelve inches, and laſted till the froſt 
killed it. In the ſpring of the year following, he 
ſowed the remaining part of his ſeed. About one 
in ten grew. But the plants produced were no 
other than the common Mercurialis. 

As the leaves of the extraordinary Mercurialis 
reſembled thoſe of the Reſeda, Mr Adanſon at- 
tempted, according to Mr Linnaeus's idea, to im- 
pregnate the female Mercurialis with the ſtaminal 
duſt of the Reſeda, and of the male Canabis. But, 
from all the ſeeds produced by theſe mixtures, 

he could obtain only the common mercurialis, 

From theſe experiments, the author concludes, 
that the fecundation of the ſeed of one genus 


of plants cannot be brought about by the farina 


of a different one ; that the few ſeeds of his mer- 
curialis, which germinated, even when he had | 
taken care to deſtroy every male in the garden, 
had been fecundified by the farina of ſome male 
mercurialis brought from the neighbourhood by 


the wind; and that thoſe plants of Mercurialis, 


which Mr Marchant and himſelf had obſerved, 
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were only monſtrous individuals, and by no means 
a new ſpecies. 


He farther obſerves, that the Peloria, which s 


mentioned by Linnaeus to have produced fertile 


ſeed, is no ſtronger argument of a new ſpecies: 
Becauſe ſeveral ſpecies of the Linaria wi] produce, 


upon the ſame plant, the flowers of the Peloria 


mixed with the common flowers; and, in theſe 
caſes, the natural flowers only produce fertile 
ſeed. He is of opinion, therefore, that theſe ex- 


traordinary plants can be conſidered only as vege- 


table mules, in which the parts of generation are 


always vitiated. 


As the facts, however, teſpecling the Mercuri 
alis and Peloria, are the only authentic ones upon 
which the opinion of Linnaeus is founded, he 


thinks himſelf authoriſed to reject it. He con- 


cludes, therefore, that the production of new 


ſpecies does not take place in the vegetable, any 
more than in the animal Kingdom; and that the 


deviations from nature are never allowed to paſs 


certain bounds. Beyond theſe, ſays he, every 
thing retains that order at firſt eſtabliſhed by the 


wiſdom of the Creator, 


»” A 
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Nouvelles recherches pour ſervir a determiner la 
Nature de la Bile, par M. Cadet. Vid. Hi- 
ſtoire de  Academie Royale des Sciences, Annie 


1769. 4to, Paris. 


T N a former memoir, of which an account 
| has already been given in theſe Commenta - 


ries, Mr Cadet had delivered his ſentiments con- 


cerning the bile, at conſiderable length. He was 


induced, however, to reſume the conſideration of 


this ſubject, in conſequence of a theſis publiſhed 


at Straſburgh by Mr Roederer, 


In that theſis, the author had aſſerted, that the 


bile contains an acid, and that it coagulates milk. 
Suppoſing theſe aſſertions to be well founded, it 
could not be eſteemed a real ſoap, which Mr Cadet 


had before attempted to eſtabliſh. In the pa- 


per now before us, he endeavours to offer ſuch a 
confirmation of his former opinion, as may re- 
move any doubt ariſing from Mr Roederer's ex- 
periments. 
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Mr Cadet mixed bile with milk in a variety of 


ways; and, from the reſult cf ſix experiments, it 
appeared that the milk ſuffered no decompoſition 


or coagulation, He {till concludes, therefore, ag 
he had formerly done, that the bile is an alkaline 
in the ſame manner as ſoap is. He accounts for 
the acid which Mr Roederer imagined he had dif. 
covered in it, from ſuppoling that it may be the ef. 
fect of an acid fermentation; and this, he alled- 
ges, may be owing to the gelatinous part which it 
contains. At the ſame time, he obſerves, that, in 
his own experiments, he could never diſcover any 
acid fermentation in the bile, and that it always 
paſſed very quickly i into a ſtate of putrefaction. 

The author, therefore, is inclined to believe 
that, in Mr Roederer's experiments, the coagula- 
tion of milk muſt either have been owing to the 
milk being already diſpoſed to be ſour, or to the 
bile being changed in its nature. He obſerves, 
however, that the effect of bile thus degenerated 
can be conſidered only as a ſolitary fact, and that 
no general concluſion can be drawn from it with 
regard to the conſtituent principles of the bile, 
He imagines, therefore, that his former concluſi- 
ons were well founded; and that the ! is an a- 
nimal ſoap, void of all cvolved acid. 


„ 


COMMENTARIES. 405 


KI. 

Mẽmoi re fur des Inſectes fur leſquelles on trouve des 
Plantes, par M. Fougeroux de Bondaroy, 
Vid. Hiſtoire de P Academie Royale des Sciences, 
Année 1769. 4to, Paris. 


II has often been obſerved, that ſome plants 
grow upon others, and derive their nou- 
rihment from them: But it is by no means ſo ge- 


nerally known, that vegetables can take root and 


flouriſh on living animals. Mr Fougeroux has 


had an opportunity of obſerving ſome inſtances 


of this extraordinary fact. Theſe obſervations, 
together with what other naturaliſts have ſaid up- 
on the ſubje&, fourniſh matter for the memoir 
now before us. 

The plants, of which an account is here given 
by Mr Fougeroux, are perfectly the reverſe of the 
worm; plant of China, deſcribed by Mr keaumeur 
in the year 1726. For, in that caſe, a worm fixes 


its ſnout into the extremity of the plant, and de- 
rives nouriſhment from it. But the plants, of 
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406 MED TC MEL 
which an account is here given, derive their nou- 
riſhment from the animals. 
In this memoir, Mr Fougeroux propoſes to 
point out different inſects upon which plants do 
grow; and to propoſe what ſeems to him the moſt 
probable method of accounting for this conjunc- 
tion. The greateſt part of the animal plants, 
which he has ſeen, grow, he tells us, on the chry- 
ſalis of a ſpecies of cicada. The plant growing 
on theſe inſeQs has got the generic name of Cla- 
varia, becauſe its ſtalks and branches, when it has 
any, are terminated by tubercles, which give it 
the appearance of a little club. The root of this 
plant, in general, covers the body of the inſect, 
and ſometimes is even extended over its head. 
When theſe productions have for ſome time been 
preſerved in ſpirits, the plant and animal may be 
ſeparated from each other without hurting either, 
Small grooves, formed by the rings of the animal, 
may be obſerved running croſs the roots of the 
plant: But no veſtige can be found of the root's 
having any where penetrated the body of the in- 
ſect. Theſe plants produce fibres differing in 
length and number. The fibres are terminnated 
by tubercles, which, before the plant arrives at 
maturity, are ſolid ; but, after that period, they 
| Axe 
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are found punctured, probably by worms which 
have ſuffered a metamorphoſis _ eſcaping from 
them: 


According to Mr Fougeroux, plants grow, not 
only on the chryſalis of the cicada, but upon the 
cicada itſelf. He ſaw one of this kind upon a ci- 
cada brought from Cayenne. The plant, in this 
caſe, differed from the clavaria already mention- 
ed, It was a ſpecies of fucus, compoſed of long, 
white, ſilky fibres, covering the body of the inſect, 
and extending, from ſeven to eight lines, above 
and below its belly. 


The author has found the clavaria formerly de- 
{cribed growing upon worms. He has found it 
chiefly upon thoſe worms which, ſuffering a me- 
tamorphoſis, become afterwards a ſmall ſpecies of 
May-bug. This chryſälis, he obſerves, is very 
different from that of the cicada, and, even in its 
worm-ſtate, may eaſily be diſtinguiſhed from 4. 


After deſcribing theſe different ſpecies of ani- 
mal plants, the author next proceeds to offer his 
opinion upon this ſubject. He firſt conſiders 
what had been ſaid by Dr Watſon, in the philo- 
ſophical tranſactions, concerning the vegetating fly 

of the Caribbee iflands. Dr Watſon” s account of 
1 Cc4 theſe 
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theſe ſlies is, that they bury themſelves about the 
month of May, and begin to be metamorphoſed 
in June; and that the little plant which grows up- 
on them reſembles a branch of coral, is about 
three inches in height, and carries ſmall protube- 
rances, where worms are generated, which are 
again converted into flies. The author imagines, 
that, in this account, Dr Watſon has been decei- 


ved by the worms which he has already mention- | 


ed eat into the clavaria, and undergo a change 
in the holes which they have there made. Mr 
Fougeroux is rather inclined to adopt the opinioh 
of Dr Hill, founded upon obfervations made at 
Martinico. There the cicadae are very frequent, 
and, during their chryſalid ſtate, bury themſelves 


among dead leaves, to wait their metamorphoſis, 
Dr Hill imagines, that the ſeeds of the clavaria are 
then attached to them, and are afterwards develo- 


ped, much in the ſame manner as the Fungus ex 


pede equino grows upon the hoofs of dead horſes. 


It may appear aſtoniſhing, that the clavaria 
ſhould attach itſelf ſo conſtantly to the nymphae 
of the cicadae in America, as it is not obſerved to 
do ſo in other countries. For this Mr Fougeroux 
attempts to account, from viewing the clavaria as 


a paraſite peculiar to this ſpecies of inſect; from 


the 
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the great number of the nymphae of cicadae 
which abound in America; and from the circum- 


ſtances of the climate and ſoil, which may render 


this phaenomenon very common there, ee 
it be not obſerved in Europe. 


Many particulars reſpecting this ſubject pro- 
bably ſtill remain to be inveſtigated. Mr Fou- 
geroux, therefore, recommends it to thoſe lovers 
of natural hiſtory, who have themſelves an oppor- 
unity of examining facts of this kind, to multiply 
obſervations, by which a full account of this phac- 
nomenon may be obtained. 


XII. 

Memoire dans lequel on demontre L' action du Pous 
mon ſur ] Aorte, pendant le temps de la Reſpira- 
tion; et ou Pon prouve, que dans Þ Enfant qui 
vient de naitre, le Poumon droit reſpire avant le 
gauche, Par M. Portal. Vid. Hiſtoire de l, Acadb- 
mie Royale des Sciences, Anne“ 1769. 4to, Paris. 


N this memoir the author ſets out with obſer- 
1 ving, that no anatomiſt has hitherto given. A 
perfect deſeription of the trachea. To ſupply this 

defect, | 
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defect, we are here preſented with one by him. 
ſelf. 


| The trachea, he obſerves, when it reaches 28 

far down as the ſecond or third vertebra of the 
back, divides into two branches. Theſe branches, 
which are termed bronchi, according to our au- 
thor, differ from each other in thickneſs, length, 
and direction. The right, he tells us, is about 

one fourth part thicker, and one fifth ſhorter than 
the left, while the direction of theſe tubes under- 
goes changes at different ages. The left bronchial 
tube, in a foctus, 1s more inclined backwards 
than it is in an infant after reſpiration has once 


taken place; and the right, in an infant born to the 


full time, is more elevated than before birth. 


Aſter ſubjoining ſome other obſervations on the 
ſtructure of theſe parts, the author farther ob- 


ſerves, that the right bronchial tube has free mo- 
tion in that cavity of the thorax into which it paſ- 
| ſes, while the left is cloſely contracted by the 
aorta. In conſequence of this, the motions which 
take place in theſe two muſt mutually affect each 
other. To confirm his opinion, two inſtances 
are here ſubjoined. 

' Upon the diſſection of a patient, he before 
death had complained of great difficulty of breath- 


. ing, 


pm 
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ing, the paſſage of the left bronchial tube was 
much ſtraitened by an aneuriſm at the curvature 
of the aorta. And, in a man who had a wonder- 
ful irregularity of pulſe, the left lobe of the lungs 
being filled with tubercles, the bronchial tube of 
the ſame ſide was raiſed higher than uſual, by 


which means it compreſſed the concave part of 


the curvature of the aorta. After narrating theſe 
inſtances, he next remarks, that, in reſpiration, . 
the left bronchial tube is raiſed from its place, and 


carries the aorta along with it. In proof of this 


opinion, which, he thinks, may be of uſe in the 


practice of phyſic, he adduces ſome obſervations 
which he has himſelf made in opening living ani- 
mals. 


The diſſection of a kitten-which he killed a few 
minutes after being brought forth, gives him occa- 


ſion for ſome farther remarks. In this animal, the 


right lung was of a whitiſh colour, filled the whole 
cavity of the cheſt, and ſwam in water. The left 


was of a dark red colour, in a collapſed ſtate, 
and ſunk in water. But, upon being blown into, 
it kept upon the ſurface of the water, in the ſame 
manner as the right. From this he concluded, 


that, in the firſt reſpirations, the air enters only in- 


to the right lobe of the lungs. In this opinion 
Q 
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he was confirmed, by repeated trials made upon 
other animals, and upon a human foetus which 
had never breathed. Upon blowing into the 
trachea, he found the right lung much more di. 
ſtended than the left. 5 
He alledges, that this circumſtance may eaſily 
be explained, from the remarks he had before 
made concerning the ſtructure of the parts. And 
he concludes with pointing it out, as a parti- 
cular well meriting the attention of thoſe who 
are called in criminal caſes, to determine whe- 


ther a child has breathed or not. The right lobe 


may ſwim in water, while the left ſinks. From 
truſting to a ſingle trial, therefore, diſagreeable 
miſtakes may be produced, 


_ SECT. 
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Medical Obſervations, 


] 
FACETED ELL EEE LED IELIELELLIEIECELEIEETERS 
1. | 


4 Caſe of incarcerated Hernia Cured, by Mr Wil- 
| ham Chalmers, Surgeon in Edinburgh, 


Bout eight or nine years ago, a ſtrong healthy 
man, aged ſeventy- ſeven, by trade a baker, p 
imigining he was to fit down upon a chair, which „by 
miſtake, had been removed, aceidentally fell to the 
ground. Immediately upon this, a ſmall tumour was 
obſerved in his right groin. As it was concluded 
to be a hernia, he uſcd a truſs for it, and continued 
long free from any great uneaſineſs, If at any 
time it appeared, he could with great eaſe reduce 
it himſelf, till about five or fix months ago. It 
then continued down for three days together, 
but 
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but without any violent ſymptom; and at the end 


of that time it went up of itſelf. He remained in 


good health till the fourth of February 1773, 
when, upon an over exertion at work, the tumour 
appeared more large and tenſe than it had done 
ever before, 


On the fixth of February, b firſt ſaw him; and 
found the tumour larger than a man's fiſt, of an 
oval ſhape, and girded at the ring of the obliquus 
deſcendens muſcle, as if a bit of tape had been 
tied round it, being much narrower there than at 


the lower part. 'The teſticle could be diſtinctiy 
telt, He complained of pain, when the tumour | 


was touched; he had paſſed nothing by ſtool for four 


days; he vomited every thing he took; he was af. 


fected with pain in his belly ; z his thirſt was exceſ- 
' ſive ; his ſkin hot; his pulſe beat ninety ſtrokes in 
minute, and was full and ſtrong. In this ſituati- 


on, he was blooded, fomented, and got ſeveral 


cathartics, both by the mouth, and in the way of 
_ injections. Many attempts were at the ſame time 
made to reduce the tumour, both by himſelf, and 
by me, But all was to no purpoſe. Bw 
Feb. 8. The ſymptoms above enumerated 
were much aggravated, with the addition of fre- 


quent . Two ſurgeons viſited him a- 


MM 
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long with me, who agreed with me in opinion that 
the caſe was a ſtrangulated hernia, and that the 
operation was abſolutely neceſſary. It was accor- 
dingly performed that night. Upon opening the 
ſac, I found that its contents were the caput coli, 
proceſſus vermitoruus, and part of the colon. 
Theſe I had never before obſerved down, in any 
other caſe in which I had formerly operated. It 
likewiſe deſerves to be remarked, that, although it 
was only four days ſince the deſcent of the gut, 
there were leveral ſtrong adheſions to the back- 
part of the ſac. They were, however, ſafely cut 
through, and the gut returned into the abdomen. 
Soon after the operation, there enſued a conſi- 
derable haemorrhage; and, upon removing the 
dreſſings, the inteſtines were protruded as much 
as before. They were returned, the lips of the 
wound ſecured by a ligature, and a bit of ſponge 
applied to the part from which the blood oozed 
moſt copiouſly. 
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Feb. 9. He had paſſed a pretty eaſy night. 
After the operation, he vomited a little, but none 
again till that forenoon. He had not yet, howe- 

ver, got any paſſage by ſtool ; I therefore ordered 
d clyſter, which operated twice, For the reſt of 
— 
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the day he continued pretty caſy, and his pulſe 
PRI down to eighty. 


Feb. 10. He had a very bad night, voile 


inceſſantly, complained much of pain in his belly, 


and had exceflive thirſt, He then got a calome] | 


bolus, and a ſolution of Glauber's ſalt with manna; 

5 but he had no ſtool. He continued in the Yin 
way all that day ; his pulſe was feeble and inter- 
mitted frequently, and his look was * and 
languid. 5 


Feb. 11. He continued much as before, till a. 
bout ſix in the morning, when he had ſeveral co- 


pious ſtools, and paſſed a good deal of hardened 
foeces, by which he was much relieved. After 


this, he continued pretty ealy for the reſt of the 


day. His pulſe was not ſo feeble as it had been the 
day before, but it [till intermitted. 


Feb. 12. He was reſtleſs during the greateſt 


part of the night, but towards morning had ſome 
ſleep. He had not had any return of vomiting 
fince fix o'clock the preceding morning. His 


pulſe was ſtronger, his look better than before; | 


and irom time to time he took ſome tood, But, 


as he had no ſtool during the night, he was order - 
ed electuary of cream of tartar. 
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Feb. 13. He had ſeveral ſtools during the night; 


in the day-time he ſlept quietly ; his pulſe was ful- 
ler and ſtronger than it had been at any time 
ſince the operation; and he did not complain of 


then? 5 

Feb. 14. He was reſtleſs in the beginning of 
the night, but flept a good deal in the tOrenoon, 
and had two {tools during the day. 

Feb. 15. The wound was drefled, had a good 
appearance, and was beginning to ſuppurate; but 


a new ſet of ſymptoms now ſuperveened. On 
the preceding evening, a tumour appeared upon 


the fide of his head, which ſeemed to be the pa- 


rotid gland enlarged. He complained much of 


its being painful, particularly upon being touch- 


ed. A poultice of bread and milk was applied 


to it. Through the night, however, he continu- 


ed reſtleſs and uncaſy, ſlept very little, was deli- 


> | | We: ; 
rious when he awoke, was much affected with 


heat and thirſt, complained of univerſal ſoreneſs, 


and his pullc was 96. 


Feb. 16. He had a very bad night, and con- 


tinued in every reſpect much the ſame as the day 
before. . 

Feb. 17. The wound was again dreſſed, and 
continued to look well. The tumour on his 


VoL. I. D d cheek. 
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cheek was eafier, and diminiſhed in ſize: But he 
had paſſed a reſtleſs night; his pulſe was feeble, 
and intermitted ORE ; and his ſtrength much 
exhauſted. 


Feb. 19. His wound continued to ſuppurate 
well. He had been reſtleſs for the two preceding 
nights, but flept a little in the day-time. 


Feb. 20. He had not got paſſage by ſtool for 


three days paſt. His belly was tenſe; he was un- 
eaſy through the night, and ſlept none. But the 
following night he had ſeveral ſtools, by which he 
was much relieved ; and on the 2 2d he continued 
eaſier ; but he {till complained of ſome pain along 
the Cats of the colon ; and his belly continued 
fuller and more tenſe Wy when in health. The 
wound was completely ſuppurated, and looked 
well. 


Mar. 1. For ſeveral days before, he had been 
free from all complaints; he was gradually grow- } 


ing ſtronger, and the wound beginning to con— 
tract; by the 8th it was much contracted, and on 
the 18th was almoſt healed. But I then found, 
that, for ſome days, he had been gradually loſing 
ſtrength. He was at times affected with heat and 
fluſhings ; much troubled with cough ; he expec- 


torated, 
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torated, with great difficulty, a thick viſcid 1 
and his breathing was very laborious. By the 


26th, however, all his complaints were better, 


and the wound perfectly heal. 


About the beginning of May, he was 10 well 


as to be able to walk above three miles in a day, 
without any inconvenience. But, after that, he 
had a ſevere fit of the gout, from which, however, 
he is ſince recovered; and continues now, July 
29th, in perfect health. 


. 


Extract of a Letter from Dr Graham Phyſician in 


Stirling, to Dr Hope, Profeſſor of Botany in the 
Univerſity of Edinburgh, concerning the external 


application of Deadly Nightjhade. 


F In many years paſt, I have uſed the Bella- 


ona externally with ſucceſs, in hard ill- 


coudiconcd tumours and ulcers. I ſhall give 


you an inſtance of the prog effects of this prac- 
tice, | Ds 


A middle aged woman became affected with 


an uncommon difficulty in diſcharging her foeces, 
„„ 
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which gradually encreaſed to ſuch a degree, that 
at length ſhe could have no ſtool, without the af. 
ſiſtance of injections. By the help of theſe, how. 

ever, ſhe continued for a conſiderable time with. 
out aſking advice about her complaint. But, by 


degrees, it became more and more Aifficult for 


her to introduce the clyſter-pipe ; and at length 
ſhe found it almoſt impoſſible. In this unhappy 
ſituation the ſent for me. 


Upon introducing my finger by the anus, it 
was ſtopped by a hard tumour, ſeated in the an- 
terior part of the rectum, immediately above the 
ſphincter. I was likewiſe ſenſible of the ſame 


obſtruction, upon introducing my finger by the 


vagina. This tumour, as far as I could judge, 
was about the ſize of a man's fiſt. She ſome- 
times complained of violent pains darting ſud- 
denly through it. At other times it gave her no 
other uncaſineſs, than what might be ſuppoſed to 
proceed from obſtructed foeces. She was always 
free from any degree of fever. 15 


In this unfavourable caſe, I imagined that little | 
could be done, unleſs by external applications 


and that from theſe much could not be expect- 
cd. I ordered a poultice made of the root of 
Belladona, boiled in milk, to be applied to the a- 


nus 
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this application, that in forty eight hours after it 
was firſt employed, a clyſter- pipe could be intro- 
duced with eaſe. She became daily ſenſible of 
the reſiſtance diminiſhing ; and in the ſpace of a 
month was reſtored to perfect health. There 
was in this caſe no ſuppuration, nor even the 


ſuppoſed to come from the tumour, either by the 
anus or vagina. But the tumour gradually di- 
miniſhed in ſize, and, in a few days after the ap- 


plainly be felt in a wrinkled ſtate. 


I could write you more examples of the good 
ellects of this plant externally applied. Some- 
times I have ſeen bad effects from its being taken 
internally but I never ſaw an inſtance of any one 


dying from it. I remember, indeed, to have 
heard of a ſoldier who died after eating the ber- 


ries. But I have been afſured by ſome people 


here, that, when they were boys at ſchool, they 
have drunk the juice of the berries in no incon- 
ſiderable quantities, without being hurt by it. 
This, I own, I have ſome difficulty in believing. 
Yet the plant grows in great abundance in the 


D d 3 neigh- 


nus and perineum, and to be renewed every 
morning and evening. Such was the effect of 
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ſnalleſt diſcharge of any matter which might be 


plication of the nightſhade, the ſurface of 1 it could . 
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neighbourhood of this town, and | 18 well Known 
to every body. 


III. 


Extract of a Letter from Mr Goodſir Surgeon at 

Largo, to Dr Duncan Phyfician in £dinburgh, 

concerning the L.ffeets of the Flowers of Zinc, 

IT Have uſed the flowers of Zinc in ſeveral ca- 
1 ſes. In the two following ones it feems to 

have had a good effect. 


About five or ſix years ago, a girl was s ſeized 


with a hyſteric fit, after walking barefooted a. 
mong ſnow; and, ever ſince that time, ſhe has, 


at intervals, been affected with fits of the ſame 


kind. But, for theſe three years paſt, they have 


gradually become more ſevere than before, and 


recurred more frequently. During the fits, ſhe 
is ſometimes affected with obſtinate contraCtions 
in different parts of her body. At other times, 
ſhe will be ſeized with ſuch violent convulſions, 
as to throw her out of bed, 


After trying with her a great macicts of medi- 


cines, ſome of which gave a temporary relief, I 


had at length recourſe to the zinc. The firſt 
dale ſhe took was to the quantity of a grain, du- 
ring 


RY 
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cing the time of the fit. She had no ſooner” 


ſwallowed it, than ſhe was ſenſible, as ſhe ex- 
preſſes it, of a ſenſe of creeping, all over the ſur- 


face of her body: And, ſoon after, the ſpaſs, 


with which ſhe was before affected, were entirely 


relaxed. She has continued the zinc ever ſince, 
which is now ſix weeks, and, during that ſpace, 
the has been much freer from fits, than at any 


time for theſe five years paſt. 


If ſhe takes the zinc during a fit, it has row a 


very ſingular effect. Her complaints immediate- 
ly leave the region of her ſtomach, and attack the 
inferior extremities, This ſhe has repeatedly ob- 
ſerved. I myſelf ſaw it this day. She complain- 
ed much of pain in her breaſt, from which, upon 


taking a doſe of the zinc, ſhe was immediately 
relieved : But her legs became fo ſuf, that ſhe 


was unable to walk. 


The other caſe, in which I have pa the 


zinc with ſome ſucceſs, is that of a young man 


afflicted with epilepſy. His fits are preceded by 
an aura eplleptica, ariſing from the inſide of the 
knee-Joint. After trying ſeveral medicines, both 
internally, and topically to the knee, without 
any effect, I had at length recourſe to the zinc. 
He has now uſed it for ſome time, and thinks 
himſelf much better. 
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Medical News. 
FEEL el ee eee 


TR John Hunter of London, in lectures 
which he read laſt winter, offered 
ſome curious obſervations on the exfoliation of 
bones, ſloughing, and cauſtics. The following 


account of them, will, we apprehend, be highly 
acceptable to moſt of our readers. 

Mr Hunter is of opinion, that the ſeparation of 
the dead parts of animals from the living has 
not hitherto been properly explained. He ob- 
ſerves, that one part of a bone is never thrown 
off from another, by the rotting of the dead part, 
fince that which comes away is as ſound, and as 
free from putrefaction as it ever was. It is im- 
poſſible, that the hitherto ſuppoſed fungus be- 
tween the found and unſound parts of a bone, 


ſhould 5 
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ſhould ever take place in the manner that has 
been alledged. There is no room for ſuch a 
fungus 3 and granulations in cells are by no 
means adequate to the effect. Beſides this, ex- 
foliation takes place ſooneſt in thoſe bones in 
which there are the feweſt cells, and where there 
is the cloſeſt coheſion. 


Before any part of a bone can be thrown off 


by exfoliation, it muſt be dead. But even then, 


till the proceſs of exfoliation begins, the bone ad- 
heres as ſtrongly as ever, and would remain for 


1 before it could be ſeparated by putrefac- 


tion alone. Bones are compoſed of two ſubſtan- 


ces, a true animal matter, and an carthy matter, 
only intermixed with the other. Hard bones have 
a greater proportion of both theſe ſubſtances, in 


a given ſpace; but at the fame time they have 


fewer veſſels. A dead bone acts upon the ſy- 
ſtem in the ſame manner as any other extrane- 


ous body. It ſtimulates the adjacent living parts; 
in conſequence of which ſuch a proceſs is begun 


as muſt terminate in its being thrown off. 


The effects of this ſtimulus are, 1 /t, That the, 


living adjacent bone becomes more vaſcular ; a 


circumſtance which always takes place, when a 


part has more to do than is juſt ſufficient for the 
ſupport 


*2 


FIR of life. 2dly, That the earth of the li. 
ving part, where it is in contact with the dead 
bone, is abſorbed, Hence the bone becomes 
ſofter, as if it had been ſoaked in an acid, and 
adheres by its animal matter only. gdly, That 
the living animal part is at laſt abſorbed along the 


ſurfaces of contact. This part of the proceſs 
commences long before the laſt is finiſhed. Both 
ol them begin firſt at the ſurface, though, in their 


courſe, they do not every where take place in an 


equal degree at the ſame time. And, 4thly, 


That, in proportion to the waſte made by the laſt 
part of the proceſs, a fungus ariſes from the living 
ſurface, and fills up the intermediate ſpace; o that 
there may be no vacuum. 


Theſe different ſtages taken together conſtitute 
ulceration, When any part of a bone is once 
looſe, it will be puſhed to the ſurface in the ſame 
manner as moſt other inanimate bodies would 


be; and this ſtage is partly mechanical, partly a 
continuation of ulceration. A proof of the third 


ſtage mentioned above may be derived from 
thoſe caſes where people die while extoliation 1s 
going on. A ſmall groove, or worm · eaten canal, 
can then be diſcovered, which becomes gradually 


deeper, and follows the irregularities of the living 
and 
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and dead ſurfaces. After the application of the 
trepan, a circular piece of bone is frequently 
thrown off, which is always leſs than the ſpace 
from which it came. This, however, could nevec 
be the caſe, were there not a loſs of ſubſtance. 


The bones of grown people exfoliate ſooner 
than thoſe of young people. This probably hap- 
pens from the nature of the bone itſelf; as all 
hard bones, and hard parts of bones, exfoliate 


ſooner, when deprived of life, than thoſe which 


are ſoft and ſpungy. Perhaps, hard bones be- 


come ſooner dead, from their having tewer vel- 


ſels. 


Cauſtics, or actual cautery, do not in general : 
haſten exfoliation. They produce death only in 
part of the bone, which is the firſt ſtep towards 


exfoliation. If cauſtics ever haſten exfoliation 
where the bone is already dead, it muſt be by 
producing inflammation in the adjacent living 
bone. This brings about a change in it, and 


makes it exert a power which it was incapable of 
doing before. | 


Mr Hunter cannot ſay that he ever faw a carti- 


lage exfoliate, although he has ſeen above fifty ca- 
{es, in which cartilages were expoſed, and has paid 
particular 
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particular attention to this ſubject. He has ſeen 
aà cartilage ſcraped, and yet no ſenſible exioljati. 


on enſued. He once ſaw a caſe where a cartilage 
became dead, turned black, and came wholly a. 


way from the end of the bone. But, upon Cxa- 
mination, he found that part of the end of the 


bone had at the ſame time exfoliated, and fallen 


off with the cartilage; ſo that it was by no means 
the exfoliation of a cartilage from a cartilage. 


He af opinion, that, i in lougbing, the proceſs 


is nearly the ſame as in exfoliation. In this calc, 
however, there is no earth to be abſorbed. Thus, 


the conſtitution, in throwing off a ſoft part, has 
nothing to do with what correſponds to the ſecond 


ſtage, in throwing off bone. By this means, the 
ſeparation is completed in a much ſhorter time. 


Parts endowed naturally with moſt animal life 


flough ſooner than thoſe which have leſs. As for 


example, ſkin and muſcles ſeparate ſooner than 


tendons and ligaments, 


Mr Hunter is of opinion, that, in applying cau- 
ſtics, it is often of ſome conſequence to be able to 
leſſen the pain; eſpecially when women and children 
are concerned. For obtaining this end, he recom- 
mends the application of the extract of opium to 
the pts for an hour before the cauſtic be em- 


 ployed, 
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poyed. He adviſes likewiſe, that the cauſtic be 
previoully mixed with the extract of opium in- 
{tcad of ſoap. The idea of this practice occur- 
red to him many years ago, when he was houſe- 
ſurgeon to St George's hoſpital, 


Laſt winter, Dr Hunter met with a very ſingu- 
lar caſe of a conception in the Fallopian tube. In 


conſequence of its having burſt, an internal hae- 
morrhage had enſued, which occaſioned the death 
of the woman. He ſhewed the parts to his pu- 
pils. The uterus was enlarged nearly as much 


as it would have been, at the period at which 
the woman died, had the conception been in it; 
and the membrana decidua was diſtinctly ſeen li- 


ning the fundus uteri. He obſerved, that this 


caſe confirmed two opinions which he had before 


entertained, concerning the gravid uterus. It 
ſhewed, that the enlargement of the impregnated 
uterus does not happen mechanically from the 
encreaſing bulk of its contents. It ſhewed like- 
viſe, that the decidua, or outer ſtratum of the 
ſecundines, belongs to the uterus, and not to the 


ovum, or that part of the conception which is 


brought from the ovarium. 


During Dr Hunter's courſe of anatomy in the 


Spring 1773, Mr Cruickſhank employed himſelf 
c a 


; * 
e nou; EY : Ry 4 
me I Sn — 4 — — — 
* — — — "Pe — 1 * — 5 a — — 2 2 * - 1 
— by — g — * — _w N X . — — —_— = — — 2 — „ 5 <->. * 
. - , I — 5 - E — —_ — — — — 3 p — = _ 
— — ITT IST TSET 2 8 3 . ͤ —.. EE — — 5 
ankles NS In 3 any 8 _ — — 3 — — . — — — — — . — 1 — — 
- Tail . * ba —_ — r 1 i ae tas — = — — — 2 N 2 — — — — 
— * 8 1 * q . 8 8 E — a — Fw — — — ET — - 
. mY SN. — 5 , - ny 2 pb: — . 5 = __ « * — 2 — 
ys - — — * = + I 2 — 
— 0 - * 3 . 5 *, I . * * — - . _ © — q 
X 2 ö R + 0 
— 5 3 Win, Ae < Pa 9 -. 2 
- * 1 


0 "On 
* w_— * 8 nimm , = 
TEE ate te IT en AE ͤ —— I TTS 
ppt of — 3 — 


pretty much in making injections of the e 
liver, and lungs of the adult human ſubject. The 
following particulars were the reſult of theſe in. 
jections: I/, In one caſe, he puſhed his injection 
from the artery to the pelvis and ureter, without 
any rupture of veſſels. 2dly, In another, he in. 
jected the pelvis and ureter from the vein, which 
he thought ſucceeded better than from the arte- | 
ry. 3dly, In three different kidneys, he injected 
from the ureters the tubuli uriniferi, for a conſi- 
derable length along the mamillae; and, in one 
caſe, a number bf the veins on the external 
ſurface of the kidney were evidently filled with 
the injection. In all theſe experiments, the co- 
louring matter of the injection was vermilion, 
At, In moſt of his injections of the arteries of 
the kidney, he found what anatomiſts have cal- 

led cryptae, and have deſcribed as cells, to be ex- 
ceedingly fine convolutions of very ſmall arteries. 
5hly, He has often filled the lymphatics of the 
lungs and liver with quickſilver; and from the 
lymphatics of the liver he has been able, twice in 
the adult, and once in the toctus, to fill the tho- 
racic duct itſelf. 


The high expectations which the public have 
long entertained of Dr Hunter's anatomical 
0 ? plates 


ſatisfied. The text for theſe plates is now in the 
preſs; and it is thought that they will for certain 
be publiſhed during the courſe of the enſuing 
winter. 
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An accurate ſurvey has this ſummer been 
made of the number of inhabitants i in the town 
of Mancheſter. . By it an exact account has been 
obtained of the number of houſes, families, 


males, females, married, widowers, widows, un- 
der fifteen, above fifty, male lodgers, female lod- 
gers, and houſes which are in that town. The 


expence of this ſurvey was defraycd by a ſubſcrip- 
tion ſet on foot by that induſtrious phyſician and 


philoſopher Dr Percival, who has tranſmitted a 


particular account of it to the Royal Society. As 
an accurate enumeration of the inhabitants of a- 


ny town is the only foundation upon which uſe- 


ful bills of mortality can be eſtabliſhed, it is un- 
queſtionably a ſubje& which well merits the at- 
tention of phyſicians | in general. 


Dr Colin Drummond, who was choſen nired- 


dent of the Royal College of Phyſicians in Edin- 


burgh, at their annual election in December laſt, 
having gone to reſide in Briſtol, ſent a demiſſion 
of his office. Upon this the college, at their 

by quarterly 
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plates of the gravid uterus, will probably be ſoon _ 
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quarterly meeting on the third of Auguſt, una- 
nimouſly made choice of Dr William Cullen to 
be their preſident, till next annual election. At 
the above meeting, Dr Nathan Spens was admit- 
ted a licentiate of the college. 


Dr Robert Hamilton phyſician at Lynn Regis 
in Norfolk, has ſent to the philoſophical ſociety 
at Edinburgh, an accurate hiſtory of the Mumps, 
a diſeaſe which for many years has been very pre- 
vralent in the town where he reſides, and its neigh- 
bourhood, He points out particularly the ne- 
ceſſity of attending 1 in practice, to that remarka- 
ble alternation which takes place between the 
ſwelling of the face and teſticles. And he men- 
tions more than one inſtance, in which, aſter the 
teſticle had been greatly ſwelled, upon the diſ- 
_ eaſe going off, it was entirely waited away, in fo 
much, t that the tunica vaginalis became an empty 
bag. 

In a late Feten of a pregnant woman, at 
Dublin, a double uterus has been found. - The 
| vagina was divided by a ſeptum, and the two paſ- 
ſages thus formed communicated each with a ſe- 
pParate uterus, Theſe two uteri lay on different 
ſides, one ovarium and one Fallopian tube be- 

longing to each, The one uterus was in an im- 


pregnated 
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pregnated, the other, i in an unimpregnated ſtate, 


A full account of this uncommon appearance, 
with an accurate drawing of 1 it, which was taken 
at the time of the difſeCtion, will probably be ſoon 
communicated to the world, i in ſome of the pu- 
blic tranſactions. 


The great facceſs which has en the be- 


nevolent endeavours of the ſociety, inſtituted. 


ſome years ago at Amſterdam, for the recovery 


of drowned perſons, has induced feveral other 


ſtates in Europe to follow their example. Inſti- 


tutions of a ſimilar nature have accordingly been 


ſet on foot at Hamburgh, Venice, Milan, Padua, 
Vienna, and Paris. Dr Alexander Johnſon, in 
the account which he has lately publiſhed of theſe 


foreign focicties, has endeavoured to point out 
the utility and advantage which would accrue to 


Great Britain from a ſimilar inſtitution, and to 


rouze the attention of his country-men to this 
ſubject. The particulars pointed out, as chiefly 


claiming the attention of ſuck inſtitutions, are to 
inform the common people of the meaſures 
which may be moſt effectually employed for the 
recovery of drowned perſons; to caution them 
againſt practices which have hitherto been fre- 


quently employed, but which experience has now 


ſhewn to be pernicious ; to inſtigate them, by 
proper rewards, to the exertion of every endea- 
vour for the recovery of life apparently loſt; and 
to defray any expences that may be incurred in 

ſuch humane attempts. Dr Johnſon promiſes, 
provided his deſign meets with proper encou- 
ragement, to publiſh inſtructions for the proper 

treatment, in the various accidents in which he 
apprehends relief may be adminiſtred. e 
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A Lift of new Books. 


MACAAAPAEAAEDESEDECECEPEEAEEEDEAPEELLEE LEY 


HE philoſophical tranſactions, giving ſome 

T account of the preſent undertakings, ſtu- 

dies, and labours of the ingenious, in many con- 
fiderable parts of the wortd, vol. 62. for the year 


1772, 4to, London. 


An abridgement of Raron Van e $ com- 
mentaries, upon the aphorifins of the celebrated 
Dr Herman Bocrhaave, late profeflor of phyſic, 
&c. in the univerſity of Leyden, concerning the 
knowledge and cure of diſeaſes. By Colin Hof- 
ſack, M. D. of Colcheſter, phyfician to his late 
Royal Hi ghneſs Frederick Prince of TOE » vols. 
1. & 2. Cech 8 4129 


Trait de la gente, et de toutes les maladies 
N chroniques, avec une mẽthode naturelle ct raiſon- 
| E C2 nete 


ö 
N 


nde 1770, ayec les meEmoires de mathẽmatique 
et de phyſique pour la meme annee, tir&s des re- 
giſtres de cette academie, 4to, Paris, 


veau dictionaire phyſique et Economique, de toutes 


436 M E DI C A I. 
nee propre a les guerir. Ouvrage traduite de 
PAnglois de Guillaume Cadogan, membre de la 
Facultate de médecine de Londres, 8vo, Paris. 

Statuts et réglemens generaux, pour les mai- 
tres en chirurgie des provinces du royaume; 
donnes a Marly le 24 Février 1730, 5me edition, 


augmentèe des edits, arrets, et declarations, qui y 


ont rapport des differentes notes et eclairciſſemens, 
des modeles pour les lettres de maitriſe, &c. De- 
dic a M. de la Martiniere conſeiller d' tat, pre- 
mier chirurgien du Roi, &c. Par M. le Bloud 


d' Oblen, avocat en parlement, ſeeretaire de M. 


le premier chirurgien du Roi, 8 vo, Paris. 


Elemens de pharmacie theorique et pratique, 
par M. Baume; troiſième edition, corrigee et 
augmenteée, 8vo, Paris. 


La Phyſique des Dames, ou les quatre elemens; 
ouvrage utile pour diſpoſer a Vintelligence des 


merveilles de la nature, par” M, * Nonays 12mo, 
Paris. 


Hiſtoire de l' Academie royale des ſciences, an- 


Hiſtoire uniyerſelle du regne vegetal, ou Nou- 


I 
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les plantes qui croiſſent ſur la ſurface du globe, 
contenant leurs noms botaniques, et triviaux 
dans toutes les langues, leurs claſſes, leurs fa- 
milles, leurs genres, et leurs eſpeces; les animaux 
auxquelles elles peuvent ſervir de nourriture; 
leur analyſes chymiques; la maniere de les em- 


ployer pour nos alimens tant ſolides que li- 
quides; leur propriẽtẽs, non ſeulement pour le 


mẽdecine des hommes, mais encore pour celle des 


animaux; les doſes, et la maniere de le formuler, 
et les differens uſages pour leſquels on peut s'en 
ſervir dans les arts et metiers, &c. Auquel on 
2 joint une bibliotheque raiſonne de tous les 
livres de botanique, Vexplication des differens 
termes uſitès dans cette partie de Phiſtoire 
naturelle ; une notice de tous les ſyſtemes ; et 
enfin le liſte des profeſſeurs, et des jardins bota- 
niques de PEurope. 24 vol. in fol. ornes de 1200 
planches gravees en taille douce, par les meil- 
leurs maitres, et deſſinèes d'après nature ſur les 

7 plantes les plus rares du jardin du Roi, et de ce- 
lui de Trianon, et d' apres la magnifique collection 
des plantes depoſee dans le cabinet des eſtampes a 
la bibliotheque du Roi, commencee et executẽe 
par ordre et ſous les yeux de feu M. le Duc 
d' Orleans regent du royaume, par Robert, Au- 
ez 3 ariet, 
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driet, &c. et continue des nos jours, par M. 
Baſſeporte, 12 vols, folio. Paris. 

F. A. von Waſſerberg von den nutzein und 
der weiſe, die luft rein zu halten. i. e. F. A. von 
Waſſerberg on the advantages of pure air, anc 
on the means of obtaining it. Vienna. 
Anfangs- grund der metallurgie, &c. i. e. Ele. 


ments of mineralogy, tranſlated from the Latin of 
Wallerius, 8vOo. Leipfic. 


Hortus Romanus, juxta ſyſtema Tournefortia- 
num, paulo ſtrictius diſtributus a Georg. Bonelli 
Moregal. med. Prof. ſpecierum nomina ſuppedi- 
tante L. Sabbati Mera. hort. cuſtod. tom. 1. 
5 Romae. 


Zwey Canzelreden, &c. i. e. Two diſcourſes 
on the legality of inoculation, pronounced on the 
21{t of November 1769 and 1770. Mittau. 


DominiciVandelli. hiſt. nat. Prof. Reg. &c. Faſ- 
ciculus plantarum prior. Liſbon. 


A treatiſe on the Kinkcough, with an appen- 
dix, containing an account of hemlock and its 
_ Preparations, by William Butter, M. D. Fellow 
of the Royal College of hy opp Edinburgh. 
Bro, London. 


A courſe of phyſiology, divided into twenty 
. formerly given by the late learned 
| „ 


Pr Henry Pemberton profeſſor of phyſic at Gre- 
ſham college, Fellow of the Royal Society, and 
of that at Berlin, now firſt publiſhed from the 
author's manuſcript, 8vo. London. 


Memoirs of the ſociety inſtituted at 5 5 = 


in favour of drowned perſons z ; for the years 


1767, 1768, 1769, 1770, 1771, tranſlated from 


the original, by Thomas Cogan, M. D. gvo, 
London. 


Dictionaire os eaux et fontaines minerales, 
contenant Phiſtoire naturelle de toutes les fon- 


taines minerales de la France, leur deſcription hi- 
{torique, leur ſituation, Panalyſe chymique des 
eaux et leurs propriẽtés pour les differentes ma- 
ladies; avec des obſervations pratiques ſur Pu- 
ſage qu'on doit en faire, les diverſes methodes 
de Ven ſervir, et le regime qu'il faut obſerver 
pendant leur uſage. On y a joint les differentes 
manieres d'analyſer les eaux minerales et d'en 
preparer d'artificielles, et une notice exacte de 
tous les ouvrages qui ont paru ſur cette matiere. 
2 tomes, 8yo, Paris. 


Cours complet d'anatomie en quinze planches, 


peintes et graves en couleurs naturelles; par M. 
Gautier Dagoty ſecond fil, et expliquees par M. 


Jadelot Profeſſeur d' anatomie, de la faculte de 
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medecine de Nanci, et de P Acadèmie des ſciences 
et belles lettres de cette ville, folio. Paris. 


Obſervationes phaenomenorum eleQricorum 


in Hohen-Gebrachin et Priſling, prope Ratiſbo- 
nam, faQtae et expoſitae a Cacleſt, * 
O. S. B. &c. Regenſbourg. 


Curationum chirurgicarum, quae ad fiſtulam 


lachrymalem huc uſque fuere adhibitae, hiſtoria 
critica. Auctore J. D. Metzger. M. D. Comitis 
Bentem- Steinfort Archiater, &c. Munſter. 
Analyſe des eaux thermales d' Alz en Savoi; 
dans laquelle on expoſe les diverſes manieres Gu. 
ſer de ces eaux, la methode et le regime de vivre, 
qu'il convient de ſuivre pendant leur uſage, et les 
differentes maladies pour leſquelles elles ſont em- 
ployes; avec pluſicurs obſervations qui y ſont re- 


latives, pour en conſtituer les proprietés. Par M. J. 


Daquin. M. D. de la faculte de Turin, medecin 
de Hotel- dieu de Chamberry, et ſecretaire de la 
ſociẽtẽ d'agriculteur de la meme ville. Chamberry. 


Bechers neue abhandlung von Carlſbad waſ- 


ſer. 1. e. A new treatiſe on the Carlſbad waters, 
by David Becher, M. D. Prague. 


Unterricht gegen die Kinder-Blattern, i. e. 
Directions with regard to the ſmall- pox. Dantzick. 


A hiſtory of a gentleman cured of heats in his 


face, written by himſelf, gro. London. 
Some 
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Some additional obſervations on the method 
of preſerving ſeeds from foreign parts, for the 
benefit of our American colonies 5 with an ac« 
count of the garden at St Vincent's under the care 
of Dr George Young. * John — F. R. 8. 
4to. London. 

Advice to both ſexes in the 8 diſeaſe, 
and a method by which they may probably eſcape 
the infection in their intercourſes with each other, 
when one of the parties is foul, 12mo. London. 

Directions for the management of children, 
from the time of their birth to the age of ſeven 

years ; and a plain and full account of every diſ- 
order to which they are ſubje&, as well as of 
thoſe peculiar to the female ſex} with varieties of 
efficacious and caſy remedies tor each diſeaſe, ſe- 
| leted from the beſt authors. By M. A. Clarke, 
M. D. and Profeſſor of midwifery, gro. London. 

Examen chymique des pommes de terre, dans 
lequel on traite des parties conſtituentes de bled. 
Par M. Parmentier, apothecaire-major de Vhotel 
royal des invalides, 12mo. Paris. 

Chymie experimentale et raiſonn&e, par M . 
Baume Maitre Apothicaire de Paris, Demonſtra - 
teur en Chymie, et de l Academie royale des Sci- 
ences, 3 vols, 8vo. Paris. | | 

Dictionaire raiſonnèe univerſel de matiere 
mẽdicale, concernant les vegetaux, les animaux, 

et 
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et les mineraux, qui ſont d'uſage en medecine : 
leurs deſcriptions, leur analyſe, leurs vertus, leurs 
propriẽtés, &c. recueillies de manuſcrits origi. 
naux et des meilleurs auteurs, anciens et moderns, 
tant etrangers que de notre pays; avec une table 


| raiſonn&e de tous les nomsque chaque pays a don- 
neces aux memes végétaux, animaux, et miné- 


raux, 4 vols; 8 vo. Paris. 


Tableau des maladies veneriennes, ſuivi de 


Fexpoſition des principales mẽthodes employtes 


juſqu'ici pour les combatre. Ouvrage fondè ſur 
Pexperience, et redige d' apres les principes des 


plus grands medecins, tant anciens que mo- 


dernes. Par M. C. E. Thion de la Chaume. 
Med. de la fac. de Paris, 8vo. Paris. , 
Recherches ſar les fievres, ſelon qu'elles de- 
pendent des variations des ſaiſons, et tels qu'on les 
2 obſervees i Londres ces vingt dernieres annees; 
avec des obſervations pratiques ſur la meilleur 


maniere de les guerir. Par M. _ Guillaume 
Grant. M. D. Traduit de PAnglois par M. de la 
: Febure, 2 vols, 12mo. Paris. 


Hiſtoire naturelle du The, avec les obſerva- 
tions ſur les qualities medicales, et les effets qui 
reſultent de ſon uſage; par Jean Coakley Lett- 


N n D. Traduit de Angle, 12mo. Paris. 


| Avis 
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Avis aux gens de la campagne, ou traité des 
les maladies les plus communes. Ouvrage tres 
utile aux paſteurs, chirurgiens, et gens de la 
campagne. Par M. Didelot, 12mo. Paris. 


Demonſtrations elementaires de botanique 2 
Puſage de Pecole veterinaire, nouvelle edition, 2 
vols. 8yo. A Lyons. 

Erxlobens betrachtungen, 1, e. Reflections on 
natural hiſtory, by J. Ch. Erxloben. Gottingen. 
Ern. Jerem. Neifeld, M. D. Ratio medendi 


morbis circuli ſanguinei, monumentis praeſtan- 
tiſſimorum medicorum, tum veterum, tum vel 


maxime recentiorum, ſuperſtructa. Breſlaw. 9 
Caroli Strack, M. D. et in univerſ. Mogunt. 
med. prof. &c. Oblervationes medicinales de co- . 
lica pictonum, maximeque ob arthritidem, 3 2mo, 
Francfort. 3 
Traitement de la petite verole des enfans, 4 
Pufage des habitans de la campagne, et du peuple 
dans les provinces meridionales; auquel on a 
joint la methode actuelle d'inoculer la petite ve- 
role. Par M. Henry Fouquet, * ws 2 vols. 4 
12mo. Amſterdam. 8 =_ 
J. F. Zuckert, M. D. Von den wahr mitteln 
die enthloſung epidemiſchen krankheiten zu ver- 
nuten, 
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hutenz i i. e. An eſſay on the means of preventing 


depopulation from epidemic diſeaſes, by J. F. 
Zuckert, M. D. Berlin. | 


Diſſertationes medicae, quas ex auctoritate re- 
verendi admodum viri Gulielmi Robertſon SS. 


T. P. academiae Edinburgenae praefecti; nec 


non ampliſſimi ſenatus academici conſenſu, et no- 
biliſſimae facultatis medicae decreto; pro gradu 


docdtoratus, ſummiſque in medicina honoribus et 
privilegiis rite et legitime conſequendis; ; erudito- 


rum examini ſubjecerunt, 


Robertus-Butler Remmet, Britannus, De opu 


uſu in morbis inflammatoriis. 


Georgius Pearſon, Britannus, De putredine as 
nimalibus poſt mortem ſuperveniente. 


Carolus Newman, Hibernus, De dyſpepſia. 


Joannes Ligertwood, Britannus, De angina 


5 inflammatoria. 


Jacobus Johnſtone, Britannnus, De angina 


— 


Gulielmus Wemyſs, Britannus, De nen 
Boyleus Coghlan, Hibernus, De plethora. 
Guliclmus Boyd, Hibernus, De diabete. 
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Oculi eanerorum, uſed in the cure of fluor albus 32 5 
Ochelius, 3 obſervations on the clfeQs of broom- 
ales in dropſy . 1 37g. 
on the be of firamonium IO 368 
opiates, cheir effects in internal haemorrhages te 2 23 
Opium, taken in amazing N tor the . 

of tetanus 6 e 172 
Orchis root, its culture and uſe ene IR 
Os brachii, method of [rag it when diſlocated 351 
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Pain from cauſtics, means of abating it 428 
Parr, Bartholemew, on warm bathing | 
- Paſſions, their influence on the biliary ſecretion. 5 
1 explained Go * 
Percival, Thomas, experſmeninh eſſays 1 "364 g 
— - — obbſervations on the elſes of. 
Fred alk in putrid fevers © 
Peruvi ian bark, obſerv ations concerning it 
—cik ole | in ſcarlet fever 
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Peruvian bark, its uſe in puerperal fever - 
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Phlogiſton of the bile, its effect on acids e 
pills, operating by Rooks = urine in the. cure of 
leucophlegmatia 3 
Plague, obſervations on it 1 fa e 
Plancus Janus, his obſervations on urine with a pe- 1 
culiar ſediment F 168 
Plants, examination of the Alion concerning the 4 
generation of new ſpecies 398 
Portal, obſervations on the action * the. hangs on | 
the aorta | . 409 
Pradice of phyſic, nes of i KS 215 
Pregnancy, | method of preventing diſorders pecu- 
| Harly incident to it & 142 
Tuerp fever, eſl: y on „ Re, r 
— E — 
5 method of cure . 4 145 5 
putrid fever, advantages of. ed air injected into ih 
the inteſtines. * 306 
Puwefadion , experiments 0 on it 194 
» 4 
Quick: lime, its ſolvent powers in different quantities 285 
Rickets, A e concerning en ws” 1 178 
| Rucff, Joannes, on the hydrops Peder  M gab. 
Ruſh, Benjamin, his acgount.of the effe@ts of frramo-, * 
1 nium =] 7 | , 74 | 
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mut, Beni li uecount of the Mey XK, * 


rup, prepared from the 1 510 of the e cabbage-tree, 


in the cure of worm 4 328 
ö 
| Salep, method of preparing it OL 268 
—— its uſe in diet and medicine 2 269 
Sarco hydrocele, hiſtories ß 251 
Scarlet fever, obſervations concerning K 29 
Schele Mr, his analyſis of cream of tartar 320 
Sea ſalt, cauſe why it FREY putrefaQion 274 
Semen, abſorption of * from the veſiculae th - J 
ou © | + 9 TW: 4 
Sibbens, account ot 3 133 
Simſon, Thomas, account of vile diſcharged from 1 
the lungs | 94 
Sloughing, account of it 3 3 
Small- pox, means of preventinę malignity in them 3 16 
Small- pox, their progreſs ſtopt by meaſles 317 
Spallanzani, obſervations on the action of the heart 287 
Spleen, its uſe 101 
| Steatomatous rumour, an erracrdinary one oe "oo 
ſeribed 191 
Stolle, Georgius, on the ſarco-hydrocele n 
Stone in the bladder, methods of removing it op 8 
operation, both in men and women 360 
| Strack, Carolus, on the colica pictonum 339 
| $tramonium, effects from the ſeeds of it 74 
Synovial glands, method of treating contuſions of 35 5 
| . | n e e Tacconius 
1 


« * N ＋ k 7 * 

? : 1 #4 I 8 4 * 

. 7 \ * lb i, - - * 2 . 4 7 9 4 . 
its * — IS! (7.7 X 15 a n 1 


Tacconius Cajetanus, obſervations concerning the 
rickets 


Terra J aponica, obtained from a ſpecies of the 1 mi - 
moſa 1 8 

Tetanus cured by opium riod? 5 
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Tumon $ "diſcuſſed by ehe external application of . 
belladona + 5 419 

obſervations concerning them 3 49 
an uncommon one on the chigh e . 
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Urine depoſiting a blue ſediment EDIT 4 n e 
Urine ſuppreſled from a e of TY $8 
of the bladder 81 8 


Uterus enlarged from a foetus i in a the Fallopan tube. 429: 


Vitriolic acid, its uſe in the cure of the. itch- 


103 
_ 
Warm bathing, obſervations on it 297 


Waters, their influence in diſolving human calculi 168 
8 White, 
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'We are ſorry 65 Pati, by a letter from Mr Hewſon 
of London, that his opinion concerning the uſe of the - 
5 ſpleen i is not properly repre ſented in our Commentaries, 
| pag. 99. et ſeq. But it is with pleaſure we can inform. 
g our readers, that he — 2 Toon 1 to . an account 
Ui of it himſelf, FN 
M Fag. 15 . . For metallic ſubſtances, read metalle 
i ſolutio ions 4 ad "1 ©: SHOWS” 5 281 „ | (1 4 | 
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I : THE END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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